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APPENDIX,

—)
—

PROCEEDINGS OF THE  CHESTER BRANCH SOCIETY,
AT THEIR GENERAL ANNUAL MEETING, HELD ON
MONDAY, ocT. 6T#H, 1817. |

1. Substance of the. President’s Speech.
GENTLEMEN,

o CONGRATULATE youon the retutn of this An-
l niversaty. 'The peace which now generally pre-
yails, aud.the groing _prosperity of Bible Sociglies
thrunghout. a large portion of the, world, ‘fill the mind
wilh noble ideas, and cherish the hiope, that the time
is fast approaching when the knowledge of the Lord
shall.cover the.earth as the walers do the great deep.

The liberal support whigh you have bitherto givew
10-the Bible cause, forbids.a doubt of the continugnce
of your.aid ; thongh.the pressuce of the times, through
abe failure of Lthe craps of some former years, and the
scareity.of circulating medium, may, in the mean time,
cramp, your.exertions, and copsiderably lessen, for the
present yeor, the wumber, of subseribers. The defici-
ency of pur. contribulions does pot, I am persuaded,
arise. [rom avy.indference to the cause in which we
are engaged,  Why.sheuld we be indiffergnt in a cause
o glorious ? ' Exery shilling cast into our funds helps
to-swell.the streams of that fopnfain, which is scuding
forth into exery land the waters of hfe and salvation,
How.mnch should. this eonsideration animate us to be
;stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in this werk
of the Lord ' '
* ] cannot coficlude without congratulaling you, that




