'RESUMED SESSION

Two Sessions Held and Adjournment Made Until  Friday
Next—Telephone Company Want $309,186 More
Than Last Year—Increased Taxes,
Wages Set Out at $86,000 Expense More Than Figur-

ed in Report.
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In reply to Mr. Baxter, Mr. Mildram
said that the suggested requirements
{of $212,000 was reasonable at the time
| his investigation was made. Since
.| that he had compared their wage
| schedules with other adjacent com-
panies and found them lower than the
others. He said that the company
would have to pay higher wages and
take on additional statf in order to
maintain an efficient service He
| repeated that the company would re-
1. quire in the vicinity. of $300,000 more
!revenue instead of $212,000 as first
applied for

0. J. Fraser, general superintendent|
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|crease in wages and additional staff;
would make & total increase of $96,800]
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said the additional staff would include
maintenance and general office staff
all over the province.
He d the general revenue last
year was $740,808.35. The
revenue asked he figured :§ 41.7 per
| cent.

1he meeting adjourned untdl 2.30
p.m.

Afternoon Session.

When the hearing was resumed at
330 o'clock Mr, Fraser was again put
on the stand. Questioned by M. G.
Teed, he said that he had nothing
to do with the issuing of stock.
$250,000 in new stock had been issued
for reconstruction punposes. The idea
was to get the stock into the market
in order to restore the mouey borrow-
ed from the Depreciation Fund. It
was intended to use the old fund to
~ |replace worn out portions of the Pplant,
The money acquired from the sale of
stock would not go altogether for new
work. The e¢ompany was expending
all the e. The St. John switch
“T-naz'd has to be replaced and new
lequipment has to be installeq at New-
|castle, Sackville, St. Stephen and
I(')mih:xm. Part of the expenditure on
the St. John switch board will come
jout of the fund realized from the sale
jof the stock. Improvements and re-
{placements have to be made in order
;‘vn provide better service. Pant of
the replacement will be charged to
|capital. He sald that the figures in
the estimates are low. Increasd costs
of labor and material since the appli-
cation was made last fall have put
them at sea In regamd to the esti-
mates.

In order to meet new conditions at
Fredericton and Moncton another
large expenditure fis needed. Much
money Is also required to have a long
distance service to Boston and New
York that is efficient and up to the
standard. The Reserve Fund will
have to pay for a large part of these
improvements. It was thought at first
that $500,000 would cover the neces-
sary renewals and improvements, but
at present he could not just state
what amount would be needed.

To E. C. Weyman he said that -3
engineer had not yet completed tth:
report on the kind of equipment to
install. It has not yet been decided
wht will be apportioned to replace-
ments and what to additions. It de-
pends on the nature of the work
what the amounts will be.

H. P. Robinson sald that the engi-
neers have been working on a plan
for some months, but they have not
yet completed their work.

Dr. Baxter said that the object of
the application was to provide Sifr-
clent revenue to carry on the com-
pany's business. He sald that the
company could issue stock without
coming here for permission.

Mr. Robinson thought that Mr.
Weyman was tryingto pin him down
to half a cent.

To Mr. Weyman, O. J. Fraser said
thet he ocould not whether suffi-
cient had beén set e for the"Re-
serve Fund. He was not an expert.
To another question he sald that

bonds in the Demrecintion Fund that

cation. He said that part of them
had been sold to pa yexpenses. It had
not all been epent on renewals. The
. severe storm last winter was an ex-
tra demand. He had no detailed ac-
{count showing where every cent had
heen spent The money had been
deposited in the bank dnd cheques
had been drawn on it.

provements at Moncton with special
reference to party lines.

had been planned for Moncton. What
was holding them up was the ques
tion of material. Early last fall cable
had been ordered but it had not yet
arrived. Asked the reasons actuating
the release of $59000 in debemtures,
he said that the company were Te
|tiring them yearly so that by 1926
they would be all wiped out.

ram \hel o
ocmpany had become liable for SG,UUU;“‘ i
additional taxes, $3,300 additional dn-
1 from $424,000 to $960,000.|
that this investigation would|
the company, Addition-|
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|ing well, to make a new group so that
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Mr. Weyman sald that the object of

Mr. Fraser said that they had been

Mr. Maocintyre, Sackvifle, salq that

Dr. Baxter—*What asurance do you
Mr. Maclntyre—"“As much as I ever

Continuing =ald that they were gof-

In regard to $211.000 in Victory

avallable at the time of the appll-

Councillor Gaskin asked about im-

Mr. Fraser said that improvements

He said that the fund to retire these

Mr. Weyman asked if the net result
he borrowing of the money from
the Depreciation Fuhd, and the pro-
posal to sell new stock, was that sub-
sceribers will have to pay 8 per cent.
irstead of the old 5 per cent.

Mr. Fraser replied that such would
be the result.

In regard to the new groups, he said
that the suggested schedule had been
worked out and the expenses viyled.

Mr. MecIntyre asked if it was not

yssible, if some exchanges were pay-

these exchanges would not have to
make up the deficiencies of other ex-
changes.

Both Mr. Robinson and Mr. Fraser
gaid this would be discriminating one
town against another and would be un-
air
* Mr. Mildrum said it was the accept-
ed practice the world over to make
the groups according to the number of
subscribers.

H. P. Robinson explained that it was
impossible to tell how much revenue
comes into an exchange and how much
comes from the toll lines.

Ald. Lambent said that in asking for
an increase in rates to meet the addi-
tional revenue required, neither Mr.
Mildrum nor Mr. Fraser had taken !nto
consideration that the revenue was in-
creasing yearly. He thought part of
the amount should come from the oper-
ating revenues and that they shomld
ask for whatever balance was required.

Mr. Mildrum said that as ¢the stations
increase, the revenue decreases, be-
oause of increased expensas, That
state of affairs under the presemt rate
is liable to continue.

Dr. Baxter thought a longer adjourn.
meut would be much beiter. The Com-
mission could order the amount of the
increase in reverue, and Mr. Mildram
would have time to work out his rate
schedule from it.

Mr. Mildrum explained the work -
volved in making out & echedule and
said it would take some time, at least
a week, probably ten days. He would
first have to know the amount deter-
mined by the Commission, and then he
could work out his schedule.

After some discussion, the resump-
tion of the hearing was fixéd for Fri-
day, June 11, at 10.30 o'clock.

Before the hearing adjourned, Mr,
Teed sald he wanted an up-to-daté
service, but he did mot think that im-
plies a substantial amount. He did
not think the full sum asked for was
really required.

The chairman said it had been inti-
mated early In the hearing that the
Company only asked this increase as a
temporary measure, and whatever the
Commission orders will only be for a
year or $o.

Many members present expressed
their surprise at hearing this an-.
nouncement. They said if they had
known that this increase was only go-
ing to apply for fifteen months or so,
they would not have been present at
the hearing at all.

—————
The Mysterious Fascination.

“I don’t approve of some of these
popular songs,” remarked the severe
person.

“You don’t have to pay any atten-
tion to those you disapprove.”

“Oh, yes, I do. There's the worst of
it They are the very ones that keep
running through my head.”—Washing-
ton Star,

-
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Rift in the Cloud.

Clan ma Qael and the De Valema
gang are said to be quarrelling over
the #poils of the Irish bond sale In
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HE English & Scotch Woollen Co. have grown to such pro-

And

portions that today it is the Largest Exclusive Tailored-
to-Measure Clothing Establishment in the British Empire, con-

centrating upon Standardized Quality and fabrics of exceptional

value at each price.

English&

Terente Brantford

Suits and Overcoats
Tailored-To-Your-Measure

No conmection with any other concers
in Canada.

You Pay No Tax at Qur Prices
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éé AT Goes I_._Ig—Must Come Down.” The

downfall of w Clothes Prices is just
ahead. All honest clothiers ﬂi_ manufacturers
will agree that Woollens have dropped in price.

The “ Ready-Made” clothiers know it too well—in
fact, most of them are loaded right now with high-
priced merchandise.

We know market conditions—woollens today are
selling at nearly normal prices.

Visit any one of our 27 Quality Tailor Shops—see
the wonderful values in fine fabrics—every piece
marked at our known Standardized Prices in plain
figures—no Chinese codes here. ;
The “ Ready-Made” stores cannot compete with
our low prices—they must unload their E}r
priced clothes first. * What Went Up—Is Com-
ing Down,” and we ;

down. Come and see. Ry
S— S———— for Uanada.

Our Standardized methods of production and our direct
selling plan has been copied in this country and else-
where—but our values have never been equalled.

We are honestly proud of the stylish, perfct fitting clothes
we Tailor-to-Measure, also justly proud that we can sell
the good quality clothes we do at our Known Prices.

We are showii
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excoptional values in odd treusers

Trousers

lengths. Many of these slotha are
snd valzes,

Hamilten Three Rivers Shawinigan Falls Sydney

ScotchWoollenCo.

Head Office, and Sales Room 851 St. Catherine Street East, Montreal
) CHARLOTTE STREET
27 QUALITY TAILOR SHOPS IN C

Ottaws Sault Ste. Marie Quebes Btratford Sherbroeke St. Hyacinthe
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ST. JOHN
ANADA
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Bt Joh»  Fredericton Halifax  Winnipeg
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= eo— OtofTown Men {;

the U. 8. and a lot of money is miss-
ing. There is always a bright epo’
somewhere in this Irigh Dusiness.

Write for Free Samples, Fashion Plates,
Self-Measure Form and Tape Line. Ad-
851 Bt. Catherine St. Bast, Montreal
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'EACH STATE TO BE C(

Womien, Business Men, Manu fa
All Will be Joined in Work ¢
Fire Lioss.

Ome outgrowth of the war ectivi- je
tes of the United States has been the | e
orgenized conservation work mow be-| "
uummmw.m:‘.‘
of the National Bosrd of Fire Under-|
Wwriters, The meed for combating the |&n
unmrkotmmmmnm:
bomb end torch and the
thenmaatng. outout. i Wil Seetiel i e

de

modithes to the limit withowt internp-
tions caused by preveutable fires led o
¢ widespread wconservation work in hy
that country during the war, and was

b continued

on & wider and more organized scale, ,’:g
When the United States entered the | s
war the National Board of Fire Under.

necessary in bringing Amerfcan indus.
tries to the highest pltch of produc-
tive efficiency. Every inspector in the 1o
employ of the large Américan insur- h:
amice companies—over 5,000 in all—al-

o lined up for the Governmeait work, | ¢
and were assigned to various parts of e
the coumtry to aid in protecting food tl
and other supplies in the fleld and in | 4°
warehouses. As the result of the in. |l

known as the “Conservadion and Fire
Prevention Assoclation,” and #ts mem- e
bership includes many experts in in.
surance end fire prevemtion work. To
start off its good work, each aizsocia- plac
tion hed mede an incpection of every
building or other property where me- Hars
cessities of life are stored or mianufac- leh
tured. Bufldings are carefully spect. | %04
ed and the owner advised es t¢o any
conditions on the premises that might lear:
lead to loss. In this way the education- b M
al effect makes the campaign of per.| DIAD
mament value. Inspectors are not per- John
mitted to take up or discuss the sub.| MTS

spections and corrections made by ity
these inspectors amtold saving was ef- by

'(:entlnuod for Peace Era.

When the wair stopped the efficacy 33:
of fire prevention work thad been (7
proven, and it was natural that there

sy should be & Widespread demand that | po
it should be continwed. The nesult is [0
the organization that és mow _being | o
¥ moulded into being dn the United| °
States. e

It i & matter of lnterest that the | X
man at the head of this great work cuiny
is @ Oamadian, T. Alfred Fleming, who
was bom in Kilsyth, Ont, a short dis-| 7@
tamce from Owen Sound., Mr. Flem-| A
ing wals leducated in Owen Sound and v“t‘
@t Toromto University and them went |°C
to Cleveland, Ohio, where he became | |
& preacher of the Gospel. In the |9
early days of the war he became in-|P®
terested In' campalgns to combat |
“Red” activittes. emd it was Gfs con- | ¥04d
nection with this anti sedition worl | the
that led him to see the need for fire| M
prevention and conservation work.|® 'V
He took up the work whole-heartedly, | a5
and two or three years ago was ap-|ton
pointed fire marshal of the State of | POS:

As fire marshal of that great | Pan

industrial state, his work became |86t
widely known, and he was elected|'
president of the Fire Marghals' Asso-
clation of America at the 1918 conven-
tion, and presided et the comvention
beld in Toronto last summer. Now
he has been made supervisor of the
conservation department of the
merica National Board of Under- tend
writers.' 5
The adoption of the conservation beth
work ds bringing into shape am exten-

sive organization. In each State is lﬁ?dg
being formed a permanent body to be M‘

trice
of ¥
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OYAL OAK~—th
Strength and ]
The Royal Oak is a real
ground up. Built in a
up-to-date factory wher
mobile tires are made. ‘]
the road today are reguls
mileages much in excess ¢
tee, 10,000 to 25,000 mile:
a common experience amn
users.
OAK TIRE & RUBBER C
19 Dundas Street East,

Factory : Oakviile, Ontar
Winnipeg Branch: 120 Lon
Montreal Branch: 342 St. J

Distributors for Maritime |
W. H. Thorne Co., Ltd,, 8t.
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