First Step Taken by General
Committee in Control of
Steel Production. -
GARY ADVOCATES
' LOWER PRICES

No Reduction in Wages at
Present as Men Must be
Treated Well.

STEEL DESCRIBED AS
BAROMETER OF TRADE

And When it Comes Down
Other Commodities Are
Bound to Follow the Same
Course Before Very Long.

New York, Dec. 9.—A moderate re-
duction in the scale of maximum pric-
for eteel, beginning on January 1,
favored by tive general committee on

Institute, which meets with

igdustries board on Wednes-
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meeting here of steel ‘manufactur

y with  the recommendation
e question be referred to the
ttee * with power, which was

effid
ié’g

opposed any effort to re-
wsoalles at presemt, declar
e labor is receiving high-

gi

will com-
pete with the telegraph, the post
office ‘and the rallways. It is de-
clared that nearly five hours could
be saved between London and Par

is, ong day between London and |

Turin, twelve days between London |
and Calcutta and thirteen days be-
tween London and  Johannesb:
South Africa. ¢

~.

AVIATIONIN

(OUR COLLEGES | Because of Inadequate Facili|Fullest

Canadian Universities: 'Will
Add This Science to Their
Course of Study—Airplanes
from Royals#ir Forces for
Instructional Purposes.

Toronto, Dec. 9.—The University of
Canadian

.| Toronto, alomg with other ;
universities, has decided to add -a

faculty of aviation to its other branch-
es of study, and has arranged to ee-
cure three seroplanes from the Royal
Air Force. Two of the machines will
be for instructional purposes ounly,
but the third will be for fiylng.
“Every university in Canuda will re-
celve one or more planes, probably
more than ome,” said an officer at R.

But Although = Hal
‘Blocked up There is No
Suggestion of Using

St. John.

HALIFAX UNABLETO
' HANDLE TROOPS

ties—Another Reason Why
Ships Should Come Here.

Ottawa, Dec, 9.—The attention of
the Nepartment of Militia having been
drawn to press slatements concerning
the disembarkation of troops from the
hospital ship, Araguay, on Saturday,
the 7th instant, the following state:
ment was issued today: e

“The Department of Militia and De-
fence states that = no. delays which
Were connected with the transfer of

troops to thé trajns were-in ‘any way |°

attributable to the militla arrange-
ments. Every precawtion was taken,
and all persoms concerned with the
matter were notified in ample/ time.
It ie true that, in view of the expecte;
arrival of the 8, 8, Olympic, the rait
ways had, with commendable fore-i

(1 his - immediate

DIERS

PoetDis
May be Con-
Six Months
of Thiee,

o Apply to Men
Already Been
Says Gen-

Informatioa
be Given All
Touching” on

# Returned Men.

Wit

, Dec. 9—Before leav-

Sunday. morning,

regarding the mat-

ter of delay in getting information
concerning. the return of men from

reason why infor-
ot be given of  the
; reliable character,

no real, .con
mation should
fullest and

he.is, extremely &

tion  shall be’ to all localities,

Bavatian: Minlster of the In-
-terior Will Hold on to His
Job in Spite of Out.

break. -

*
Soldiers, on the Other Hand,
Say the People Have Been

’ ‘ - S
Premier’ Kurt Eisner After
Hearing the Soldiers’ Story
Told Them to go Home and
g0 to Bed: -

Munich, Sunday, Dec. 8.—The minis-
terlal council of the people of the
State f Bavaria has made known of-
ficialy ‘Its anger over the attack on

ot armed saldjers-torced his resigna.
tion a: Bavarfan Winister of the inter
for at the point 6f a pistol,

The announcement goes on to say
that the resignation forced from Herr
Auer under duress ‘Is naturally void
and the minister remaing’ & member
of the government,” and is signed
"government of All the People of the
State of Bavaris; Kurt Eisner, minis.
tar-p celdent.”

The mob of d soldiers which

STAND .lmdon.

/ Dec. 9.—An official
statement lssued by the govern-
ment today, says: “The coalition
government is golng to the peace
conference with. the intention of
proposing the abolition of compul
sory military ' service throughout
Europe.”

Winston ' Spencer  Churchill,
Minister of Munitions, made a sim-
Hlar announcement in a speech at
Dundee on December 5, declaring
that the British representatives at
the peage conference would de-
mand general and absolute aboli-
tion of conscription throughout
Europe. :

BERLIN REVOLT
IS COMING ALONG

More Troops Brought in to
Maintain Order—Spartacus
Group Select Liebknecht.

Paris, Dec. 9—Additional troops
were brought up to Berlin Sunday by
tie Ebert government to crush the
Spartacus movement which isin con-
trol of tht northern suburbs of the
German capital, according to a de-
spatch to L'Information from Zurich.
The radicals are said to hold the|
bullding in the Prussian chamber of
deputies” meets.

The movemt has alag spread to
Munich, where they returned to the
street after the radicals had broken |
up a meeting of the democrat party,l
Disorders aso are. reported to have
occurred in Pllsem.

Basle, Dec. 9—Rumors are current |
in Berlin. according to. a despatch |
from that city, that the Spartacus |

Lloyd George ‘is Making
Strong Fight for Canadian
Representation at Con-
ference.

PREMIER HUGHES .
IN THE RUNNING

As a Compromise General
Smuts May be Chosen to
Represent All Do-
minions.

FOSTER IS PREPARING
CANADA'’S CLAIM

This Country Will Ask $1.+
500,000,000 Indemnity, In-

cluding Loss Sustained ag
Halifax.

8pecial to The Standard. '

Ottawa, Ont., Dec. 9.—No definiie
assurance has yet been received hers
as to whether Sir Robert Borden is to
have a place at the peace table,
Lloyd-George, it is understood, is maks
ing a strong fight to have the Canae

dian Prime Minister as one of the Em- -
Dire’s delegates, but it is frankly ade

mitted in official circles here that
there are a great many difficulties in
the way and that the matter is very
much in doubt. A great deal, .it {8
thought, will depend upon the outcome
of the British elections. If the coalfs
tion should be defeated, or be return-

I\

A. F. headquarters.

Hxcept for a few Curtiss machines,
however, they will not'be susceptible
for actual flying, but will be used for

group of Soctalists: would on Monday  ed with oply a small majority, it is
night name Dr. Lfebknecht as prest- | admitted that Sir Robert’s chances o
dent of the republic. | getting to the conference will be res

Friday night foreed the rosignation, at
tho pistol's point, of Herr Auer, minis-
ter of the intérior in the Bavarian cab-

"n. in time for ar-
.
Intimated

thought, assembled a large number of' and fec
cars at Hallfax and no doubt there ln‘

3 il-lerr Auer Filday nigne when a mob
congestion in the Halifax yards. They l

1

teaching aviation with the mathemati-
cal teaching staff of the universities
which will probably tesch most of the
conrse.

.|CHARGE AGAINST

' SAMUEL

That He Attended a Banquet
Where Service Was Per-

New York, Dec. 9.—Charges that
Samuel Gompers, president of the
American Federation of Labor, while

t in this city last Saturday, “krfowingly

_perhaps #t would prevent greater los-
sed in she future. We would be lead-
e in @ movement calculated method-
ichlily 0 readjust conditions in an

way.
“We might have some influence on
atendying business gemerally, and re-
workmen

itreated liberally, with respect to their
mompensation aend @eneral welfare.
‘We will continue to show them that
it 4a our intention to consider their
mmerits, and ¢o treat them es associat-
%8 and valuable assistants in  our
AwOTk. g
ere is mo ground for believing,

8 hinted, that the workers
“ountry are desirous of control-

brond-minded, liberal and dbig in ev-
ery way, end I appeal to you at this
with

participated in a banquet served by
strike breaking ‘waiters and ‘cooks*
have been. drafted for presentation to
the national executive council of the
federation, by the international fed.
eration of hotel and restaurant work-
ers, it.was announced tonight. The
central federated union of this city
will also be asked to adopt a resolu-
tion of censure aimed at Mr. Gompers,
it was stated.

Mr. Gompers’ attendance at the
banquet held by the academy of poli
tical sclence at the Hotel Astor, has
seriously complicated  megotiations
looking to affiliation with the fadera
tion of labor of the hotel and restaur
ant workers’ organization, according
to Otto Wagner, secretary of the lat.
ter, who declared that 3,000 members

have been on strike in this ciy for]

the past seven weeks.

Although Mr. Gompers d1& not pan
take of food served at the bangquet
arriving at the hotel after 10 pm., his
presence at the meeting, according te
the strikkers will he looked upon as an
indication of “lack of umity in labor's
ranks.”

INSANE SOLDIER
IS STILL MISSING

Believed Now That Invalid
Who Escaped from Hospital
Train Has Perished.

Special to The Standard.

Moncton, N.B,, Dec. 9.—No trace of
Pte. Nevijins, the insane soldier,” who
escaped  from the hospital train be-
tween Moncton and Newcastle on

- | Bunday morning can be found, and it

asserting that ts members have
shown from the start of thoir activ-
Sties sbility,

FIRST C. N, R. BOAT _
' REACHES VICTORIA

Went from Levis via Panama
Canal—Will be Used as a

Toronto, Dec. 9. to ad-
vices received st the heads of the
Canadian ern Railway here to-
Canadian Northern
" has arrived at Vietoria, B.

is now regarded as almost-certain that
the returned man perished with the
intense cold that prevailed yesterday.
C. G. R. section men = have been
searching for the man' since his es-
cape from the train was reported, but
tonight there were no tidings of him.
Owing to,the snowstorm yesterday it
was impossible to pick up bis tracks
where he jumped from the train.
Search for him has consequently been
practically abandoned,

TO EXTEND PERIOD
OF ARMISTICE

Berlin via Amsterdam, Dec. 9.—Ma-
thiss Erzberger, head of the German
armiatice delegation, announced today
that the French government had re-

ship | quested the German army command to

designate plenipotentiaries to confer
regarding the prolongation of the ar

. 'The deleghtes will meet at
Treves, in Rhenish Prussia, December
12 and 18 X

e R s
Quebee, Dec. 9.—Writs' for by-elec -
tions to the legislatu

bers of the 1 ture will be held
i Moutroal-

on December 27 in’ slatane,
and

-| 8t. La

#idings.

facilities at Halifax are Mmited, ‘e
pecially gince the disastrous explosion,
snd when large numbers of troops av
rive diffichlties are experienced . in
rapidly placing the trains on the doek:

Local conditions were no doubt bl |
gravated by the large number of cars
collected at that point, and the difi-
culties referred- to were atiributable
to those conditions and not to the
Militia department.

ul cooperation. between the mili-
tary and-sallway authorities, the dis-
embarimtion of a large number of
troops, particularly in the winter time
is by no means gn easy matter. Rvery
effort will be-made to ensure that dis-
embarkation and entrainment will be
carried on with the minimum amount
of discomfort and delay, but due al-
lowance must be made for the fact
that the placing of trains and thelr
despatch from the ship's side, imposes
a severe strain upon the facilities as
they exist. It is expected that the sit-
vation will be much improved in the
very near future by the completion of
the new railway terminals which have
been for some time under construc.
tion.

WOUNDED SOLDIERS
; REACH NEW YORK

Twenty-two Hundred Arrived
Yesterday Belonging to Al-
most Every State in the
Union.

New York, Dec. 9—New York wel-
comed home today more than 2,200
wounded American soldiers, repre-
senting virtually every state in the
union. The men came on three
ships—the Uniteq States transport
Slerra, which carried 1,660 officers
and men; the United States hospital
ship Comfort, which carried 400, and
the French liner Chicago, which car-
ried 260.

that the

of soldiers may be
months, instead of
80 e the men over-the

8 da, . winter.

: ﬂ "_ - ' clothing  allowance
be' said that J8M was at all posstble
the guestion of making allowance re-
troactive wonld be considered, together
with that of granting the men an ex-
tra allowance for overcoats.

General Mewburn visited the R. M.
©. yesterday and In recognition of
lh'& he Md:‘l“ Y Oh!m‘u‘)::;

exten :

oet Sy

is
for:
a8 to

WRONG CHURC
IN HALIF

Found Himself at St. Paul's
Among a Lot of People
Who Were Not Ex-

+  pecting Him.

TOOK THE AFFAIR
AS A GOOD JOKE

Influenza in N. S. Capital is
Said to be as Bad as it
Ever Was.

HERE IS HOME
NEWS FROM ABROAD

Chief Forester for N. B. Gives
aLong Spiel About How
Our Province is Fighting
Fires, etc.

Special to The Standard.
i t Dec. 9—~The Duke of Dev-

inet, and then occupied various news-
paper officés, gave as the. reason for
the latter action that the newspapers
had been deceiving the people, through-
out the war. Premier Hismer securcd
the withdrawal of the revolutionists
fiom the newaspaper plants after:a
time, but a statement which they left
for publication in the Bavarian Ccur-
ler, the organ of former Chancellor
Von Hertling, was printed in that jour-
nal, when it managed to get out an edi-
tion at m;‘on after the nocturnal inter.
r!mn of 1 7

. W LG
the newspaper “which Med, and
deveived . the. ' ’:.Fgf‘ for ‘fty-one
months and bore the fearful responsi-
biiity of murder.” The papers wonld
henceforth appear under the soldiers’
and workmen’s direction, added the
statement, which was ed by the
“revolutionary internationalists of Ba.
varia.”

The Courier explained that it print-
ed this statement, “to indicate what
nad happened.”

After forcing the resignation of
Herr Auer the mob went to Premier
Eisner’s residence to tell him the
ne Eisner, however, asked them
why they had not informed him ot
their intention.

“I should probably have advised
against it,” the premier said, “your ac-
tion was certainly well meant, and un-
dertaken out of regard for me, but it
was not good. If again you have com.
plaints about something wrong in the
gecvernment, come to me. Now go
quietly to your homes.”

FURNESS-WITHY & CO.
WILL PAY $183,354

To Owners of S. S. He:xthcote
as Result of Collision in Bay
of Fundy.

Montreal, Dec. 9.—~The Dominion
Shipping Company has been awarded
$153.364 damages, including interest,
for the loss of the steamer Heathcote
as a result of a collision with the ghip
| Kelbergen in the Bay of Fundy in

ShePwAx, ly, 1917, the owners of the Kelber
The Comfort had on board 149 |onshire was much amused at that July, , :
“stretcher cases” and one death ocour- mistake of Sunday morning, under|®¥en, Furness Withy and Company, be

red during the voyage. R
Many of the men who arrived tod‘yl

he and his party found them -

wihich
selves in the wrong church. It was a

ing condemned to pay this amount on
the finding of W. 8. Walker, K. C., de-

were members of the Rainbow Divi- | jimle awkward at first, but His Excel-! buty registrar of the admiralty court,

sion and marines who had been
wounded in the American thrust at
Chatean Thierry. 4

MANY ARE STARVING
IN NORTHERN RUSSIA

‘Washington, ‘ Dec. 9.—Food condi
tions in Finland and Northern Russia
are becoming morre serious, advices to-
day to the Stdte Department indicated.
There has been no distribution of
bread from the régular stations at
Helsingfors in ten days, and several
other ‘ports in Finland are reported
practically without bread.

On Board U, 8. 8, George Washing-
ton, Dec. 9.—Fresident Wilson

re of Quebec were | Gen:
issued today. The elections for mem-

lency is sald to have emjoyed it im-
mensely. When he arrived at the
clrarch he had expected to be met by
some of the clengy, but St Paul's
people did not know he was coming,
and of course there was no ome on
hand to do any homors, The Duke,
however, went into the church, and it
was net till several minutes had pass-
od that he .M aware that he was
.the wrong g

h'!“:e health officials of Halifax are
making no public statement, dbut they
are convinced that influenza is as bad
now as it previously was when the
was o be at its

height some time ago, and when the
ban was on, closing hmru.cg_:c.b
¥

lew Brunswick had eight hundred
larN-t fires during 1918, and all but
twenty-ive were extinguished very
quickly by our ramngers without extra
help. Of our total forest fire damage
amounting to $30,000, over $56,000 was
'caused by neglected camp fires and
by hunters and fishermen. ‘'Had we
not possessed en alert forest service
onganized on modern lines, each of
the eight hundred fires might have
been capable of causing very serious
damage.’ So said G. H. Prince, chief
forester of New Brunswick ¢o The)

confirmed by Mr. Justice MacLennan.

The court having found the Kelber-
gen liable for damages, the matter
was referred to Deputy Registrar
Walker to assess the amount, and his
award has been filed in the admiralty
court after full inquiry into the merits
of the claim, with the assistance of
Thomas Robb, secretary to the Ship-
ping Federation, and Thomas Hall, of
the Hall Engineering and Ship Repair-
ing Works, who were appointed 'as-
Ses80TS.

Brown, Montgomery and Co., repre-
senting Hector Mcinnes, ks
Halifax, with Walter R. L. Shanks as
counsel for the Dominion Shipping Co.,
and Mitchell, Casgrain and Co.,, with
Pierre Casgrain, K. C., as counsel, rep-
resented the owners of the Kelbergen.

“not only as a means of uphokiing
her great number of wood-using in-
dustries and the towns and population
dependent upon them, but to suppie-
ment the provincial revenue as well.
We have now -tw:m wlthm
rangers and inspeotors a
> essistant. ;l‘ln ﬁunpvhohl
treasury will pay out $100,000 a year
for the forest protection work.
“There could, of course, be no poll-
¢y of crown lands management unless
the government knew luull - tely the
character and contents of those areas,
That Drought ebout a general survey
: of ail the crown

MINISTER SUGGESTS
CONCILIATION BOARD

Hon. Gideon Robertson Ad-
vises Montreal to Take
Action Along This Line in
Regard to Police.

Ottawa, Dee. 9—In an effort to av.
“Ahreatened strike of

fi. Gidoon
X dabor todty “wired B. K.
Decary, chairman of the Montreal ex-
ecutive commission suggesting that he
concur in the employes application for
boards of conciliation. The minister's
telegrams is as follows:

“I have noticed statements in the |
press as to possible strtke of police, |
firemen and other civic employes, and |
desire to remind you of the applica-
tion received by me from the different
classex of employes concerned fm"
boards of conciliation. As you are
aware, where the employer is a muni-
cipality a conciliation board can only
be established by consent of the muni- |
cipality. I have assured you that|
boards requested would be established |
immediately word is received that the
municipality concurs. You have fell |
compelled to withhold consent for the
munfeipality until your budeet had
been completed. I uvnderstand the
budget has been completad and wonld
sugrest that the reference of the
whole matter bv inint arreement to
boards of concillation and investiea-
tion mieht he a means e
the threatened calamity.”

MONTH'S REVENUE |
SHOWS AN INCREASE

November Away Ahead of
Last Year, But Expenditures
Are Much Higher Too.

|

Ottawa, Dec. 9.—Dominion revenues
and expenditures for November both
show increases over November of last

r. Revenue on consolidated fund
account last month was $2¢ 692 as
compared with $24,322.946 in Novem-
ber, 1917. For the  eight 4
period revenue was $19 2,828, as
comparqd with $170,04 for the
same period last year. Expenditures
for the same account was $26,884,011
last month: in November last year,
it was $12,922.635.

‘War expenditure for the month was
$21,768,261 in comparison with $18.
714472 for November of last year. |
Net debt during the month increased |
by over twentv million dollars. On |
November 20 the met debt stood at
$1,307,429,661.

AUSTRIA TRIED TO
GET OUT IN 1917

Even Offered Galicia to Ger-
many, But Could Not Ob-
tain Consent of Her Masters

Vienna, Dec. 9.—Count C:emln,l
former Austro-Hungarian foreign |
minister, today told the correspondent!
that Austria in 1917 made desperate
efforts to withdraw from the war, even
to the extent of offering Germany the
empire’s richest coal and oil province,
Galicia, if Germany would surrender |
Alsace-Lorraine.

Count Czernin added that Austria’s
efforts always were defeated by elther
General Ludendorff; the German chief

 quartermaster general, or other high

German officials, who even went to the
extent of asserting that they were
willing to declare war on Austria it
Austrias made a separate peace.

| mote. If, on the other hand, however,

the coalition is decisively victorious,
the probability of Canada being directs
ly heard at the peace conference wil!
be greatly increased. One difficulty
in the way of Canadian representation
is Premier Hughes of Australia, Mr,
Hughes is making a strong fight for
Australian representation, and is
known to have the backing of powers
ful British interests. It is feared hera
that the British government, unable
to decide as between Sir Robert Bor-
den and Mr. Hughes, and unable, he-
fause af 2. necossary-lmitation to-th

&'s TepreSentation at the confers
ence, to name both of them, will com.
promise by nominating General Smils
to represent all the Overseas Domin-
fons. Such a compromise, however,
would not be acceptable to Canada.
8ir George Foster, It was learned here
today, has been named on a commii-
tee of the war cabinet to prepare Can-
eda’s claim for reparation against
Germany. his claim, it is reliahlyy
stated here, will be for at least a
billion and a half dollars, representing
the cost of the war to Canada and a
portion of indirect and consequential
damages, including the Halifax disa-:-
ter. raids on shipping, and oflier
losses.

PROTEST AGAINST
GOV'T SEIZURE

Commercial Cable Company
Causes an Injunction to be
Filed on the Ground That

International Law is Violat-

New Y
Pacific
Coma
an

S e Commercial
ble Company, allied with the
ial Cable Company, asked for
junction in the federal court to-
restraining Postmaster General

Jurleson from further control of its
10,000 miles of cable between San
Francisco to China, Japan and the
Fhillipine Islands. Violation of inter-
national law by Burleson is charged
in the complaint, which asserts that
the United States had not obtained
consent to the geizure from the na-
tions upon whese territory the cables
land. It is further alleged such con-
sent would be unconstitutional with.
out a formal treaty approved by the
senate.

‘This contention is upheld, the com
pany declares by inforamtion from itg
London office that/department of the
British government has Instructed the
Commercial Cable Company represen
tatives there to make no changes at
the direction of the American procla-
mation without first submitting them
to that department for approval.

Commercial Pacific officials stated
tonight that they expected Mr. Burle-
son to make voluntary answer to the |
case. If he does not, they declared,
they will serva him by publication, ag
in the case of the Commercial Cable
Company. No orders had been receiv-
ed from the postmaster general, they

stated, and the company was continu

ing and planning to continue its busi
ness as though its lines had not beer
seized.

George Creel, chgirman of the com:
mittee on public information who is
attending the peace conference in Par
ia, will receive the same treatment a8
coerded any newspaper or press asso.
ciation correspondent, the Commerciaj
Company stated,

A e —

FRENCH GENERAL IN BERLIN.

.

Washinston, Dec. 9.—Geneval Du ' |

pont, of the French army, has arrived
in Berlin, according to advices receiv-
ed here today, and has established his
headquarters in the palece formerly
occupied by the French embassy.
General Dupont has been entrusted
with the transport and repatriation of_
French prisoners held in Germeay. '




