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¥y Mother's Hands,

Huch Leautiful, besutifel, hands !
They're neither white nor small ;

And you, [ know,would scarcely think
That thay were fair at all.

V've looked on hands whose form and hue
A scalptor’s dreain might be ;

Yet ave those aged, wrinkled hands

, Most beautiful to me.

#uch beautiful, beautiful hands !
Though heart were wear anl sad,
These patient hiands kept toiling on,

1 always weep, as looking back
To childhood's distant day,

1 think how those hands rested not,
When mine were at their play.

Buch beautiful, beautiful hands !
They're growing feeble now,

For time and pain bave left their mark
On hands, and heart, and brow,

Alas ! alas ! the nearing time,
Aud the sad, sad day to me,

When 'aeath the dasies out of sight
These hauds will folded be.

Bt oli, beyond this shadow land,
Where all is bright and fair,

1 know full well these dear old hands
Wiil palms of victory bLear ;

Where crystal streams through endless
P years,
Flow over golden sands,

And where the old grow young again,
‘1Nl clésp my mother's hands.

o - -

A CONDUCTOR'S STORY.

BY PATENT COUPLER.

At the time of this story [ was passenger
eonductor on the Burlington and Missouri
River Rajlroud, running from Burlington on the
Mississipi to Council Bluffs and Missouri River.
1 had regulur days for taking out the mail, and
regular nights for taking out the express. In
other words, I would take out the mail and
bring ib the express, and vice versa.

1 had brought out the mail from Burlington
and was now going back on the express. I had

a big train. Five coaches, besides two baggage turned to the wooden-legged man, John the|said there was no rod loose, and if there
and one express car, a dining-car and two dumper. I tried to recollect whether or not I] Was it could not be heard.in the car when

sleepers. Eleven cars in all. Paesengers were
hurrying to check their baggage ; through mail
was being transferred ; bullion was being stow-
ed away in the express car. All was apparently
in eonfusion to any one buta railroader. We
were late some twenty minutes. The North-
western and Rock lsland trains had been gone

some time. Qur road carried more passengers

und express than both the others, and we were

nearly ulways a little late, but made it up into
the first hundred miles.

I was stanlding near the eéngine, conversing
with Dan the engineer, and impatiently waiting
for the bullion to be stowed away, when a man
with & wooden leg stopped near us, and watch-
e the “ silver bricks” as they were transferred
from the trucks to the car. With common as-
sent we followed his gaze. Ile was a short
thick-set man, poorly dressed. He had a zane
in-his right haud and shaded his eyes from the
seiting suu with his left. .

™ :
=1 have before stated, ny train was the night

1 Why, he is the fellow that was suspected of
breaking into the Red Oak Bank. You remem-
| ber about a year ago what excitment was oc-
casioned by that old man being murdered in
Glenwood? Well, he was suspected of having
| a hand in that, too.”
“Why dou't they take care of him
asked,
“ You know how tardy justice is in this part
of the country as well as | do,” he answered.
reported the check-

 fi

“ Baggage all in, sir,”
man.

“ A1l aboard ! Forty minutes
her have it ! | shouted; and we were off with
"ajerk.

|
| inte,

Dan. - Let

| There was suclh a heavy train, that when we
1 reached acific Juncton, the first station, I had
1one half of it ; and as the next

not been throu
place was but fhrec miles further on, T hardly
had fin@te-fo back from where 1 left oft taking
titKets, when we However,
got all through, and had oaly to iook after pas-
As

in stopped.

sengers who might get on along the road,

express, and did not stop at every place, as did
the mail train.

After leaving Red Oak we did not stop until
we reached Corning. At the latter place the
dining car was, iz our language, “ cut off™ Ac-
At
one of the tables in the car, and eating vora-
ciously, sat the maw with the wooden leg. I
was surprised, for at Council Bluffs I had left
him standing eyeing the bullion. I was positive
I had‘overlooked him when collecting tickets,
still T did not see how [ had either. | deter-
mined to ascertain. and arose from where Lhad

cordingly [ went back to get my supper.

i
|

seated myself, he said :
“ Ticket, please.”

“You took it once,” said he.

L dangerous feat those not ¢ ustomed: to it to

without winking, and I decided to let him
ride, 2 while, at least.

At Creston I received a despatch from
the dining-car conductor which read:

en-leggeu man known as John the dumper.
e did not pay me.”

If I had eve
a dead beat, | was convineed now.

On leaving Creston [ went throngh the
train searching for him, with the detormi
nation of coliceting my fare. 1 looked in
vain, e was no where 1w be founl.

It was now ncarly nine o'clock, and ]
looked in the wood boxes, and poked unde
the berths in the slee) thinkin,
perhaps he might have concen | himsel
but without avail. I sent a despateh back
At the next station, saying he. had gotten
off.

We had been delayed at Creston, waiting
for the #Mt.Jo. branci, which was thirt§
minutes Be; aind we were now speeding
over the rails at a fearful rate. I was in
the smoking-car, with my feet fixed com
fortably on the back of another seat, and
had just lighted a ar, when word was
brougiht us that Bil ~the express mes
senger—had dropped “a chunk of dough,”
that is, a silver brick, on his feet, and was
terribly. I went through the
re cais and came to the express
car. [t wus built exclusively for express,
and only had doors on the side. - To enter
the car it was necossary to walk around
upon-the iron railing which led to the
doors, and tq cling *o the railing overhead,
which was, when we were running fast, a

ng cars,

“howiing”
two bagy

Lorm,

I was soon i the car, and had cut Billy's
boot o, and maude him as comfortable as
possible with qn, old blanket spread on two
or three trunks, 4 bed I improvised for

pe

“1 think not,” I unswered.
have a check.” 3
He fumbled a moment beneath his coat, and |
produced one of my checks.
. “Allright,” said I, and turned my attention !

“If T did you!

to the supper the waiter hud just placed on the
table.
After we left Corning we made no stop until

we reached Creston, some thirty miles further |
on. | went into the baggage car and rusur(cll!
my tickets. ‘I'here were just two hundred aud |
.ghteen tickets, through and local.

I finished my work, locked the tickets up in
my box, and lighted a cigar. My thoughts re-

had taken his ticket. ['had it! I could count

my passengers, and il the number corresponded i
to the number of the tickets, sll right ; ifl
they did not, [ would see where the mistake |
was,

| Entering each coach, I counted the passen-!
gers, and set the number down in my book,

_that [ might not forget. When I had counted i
them all | added the figures up. The sum total

was just two hundred and nineteen! [ went
over them again, with the same result. Going

back to the baggage car, I requested my biake- |
man to go through and count the passengers
aboard. lle came back and reported two
hundred and nineteen. This left no doubt in
my mind I had passed some one, and that some
one was John the dumper, I believed. Bus
how had he obtained my check ? was a ques-
tion [ asked myself, and one [ could not
answer,

“tioing back-into the fourth car, T saw a lady

{sleep any ; his foot pained him badly, bat

him. I remained in the car until arriving
at the next station, when I had Danean go
ahead and do the messenger's work
About twelve o'clock T went to see how he
was getting aldng.  He was unable to

he was in good spirits.

“[ guess there’s a rod loose underneath,”
said he ; “it's been seraping the bottom of
the car tor the last fifteen minutes.”

“I'll have it fixed at the next stop,” 1
answered.

In about thirty minutes we halted at
Chariton, and [ asked the watchman to ex-
amine the rods'on the car. lle did so, and

we were running. That was s0. Strange
hadn't thouglhit’ of it. Beneath the «

there was a square box, about eight feet
long. This box was wo feet deep. There
were sliding doors on each side o1 it, which
were always kept Jocked. The box coun-
tained ‘yournals,’ ‘brasses,” ‘jack-screws,”
ete., for use in case of' accideats. 1t would
be impossible to hear fhe scraping of a rod
beneath the car, on account of this box.
Had I looked in the box [would have seen
what caused the noise.

Alter leaving Chariton I told Billy that
he must have been mistaken. There was

loubted that tho man was | door suddenl

In a few words the situation was made
When the first section of the teain

plain.

was being taken ug the hill,* Billy, whe

:I\'no\\' we were stalled; tried to get up and ”
“Collect seventy-five cents from a wood- ' fasten the outside doors, which were closed

but not locked. e had partially succeed

{ed in getting upon his feet when the trap
y opened, and the head and
It was evi-

{ shoulders of a man appeared.
jdent, by the surprise he manifested, that
I he thought no one was in the car.
{ “John the dumpyg sped Billy.
“Yes, John the jump\ ! he exclaimed,

H ,lflll]yill;{ out of the box and rushing upon
‘ nm.
Billy was unarmod, although two feet
way, in a rack for the purpose, were two
navy revolvers.  With his erushed foot he
was un.ble to do much, amd was over
powered and tied to the trunk.  For fear
of his voice the raffiin hal gaggel him
e had then proceeded to rob the car
Taking the key fron the mossenger’s poc:
ket, he opened the safe. Fortunately there
was but little money, which hedid not con-
sider it worth take. He then

while to
picked up several of the bricks, one at a
time (and it was all he could do to lift
one), and threw them out of the car door.
As s00n as he had completed his work, he
opened the door wide, and, clinging to the
railing, commenced to walk around the
car. He had been gone about twenty
minutes. 2

I reached up and pulled the bell cord.
In a few seconds the train stopped, and at
my order commenced to back up. I hur
riedly informed the men connected with
the train of the robbery.

About three miles baci T discovered with
appeared to be a man lying in the bushes
down the embankment, and, stopping the
train, Duncan and I went down to see.
tast the light of my lantern upon him, and
recognized in the battered, bruised, and al-
most shapeless object the man with the
wooden leg.

We cimeried him into the baggagze car and
examined him. 1lis head was fractured in
a most horrible manner, the brains oozing
out from an indenture.  His chest was
crushed in as though hit with a heavy
boulder, It is noedloss to say he was dead.

T'he man was found, and thesilver could
not be far away. A fittle searching found
one of the bricks imbedded in the ground
several inches, and the others, amounting
to six, were all recovered.

And here my story ends. John the
dumper, murderer and robber, was dead.
Killed by jumping from the train.

An investigation showed that he had
pried-off the staple and lock from the door
of the box, and had crawled in to conceal
himselr for the purpose of robbery.. 1o
wis doubtless familiar with the trapdoor
in the car. Nottinding sufficient room, he
had pushed the “jacks™ and other things
out of the box, and this it was that caused
the seraping on the bottom of the car.
Ie must have entered the Lox at Creston.

—_ S e

The Free School System.

a trapdoor in the c: wut two feet square

{ that opened into the box benecath, for the

convenience of the agent, enabling him to
geot at the things when the train was in
motion. The door was generally covered
with a box, o some other oxpress matter,
but this night the load consisted chiefly of
buliion, and there was nothing in the ccn-:

tre of the car. |

From the advanced sheets of a Washington
city. publication, the following on the subject,
from tlre pen of one high in authority, may be
regarded as significant, in connection with
President. Grant’s recent utterances on the
subject :—

THE RIGHTS OF THE STATE.

“ Catholic opposition to our Free School

lenied by the emphatic voice of the people,
will sooner or later, undermine our form
f government, and destroy our Republie.”

- o S

¢

Ax ArrroPrIATE Hyuv.—The following
incident oceurred in a New England eity
not more than thirty miles from Boston,
as the crow flies 2

Elder (i——, who has been mayor of the
city in which he resides, is a sledge-ham
mer preacher of the Free-will Baptist pe--
suasion, highly esteemed, standing som
six feet two in the commaunity, and, m
over, is noted as a revivalist of the Johu
Knox pattern, giving frequent "emphasis
to his exhorations by sturdy blows upon
the pulpit. Asa result of his earnest
preaching, he has semi-occasionally a large
number to baptize in the river which
pleasantly meanders along the southern
limits of the city. I

In a recent batch t
immersed was a colored woman weig!i
in the vicinity of two hundred po
She was tho last one to “lose her g
stains,” and as a verse had been sung
the assembled church choir at the baptism
of the other candidates f)r church prefer-
ment, the choir started up with, ere the
elder had fairly conclnded the sentence
commencing, “ [ baptize thee,”

“The morning light is breaking ;

The darkness disappears.”

What made the matter more ludicrons,
just as the choir attered “ the darkness dis-
appears” the head of the colored wo-
man, went under the water with a tre-
mendous soise. - The spectators were con
}'u!-wl with lnughter ; w surpress it was”®
impossible. It was the belief of some pre
sent, who know the witand eccentricities
of the elder, that he had selected the verse
sung when the sable convert was baptised ;
but as to the truth of this, “deponent saiih
no."—Editor's Diawer, in Harper's Magi-
zine for November. .

|
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The cultivation of the grape has largely in
creased in England during the past ten years,
and we may vet see this delightful fruit as
plentiful and as cheap as gooseberries. The
Flield tells us that a bunch of grapes weighin
26%1b. was shown during the past week at th
great fruit show at Edinburgh by Mr. Carror
gardener at Esk Bank. Another over 25lb. was
shown by Mr. Jardine, gardener av Arkleton.
Dumfries. These we believe to be the lm
bunches of grapes ever grown in Britain, ani
most probably the largest ever grown.

<o

A California story tells of a man who re-
solved the give up drinking, and went to a
notary to get him to draw up an affidavit
to that effcct. The docament was drawn,
read and }»rn'.'o !; the party held up his
hand and murmured the nsual promise,
5 '\‘\ hat’s to pay ?” asked the ledgetaker.
“To pay—to pay ?” exclaimed the notary.
* Nothing to pay !” returned the grateful
but forgetful plelge-taker. * Yon are a
brick. ~ Letus take a drink.”

s 0o

_The statistics of immigration to the
United States for the fiscal year ending
June 30,1875, are unfavorable. European
lmmigrants appear to understand that the
prosperity of that country is mot what it
was, and therefore it has less fascination
in their eyes. During the peiiod mentions
ed the whole number of persons leaving
European shores for sott'ement there was
a few less thar ,000, while in the pre-
eeding year nearly

Blotches, Spots, Pimples, Pus - ™ s wishing those bricks were his," said | )5 was evidently huntiwg Tor something. I remained conversing with the agent System is based on an erroneous idea of the : y 498,000 embarked for
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“Une'of those little Lricks would make a

_ man preity well off;”" [ remarked.

“ low much is one of those worth 2" asked
the wman.
#Give n guess,” said Dan. Ile was always
ounding conundrums.
maybe & hundred dollars,” he answered.
ha!" laughed Dan. “Why, man, one'
pes Lricks is worth $5000 1"
re they, sir 7" asked he, turning towards

Yot ih-t much, but the largest one in that
Pile,”’ pointing to an exceedingly large one
o0 the truck (bt had just been wheeled up, |
auid make a poor man rich.”
Yhere walked down by the baggage car, and
(pointing to the man, who was ‘still eyeing
the bullion with a greedy look, addressed one of
my brakemen with :
“ Duncan, who is that man ?
bim ?”
“ Yes, that's John the dumper,” he said.
«John the dumper ! Who's he ?”
ifow long bave you run on this road 7" ask-
J Puvnean.
“Four years. DBut what's that to do with the

fiotter ™
# You bave run here four years, and don’t
-

Do you know

“ Where did you pat it 2 T asked.

“ In-this little brass” (indicating the small
arrangement uear the window of a car for hold-
a ticket). “[ placed it here, and I don't see
how it conld have fallen out.”

“ Never mind ; you needn’t look for it.

! said, and passed on.

Returning, I asked her who ocenpied the
seat behind her when she first missed the check.
At this instant the door of the car opened, and
the man with the wooden leg cane in.

answered.

This was sufficient for me to know.
the dumper had stolen the check, and was rid-
ing free. 1 remembered now, when I camwe
through the car to collect tickets the door of
the closet was fastened ; and just then arriving
at a station, I had gotten out,and when I came
back I passed the door without trying it. The
man was in there, and as soon as [ passed out
of the car, had taken a seat behiind the lady
and stolen her check.

I wils trying to think what measure to
surste. To put him off and have teoubie; o1
ot him ride at the company’s expence ? |
did not like his looks. It seemed to me
whether on account of the stories | had
hea:d or not, that he could “Lnife a man”

Jolin

’

{‘pow Jubn he duwmper ! Well, that beats we !

“The gentloman coming in the door,” she] ,

“w

here! I thought we would get stalled,”
remarked Dancan.

back after the balance.

the first, and the remainder of the tirain
the last section,

At the entire train was connected
again.  After a time I wet ahead to the
spress car.  For some reason | couid not
devine I felt wrong in leaving Billy alone
the Lalf hour we had been getting up the
hill; and it was this fecling that induced
me to go and seo if everything was right.
[ was surprised at finding the car door
open, and [ was alarmed, and almost
speechless, at finding  Biily's arms tied to
the handlos of the trdhke-dn which be was
lying, a picee of strap and cloth in his
mouth, and a string tied around his head,
keeping it in place. The trapdoorsin the
car was thrown elear back.  As soon as
my nervous ingers could remove the gag,
he gaspe |

*John the ¢

“When "

’

ipor !
| 1, looking around.

Has

“Gone! Jumped from the train !
robbed the cart

I got off and walked up-to the head of  object to paying the tax levied for public
the train, and gave orders for one balf of | charity, because the benefits are not con-
it to be run up to a station three miles be- [fined to Catholics, or beeause the faith ot
yond; and then for the engine to come |the Roman Catholic Chureh
The express bag- | pressed on every man, woman and child as-
gage and two passenger cars camprisod |

publie schools, instruction in the Catholic
|taith. He might, with equal propriety,

i3 not im-
sisted by the fumd. lie might with equal
force,, object to the tax levied for the cap-
port of hospitals; because the skill employ-
ed is not contined to Catholies, or the rites
of the Caurch are not administered by the
same hand that relieves suifering humanity,
He might, with equal justice, object 1o
paying a doilarof puolic tax, unles the
amouut coliected 15 expended uader the
s1pervi.io 1 or the Church, for its interests,
vy the hands of its duly appointed guear-
drans, To  admit this principle of self-
interest; in the expenditure of public
moneys, would be to elevate the private
interests of the citizen above the pnblic
interests of the State ; it would be subver-
sive of good government, because it would
destroy that equity of administeation thai
13 essential to tho peace and weltare ot the
state. Theretore, wside from the bad edocts
that would develop themselves in the

proving in all the cotton towns of the
South. -~ The planters are in_better condi=
tion to “hold hack” their crop than at®any
period since the war. Heretofore {he.y
have had it so heavily mortgaged .that
they were forcel to sell it, these mortga-
ges always maturing prior to October 15.
I'ais put cotton at a very low fizure. Now
the planters, comparatively speaking, are
little in debt. ;

\

— ace

I e trial of the relative ad-
es of dy ite, gun cotton, ard
r was recently mace at the
thnnel works under Ciifton
land, with the result of showin: tha
mite is muth superior to either

of gunpowder.
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