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TUICATMENT RECONSIDERED. '

!

When the theory of a clisenso is correct, it supports, and U;

supported by tlie practice. The most conclusive evidence of

the correctness of the prcmis'es hero set forth, is in the efRcat^
of th practice they Indicate—which is to rouse the energy af
the sympathetic nerves—to restore the secretions (iiid to rcmovi
congestions. These are the primary and cardinal indicalionl

in the cu Cholera. I

In the aia.. ^d machinery of man we perceive ft systern o;

causes av.1 e^ jtsso mutually connected and niuiually depon
ant that wo oannot understand the operati»n of a single isolate*}

part without reference t»» the whole. So in this disease, ari|i

fulfillinj; the indications of cure, all must be viewed relativelyfi

as cause and effect—for no one indication »'an be fulfilled and

a cure performed without affecting all—and the different indi|

cations should be fulfilled simultaneously.

The object of bleeding is to prevent or remove congestion;^

or in other words to increase the power of the heart oVek- Ih

circulating blood. The principle is plain. I5y diminishing th

b^»dy to bo moved the relative power of the mover is increase!

It IS apparertt then, that bleeding is necessary, not only for tl

plethoric and robust, but also for the aged and infirm. Tl
feeble and metteclual efforts of the heart must be assisted h

hbstractin^ a portion of that fluid which clogs and impedes i

motion. It is true the aged and infirm—the debilitated em
grant will not bear—neither do they roquirio so large blpedinj

as patients of an opposite descnpticm. But the ))rlnciple— ti

object to be attained is the same, which shpuld be born m mi
and abstract such a quantity as will enable us to excite a nif

vigorous aotion of the heart, by the use of pure stimulttilts, a\

thus the congested vessels will be unloaded.
We have said that the distress at the pit of tho stomach, i

uniformly present before or at the time" the pntiont is takj
down, strongly indicates the necessity of bleeding. This se
sation is generally in the situation of the somihinar gatiglid
and may be considered Ftriclly a nervous riilection. But if tl!

nerves are thus injured, a corresponding dimuniiion in the a|

tion of the heart, and consequent congestions njay be exp^clel
as well as an entire failure in the function of the sccretu
glands— but sliouhl the glands partially maintain their woiit|
secretitms, before they could sufiiciently purify the blood, t

ctiuu oi ilso huart )Vould be so impdiicd tijai congebijons wou
nsue. The preoept to draw blood until it flo^ve *^

ii fi

iream,'^ 18 intended for that advavwjed stiigi; oftlio dis6^.s6' J
'*''huh blood iu prucuri'd with dllliculty. It uut-uufrequcnif


