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the world, corrupted, debauched and divided, have
long fincc fallen a prey to lavage invaders. A de-

luge of ignorance, barbarilin and fuperftition has ef-

faced the monumenis of former learning and mag-
nificence. I'lieir proud ambition, enormous cruel-

tics and abominable wickednefs provoked Heaven to

blot them from the lill of nations. A new race have
fprung up, to inherit their territory, who have
formed governments, and had their day of prof-

perity. Holland, Switzerland, Italy and Germany
were once independent, free and profperous flates.

But not knowing the time of their vifiration

—

not

minding the things which belonged to their peace ^ they be-

came infatuated, and then fell an eafy prey to " the

mighty power under whofc iron rod all Europe
groans" and bleeds at every pore. And they fell,

not in the high places of the held—n* by force of

arms ; but by blindly yielding to the inftdious arts of

iheir defigning conquerors. They had drunken of " the

wine of aftonifliment," by which they were intoxi-

cated, divided and enfeebled ; and " then their ruin

became inevitable."—And can we fay that our own
nation is in no danger from this intoxicating cup,

of lofing the things which belong to its peace? Alas,

whatever be the caufe, our profperity and glory are,

in a meafure, gone, our peace is fled, and war, with
all its baneful attendants, is now our portion ! 'i'he

caufe may be traced to our fms, which teftify againft

us. Thefe have provoked the Lord to anger ; and
his anger againll fin is the fole caufe of all mifery,

perfonal and relative, individual and national, tem-

poral and eternal. The fins of profelling churches

have often provoked the anger of Heaven to remove
their candleftick out of its place ;—nations tremble

for the fame caufe : yea, the whole earth, and crea-

tion itfelf, groan under the load of man's guilt. The
judgments of God are abroad iu the earth, becaufc of
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