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COME, LET US REASON TO- ‘
GETHER

Let us suppose a case. Let us as-

syme that, after another election or two
iﬂv‘e should be unfortunate enough to
‘elect as members of the city govern-
ment five men who were influenced un-
duly by politics, or by other consider-
ations unfavorable to the public wel-
Or, let -us

suppose that, of 'five new commission-
ers, some side-wind of popular fancy
should have elected three whose judg-
ment or whose tendencies were open to
question.

Would the civic electors and the tax-
payers generally desire, or intend, that
such a commission should transact its
business behind closed doors? Is not
the question answered as soon as it is
asked? :

It is by pl;esenting some illustration
of this sort that we come at the mean-
ing and intent of the commission sys-
tem, and understand the causes leading
up ta the strong emphasis placed upon
the fullest measure of publicity as an
essential feature of government by the
plan we have chosen.

The election which resulted in the
choice of the present commissioners was
one which brought increased efficiency
and notably better administration than
St. John previously. enjoyed. The
Times and The Telegraph, which from
the first advocated the commission sys-
tem, have no hesitation today in saying

fare from a civic standpoint.

_ that the system itself is the best yet |

devised for cities, and that, on the
whole, the regime of the present mayor
and commissioners, though perhaps far
from perfect, has been an excellent start
toward the business-like, economic, and
yet - sharply progressive government
vvlvh'ich a growing and ambitious city
must set before it and seek with the
utmost determination. Nevertheless,
frankness compels the assertion that the
itransaction of public business in pri-
vate committee is a backward step, sug-

gesting the older and darker days; that |.

it is a procedure entirely at variance
with not only the spirit, but the letter
of the commission plan submitted to
and overwhelmingly app.roved by the
. electors of this city.

JAet us examine a further illustration.
Liet us say that three bodies of citizens,
or three individuals, desire to transact
some business this week with the mayor
and common council. ILet us assume'
that one of these delegations or indi-
viduals represents a_ wealthy and influ-
ential interest, that another represents
a small and uninfluential minority in
the community, and that a third repre-
sents some group of foreigﬁ capitalists. |
Now, we are willing to assume that the
mayor and the commissioners would
déal with all of these men fairly, and
from the standpoint of the common in-
terest as they understand it.” But it is
essential, if these delegates are secking
concessions which affect the general
public, that their representations should
be made, not in private, but in public, in
order that the electors may know where
each commissioner stood on the ques- |
‘tions involved, and what reasons guided
“him to the conclusions he reached. The
commission idea is that, if the .question
had any public interest at all, the pub-
lic should know what the petitioners
said in support of their case -and what
the commissioners said and did with re-
spect to it. This is the very essence of
government by commission. Those
who say otherwise missed, or have for-
gotten, the very soul of the movement
which gave St. John its present form
of administration. If there is any com-
missioner whose perception is so limit-
ed or whose memory is so short, let
him study these questions afresh.

See now, on the contrary, what three |
of our commissioners tell us. They say
that it is sufficient, after a private com-
mittee meeting, that they shall issue to
the press a statement prepared by
themselves, summarizing what was done
in privnté. We have only to return to
our first illustration to measure the fol-
ly of such an argument. In other |
words, let us suppose that, instead of
the five gentlemen now at City Hall,
we should be unfortunate enough to
have, next year, or the year after, or
five ycars hence, a commission a major-
ity of which should be composed of
men whose motives were open to ques-
tion in the view of any considerable
body of the electorate. If such a com-
mission were to transact business in pri-
vate and issue a cut-and-dried state-
ment afterwards, would that be either
satisfactory or in accord with the letter
or the spirit of commission govern-
ment? No, surely.

The commission plan wduld not be
necessary at all if the average body of
men selected to govern a city were al-
ways wise and public-spirited ycyond
question. They will not always/ be so,
and for that reason the commission
plan set up certain well recognized safe-
guards, among which constant and
frank publicity was by no means the
least important. Commission govern-
ment means the open door. When the
door is closed we are not enjoying com-
mission government except in name. It
is the first backward step that must be
checked.

Let us look Section 12 of the :

SEA POWER SUPERB

When King George visits Liverpool
there will be for his inspection, a column
of merchant liners composed of thirty
vessels of this class and five miles long.
The Boston Transcript sees in this pro-
posed exhibition an object lesson, not
to the King, who is a sailor himself, but
to onlooking neighbors; and that journal
believes a similar purpose animates those
in charge of the arrangements for this
summer’s naval manoeuvres, when 844
warships, of all classes, exclusive of air
craft, will be concentrated, and the flags
‘of 28 admirals will be shown.

“Such a gathering of war vessels,”
says the Transcript, “is equivalent in
demonstration of power to the mobiliz-
atioh of one of the great continental
European armies. It will ‘he Great
Britain’s explanation of why it gets
along with no larger drmy and an inti-
mation of how: it will be 4 great factor
in the politics' of Europe. Nor will its
entire naval hand be shown in the man-
oeuvres, for they ‘will not exhaust its
list of available ships. There are oth-rs
which in reserve are as impressive as if
they were present at the mobilization.
British militarism, in the ‘sense of war
power, has gone to sea. The person-
nel of the British navy exceeds 186,000,
all ranks, and the naval reserves aggre-
gate 48,000. No other nation approxi-
mates this total. Our newest battle-
ship just laid down is numbered: ‘89,
and of ‘battle cruisers’ we have none.
Our authorized personnel is nearly 64-
000, a goodly force, but not quite half
the number of those over whom floats
the ‘white ensign.’”

Great Britain does not want to fight,
but, as the Transcript says, if it has to
fight, it wants the world to see it lacks
not ships, men nor money.
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By just what route the G. T. P. is”

to reach Courtenay Bay.
e ® & o

What has become of the Andover-
Grand Falls section.

: ® ® & i
What is to be the route of the Valley
railway from Gagetown to St. John.

> ®© © @

How the 'l‘ranscontinent;l is to ‘make
connection with the Valley railway, and
where.

When the G. T. P. is going to take
over and operate the Transcontinental
from Winnipeg east.

s 0 S

If the Standard has the situation well

@

® ® @

iin hand it might start on these questions

and answer them explicitly, say tomor-
row. /
® © @

The Standard says the government
has the situation “well in hand” with

@

| respect to the G. T. P, the Transcon-

tinental, and the Valley railway. Yes?
“Well in hand” is a vague phrase that
will scarcely satigf)"’ the Borden Club,
for example. Will the Standard tell us:
® ® &

Yes, children, the wolves, the foxes,
and the bob-cats in the cages in Rock-
wood Park will all bite if you poke your
fingers within reach—and they are all
perfectly right in doing so. Give these
wild forest folk a fair chance. 'They
deserve kind treatment. Teasing them
means cruelty and ignorance.

o & © &

When the G. T. P. terminals -are to
be completed, meaning thereby not .the
Norton-Griffiths contract but {e G. T,
P. pasfenger station, elevators, immigra-
tion sheds and the like, which are nec-
cssary to handle the traffic as soon as
the new railway begins to haul through

&

!trains to and from Atlantic tidewater

in winter.
& & & B

Archdeacon Hudson Stuck, the Epis-
copal missionary who has sycceeded in
climbing Mount McKinley and reaching
the summit of the highest peak in North
America, saw nothing of the records Dr.
Cook says he left there. Perhaps they
were destroyed by the earthquake which
shattered the ridges near the top of the
mountain a few months before Arch-
deacon Stuck made his ascent. Perhaps
not. ¢
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(--DOUGLAS FIR--)
5-8" x 3" SHEATHING

ABSOLUTELY CLEAR and
has a beautiful grain unequalled by
any other wood.

10 pieces in each bundle.

length bundled separate.
Price Lower Than Spruce

J. RODERICK & SON
. J

Brittain Street

Each

FERRY SERVICE

On and after MONDAY, June 16th,
the ferry will be run to Reed’s Point
beginning at 6.82 p. m. from Carleton
and continuing the rest of each day,
until further notice. ~The work of
sheathing the East Side piling will be
carried on between 632 p m. and 6
@ T i
H. B. SCHOFIELD,

Act in the face and act accordingly.

6816-6-28. Comnissioner.

| dan.

. THE EVENING [IMES

-TUESDAY, JUNE 24

This is the natal day of Viscount Kit-

! chener of Khartoum, the hero of the Sou-

He was born sixty-three years ago
in Kerry, Ireland, and entered the Royal |
Engineers when twenty-one. He won |
his greatest distinction in Egypt and !
was later chief of staff and commander- |
in-chief in the South African War.> |
|

Thomas Ahearn, a prominent Ottawa |
capitalist, is fifty-eight years of age to-
day. He has been interested in many im-
portant electrical contracts, including the |

construction of the C. P. R. telegraph|

system from ocean to ocean. ‘
A

LIGHTER VEIN |

LADIES, READ THIS
“What's the trouble at your house?”
“Hunger strike for a new bonnet.”
“Your wife refuses to eat?”

“No; she refuses to cook.”

NATURALLY
1 was a juryman last week,
And there is no denying
I found the whole thing, so to speak,
Undoubtedly most trying!

iRl Ry
THE WAY OF THE WORLD

“My father has lost ev-rything!”
Exclaimed distracted Sue.. ;

As Herbert rose to go, he said,

~ “Qh, no, he still has you!”
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LAWN MOWERS

like to see your lawn looking well But perhaps your

mower has “had its day” and you find it hard work keeping the

lawtt’ in

trim. Why try to get along with your old machine,

You can save time and energy with a new machine and make

your work pleasanter. You may not need the highest price mower made, but you

our line.

need a good mower —the kind we sell - Wa shall take pleasure in showing you

Prices from $4.00 to $9.50

Accordh;gtoSize

OUT OF HIS ELEMENT

First Cut-throat and Robber—Did youi

pull off that job in Syracuse?

Second Cut-throat—Naw. Do you
know, when I get away from New York
I get nervous.

MISFITS
The stores that sell clothes fill the pa-

men—
Broad shouldered, with waist lines- that
taper—
I long for such clothes there
then. |

So for some of their duds I make pay-i

ment
And hope like those pictures to be;
But, however fine is the raiment,
It looks like the dickens on me!

I go to the tailor and hatter
And stand for a whacking big bill,
But the cost of the things doesn’t mat-
ter— i
I look like a frankfurter still!
I am too stout, Sir, you say, and am
aging?
That's ‘more, sir, than I can quite

see!
’I‘hougheethat coat on the hook seems
engaging,
It looks like the dickens on me!

You think that T ought to get married?
Oh, there is abundance of time! ]
And love, for me, somehow, has tar-
ried—
However, Pm just in my prime.

That silken noose never so charrming,
Becomes you—but let me stay free!
Its snaky folds segm most alarming—
*Twould look lilg the diekens on me!

Gem, ‘‘Alone Tn The Jungle,”’
Selig two-reel masterpiece, Wed-
nesday and Thursday. See it.
It’s a sure winner !
-

)

The Best Drugs

THAT IS WHAT YOU WANT

1t is bad enough to be sick with-
out having to take drugs of doubtful
strength and value.

If you need a particular medicine
or if your doctor has ordered some-
thing special for you, let us supply
it and you will be sure of the high-
est quality and service.

We give the most painstaking
and thorough care to the filling of
prescriptions.

There is no need to worry about
the drugs you take if we supply
them.

Place your drug orders and pre-
scriptions in our hands.

We guarantee satisfaction.

Porter’s Drug Store
“Tto Biggest Liths Drug Storin TheTowa"
Cor. Union and St. Patm:k Strects

DON'T YOU DREAD
SUMMER BAKING?

Its warm, wearisome work, and
“takes a lot out of you”” There's
no real need of it, either! Just
use BUTTERNUT BREAD
for a while, and you'll be sur-
prised how much you'll like the
change. BUTTERNUT
BREAD is dlean, light, whole-
some, substantial, and has a de-
lightful flavor all its own.

Let Your Grocer Supply You
<~ WITH —

BUTTERNUT BREAD

500 bus. Banner Oats
500 bus. P. E. I. Oats
Timothy, Clover, Peas,
Beans, Corn, Etc. Also
Garden and Lawn

Seeds.

JAMES COLLINS

208-210 Union St. Opp. Opera House
'Phone Main 281

|

per
With pictures of handsome young

|

and i

|

|
|
|

R.H. ml_N,

INS, L™

All Kinds—from the cheap, small wick stoves to the
large New Perfection (as shown) with which
you can toast, broil or bake, in fact,
anything that can be done
with a wood or
coal steve.

An Oil Stove Saves a Lot of Discomfort During The
Hot Summer days.

Germain QOil Stoves
wﬂlth‘ 1, 2, 3, 4 or 6 wicks 95¢ to $4.10

‘ Wickless Blue Flame ,
with 1, 2 or 3 burners $3.50, 5.00, 7.00

New Perfection Blue Flame
_ with 1, 2, 3 or 4 bumers $2.75 to 22:65

Qil Stove Ovens $2.50 to $3.50

\

.

Emerson & Fisher

93 GERMAIN STREET

Stegl Ranges Have Taken The Lead

Steel ranges are getting more popular every day and our sales
of these ranges give us proof of the satisfaction the users have.

This new Champion Steel Range is our leader. Having all
,modern improvements made of the highest grade steel and
Gitted in A | style gives it first place among steel ranges.

Then our Superb and Victoria, though cheaper in make-up
and without so many improvements for coaling up etc, give
you a splendid steel range at a pricé in reach of all and guar-
anteed the same as our New Champion.

Call and examine our line of Stoves, Ranges, Refrigerators,
0il Stoves and Summer Goods for house use.

Open Friday Night Till 10 O’clock; Close Saturday at |

18 - 20 Haymarket Sq.

‘Phone 1614. -

is eut from our original ‘ American Navy’ Plug.
A c00l and most fragrant smoke. Made from

* WOOD.BLOCK PAVING »#

| Under Improved Methods It is Report-
| edto Be Proving Very Satisfactory

(Ottawa Department” Bulletin)

(; The paving of city" streets with wood
|is again coming into favor, new methods
of laying the pavements making this one
of the most satisfactory of pavements.
Vancouver's pavements are largely of
the same material. Eighty-two per cent
of the new paving in Minneapolis is
Fwood-block, and Saskatoon and other
western towns are giving the wood-
block paving the preference.

Best results are obtained from rectan-
gular-shaped blocks, cut from southern
or Norway pine, which are thoroughly
| seasoned and creosoted. This latter pro-
| cess mot only lengthens the life of the
B {
“ity for water, thus preventing the .weak-
ening of the wood-fibres and reducing its
tendency to buckle. gl'he most approv-
ed method of laying this pavement, used
,in London, New York and other large

el icities, is to first make a concrete found-

! ation four to six inches thick, on whch
is laid & thin layer of sand, or, better
I still, of moist Portland cement, into
i which the blocks are closely set.

| The blocks are from five to nine in-
i ches in depth and must be free from
| defects. Care must be taken to place
| them with the grain perpendicular to the
| road-bed. If laid with theslong edges
[at right angles to the curb the joinls
1:«1‘9 apt to become worn by the calks on
| the horses’ shoes, so to prevent this and
| to ‘best provide for possible expansion,
i the paving is laid at an angle of about
| sixty-seven degrees with the curb. The
joints are usually filled with ground ce-
ment and the surface of the paving is
then covered with a thin dressing of

B

ood but reduces its absorptive capacs

the finest selected American leaf
tobacco.
SOLD BY ALL DEALERS
Manufactured by

ROCK CITY TOBACCO CO., QUEBEC. |

Black and Brown

Canvas Oxfords
With Leather Soles

40c Per Pair

Boys’ and Girls’ sizes from
small 11 up to large 6.

These afe a Special Bar-
gain Lot and just at the right
season of the year,

Come Early and Do Net Be
Disappointed

Open All Day Saturday Until
11 p. m.

Closed Friday Evening

REAL BARGAINS

$0¢c. Hair Brush for 7c.

$1.00 Ebony Hair Brush for eve,
$5¢, Box Stationery for 10c

25¢. Box Stationery for 15c.

§ 1b. Bat Castile Soap 10c.

5¢, Bar Castile Soap 4c.
Fly-Stop Fly Paper 2¢c. Eacl
Oil Stove, 2-Burner, 90c.
Rubber Balls, 2c., 4c., 5S¢, 9cy 3icw

‘7

ngc., 22¢. to 50c. Each.
Sand Pails, 5¢c. ,10c,, 34c.
Hosiery, Gloves and Underwear.

ARNOLD'S DEPARTMENT STORE

83—85 Charlotte Street

WE DON'T GARE

When you come into our store
we don't care whetber you want fo
ouy 8 cents worth or $5 worth.
You will get just the sange attention,
good service and he made to_feel
that your custom is appreciated. ¢

ROBB'S DRUG STORE

'Phone Main 1339 137 Charlotte St. _

COAL AND W00D

Directory of the Leading Fudl
-« Dealers in St. Johs

COAL.

- ON

AMERICAN ANTHRACITE

HAVE BEEN FIXED

S

w2 i
and we are now in a position to
take orders at lowest prices.

R.P. & W.F. STARR, Ltd.

49 Smythe St. 226 Union $t.

Scotch Hard Coal

To Arrive From Glasgow
In a Few Days
Scotch Chestnut, Scotch Nut
and Scotch Jumbo.

Please Order Promptly to Secure
Delivery From This Steamer.

J. S. GIBBON 2 CO.

1 Union Street,
Telephone Main 2636

And 6 1-2 Chm:l_otfe Street: -~

[ Ladies’ Stylish Neckwear and Frillings
: Laces, Hamburgs, Ribbons, Etc.

Lisle Thread Gloves in Black, White Greys, Tans Etc.
Special Lot of Sample Collars, Only 15¢ Each, 2 For 25c.

A. B. WETMORE, 59 GARDEN STREET )

LANDING THIS WEEK;
1000 BUNCHES BANANAS
Prices Right Prime Stock Call and Examine

C.H. KNODELL, No.1 Water St.

Telephone 2281

LATEST FAD

Cameo Rings and Brooches,
Pearl Set Rings Etc.

Expansion Watch Bracelets,

Employers Liability Assurance Company, London, England.
Accident and Sickness Insuramce Covering Every Accident
And Every Sickness

LOCKHART & RITCHIE, .\ Genersl Agenss

m. St., - ST.JOHN,N. B.
Phone.114 Live Agents Wanted

from the standpoint of cost as well it
compares favorably with the asphalt,
macadam and brick now being used in
Canadian towns and cities.

The manufacture of wood-blocks for
paving would furnish sawmili owners
with a means of utilizing the many de-
fective lags of Norway pine unfit for
saw material and, could a steady market
be developed, much of the waste in con-
nection with present lumbering and mill-

coarse sand, which beds into the pores
of the blocks and roughens them.

Such a pavement has the smoothness
of asphalt and will last almost without
repair ‘for fifteen years under ordinary
conditions. It is sanitary, noiseless, eas-
ily kept clean and has a certain springi-
ness lacking in asphalt, and so is much
easier on horses’ feet. Expert labor is
not required in its laying, and the cost

of maintenance is practically nil, so that | operations could be aovided.

(What 25¢ Will Byl

We Are Now Bool:ing Orders

1 At Lowest Prices
|

Scotch and An;éjr?can Anthracite
GEO. DICK, 48 Britain St.

Foot of Germain St. 'Phone 1316,
————————

5 Ibs. of Granulated Sugar for
2 Cans of Salmon for -
2 Cans of Tomato for - - - 25¢
8 Ibs. of Oatmeal for - 25¢
6 Cakes of Comfort Soap for - 25¢

= 25¢
- 25¢

ar oet iunES |
A. @ J. HAY, - Jewelers - 76 KING STREET
”

6 Packages of Soap Powder for 25¢

Grant’s Grocery
L337 City Road, ’Phone 2232J

Who's Your Plumber ?

CARLAND ® REGAN
OF COURSE! }
Anyone in St. John will tell you
that good plumbing is assured if we
do the work. We employ only
skilled workmen and guarantee sat-
isfaction. The best of Plumbers’
Supplies can always be found here
in large quantities at attractive
prices, ’Phone Main 2679-11.

Get our Estimate.

CARLAND & REGAN, 86 Princess St




