BRITISH COLUMBIA SWEPT
BY DISASTROUS FOREST FIRES

points since the first of June, These

The forest fire situation in Brmsh‘ conditions have added to the menace
Columbia this season is the worst ex-|of fire.
perienced for many years, it was an- One known dead, several persons
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WORLD PERIL SEEN IN IMMINENT
COLLAPSE OF GERMAN REPUBLIC
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A despatch from London
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PANIC CAUSED BY FIRE IN NEW
YORK SUBTERRANEAN RAILWAY

Gas Fills Ten Cars in New York Tubes 75 Feet Below Sur-
face with 500 Persons Aboard — 160 in Hospital.

A despatch from New York says:— local station, and the express tracks
Fire, smoke, carbon monéxide gas and! are depressed ten feet below the level
panic imperilled the lives of more than| of the local track, there was a flash cf
360 men and women trapped in fire and a loud detonation.
short-circuited Interborough subway Clouds of smoke rolled up from
express train, 50 feet below the sur-| burning insulation as the train came
face of Lexingicn avenue, at east| to a stop in darkness broken pnly by
69th street, shertly af 11 o'cleck’ emall storage bfittery lights at either
on Thursday, and 125 passengers were' end of each car. Guards played the
overcome by the choking - gas and ch als from small emergency hand
smoke, with several burned or injured.extinguishers on insulation ablazs be-
by falls or trampling, and three fire-! Reath the thres forward cars ani one
men hurt in effecting rescues. fire in the emevgency molorman's
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A despateh from London says:—
The blaze of jewelry at tiis year's
Court has been quite up to the stand-
ard of other years, but an i
story lies behind many of the diamond
tiaras and necklaces worn by the King
and Queen’s guests.

Fully half of the jewelry which
glistened and sparkled that night was
the properly of its swearers for the
night only, and in many instances it
was returned 4o the safes of the jewel-
ers to whom it actually belonged at
midnight

This practice, which London jewel-
ers say has become more and more
prevalent since the war, is brougfht
about by the fact that many of the
old and established families have been
forced to get rid of their jewelry im
to keep their family establish-

ing.

“We do not make a practice of lend-
ing jewelry,” said a representative of
ona of London's biggest firms, “but
oblige our customers when we
know thu! they have had to get rid
of their own jewels.

i 1o not charge anything for the
jewelry, but we insure it
U\‘ night and t crstomer payvs

We only do it for cus-
1 whom we have done busi-

for

ness for years
. .

Surgeons Operate on Milk Can.
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The doctor and his assistants, after
oblaining some robust tools not ordi-
narily uscd, did as they were dirested,
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The strangest part of the occurence
was that before leaving his home for
the trip to France the former Tommy
had promised the dead man's relatives
he would make a search for any
traces or information about his com-
rade (

- * .

Bumping Head Restores Sight.

An ex-soldier who lest his sight in
the war has just regained it by % re-
markable accident.

He was out walking with a compan-

| ion when he hit his head against a
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street lamp-post. The blow appareat-
ly struck the optic nerve, for immedi-
ately afterward the man, who had
been blind for five years, was able to
distinguish light from dark. For a {ew
days his vision was blurred, but after
that he regained virtually normal vi-

gsion.and is now able to read with ease

that the cure probably
inent,

Ihe doctors say
will remain perr

Teach Languages by Wireless.

London experts have displayed great
interest, but doubt the feasibility of
the conferc which has been sum-
wened in the United States to com-

“er the establishment of the uaiver-

| sal language for the purpose of inter-
n\lmnd[ communication by wireless.

Prof. Sir Israel Gollanez, of Loadon
me who feols the task
myossible
“You might
ial language,” h~ sail,
believe in any intaenational lan-
ige becoming a living force unless
one of the living languages, such
English, or Frenck, or sibly
ven Latin, if living force could be
ven to it again. You might create
for the elements of com-
I do not think i would

fictilious oom-
“but T do

create a

or

but

Godfrey Isaacs, director of the Mar-

coni Company, also expressed doubt
| as to the establishment of a universal
languagé as a result of the develop-

nent of wireless telephony. He thinks
n regard bo Esperanto that it is ex-

ceadingly improbable.

“At the same time,” he said, “we
are keeping in view the possibility of

| teaching languages by wireless tele-
, ohony. “T think this will play a high-
ly important part of the educatiomal
seclion of wireless and it will in time
to come supersede the use of gramo-
phone records for this purpose. I can
l’nrese- the engagemedz of eminent
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conflict between Royalists, aiming at
the restoration of the Monarchy, and'
ertremists, urging Communism.
Prime Minister Lloyd George is seri-
ously alarmed at the portent in private
advices from British ugents in: Ger-
many. He is now conferring person-
@wlly with Foreign Minister Schanzer
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