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four millions of dollars. In 1815 the first steamboat was

built on Lake Ontario ; to-day Canada is the third maritime

power in the world, with six million tons entered inwards, and

five million tons entered outwards, engaj^ed in carrying on our

trade. In 1851 Canada had but fifty-five miles of railway
;

to-day tliere are three thousand miles in operation, several hun-

dreds of miles under construction, and a scheme on foot to

build 2,500 miles more that will present a route between Eng-

land and Japan, 1, 100 miles shorter than byNew York and San

Francisco, and give us a continuous line of four thousand miles

across the continent. We possess a system of canals the most

complete in the Avorld, that cost us twenty millions of dollars,

—so complete indeed, that President Grant looks upon it as

part of the St. Lawrence navigation. The aggregate of our

banking capital is over thirty-six millions of dollars, and the

savings of our people, represented by deposits in our monetary

institutions, amount to about sixty-four millions.

We have coal in Nova Scotia, on the Atlantic ; coal at tlie

Saskatchewan, in the heart of the Continent ; and coal at Van-

couver's Island, on the Pacific. We have mineral wealth as

various as our needs, and, in extent, boundless. We have, at

our doors, exhaustless fisheries, the richest in the world, fur-

nishing an annual yield estimated at twenty million dollars to

the various countries engaged in them, and giving us a nursery

for adventurous and hardy seamen. Our agricultural product

is immense, and capable of indefinite expansion ; and our

forests are the envy of the world. We have, or will have shortly

,

70,000 sailors, and now have at least 700,000 men between the

ages of 20 and 60 available for defensive purposes. As for

territory, we have more than half the continent, and elbow-

room for a population of 40,000,000. Religious freedom exists

here in its most perfect form, and our elaborate system of com-

mon schools, colleges and universities gives an equal opportunity
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