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„^ lUi^^lM^tt already t^iAM, thai0rei^t BriUOii de-

res the reTii(iiw vf^ the frentict between hmt vmih
Himink>n9, imd thofie i>f the linked Stutes,

i, vMk mf view to an a^cquiflition of territoiy a«

dl|»MMiliQ^fpoa0of se^wri^herpossoiiioiii^

Tto ]RriMi gov«i«i»eilt eoii«i4prH» UlMss, from

ili:«»;Q«Mi«j[» to TalrQ Superior, both inclusive, tob0
^ M^tlnNlitaiy iSifOBtaer of tb0 British possessions

^ iHoii^ Amftiion. As (fbe iveiik#T pomer m thfi

piTovt^ Ai^fi^n contjypi^nt, the leasl capable of act^

ftin^^S^sKvely/iiiQi thie moat exposed to sodden |n-

^yiisionji Oirei^t ]Rrita«i oonsidevs the military occopa-

pon of t^eso Mes ns^ necessary to tbe«ecQfit;2f ofW
idominiwme. A boundary lioe< equally dividioffi tlles^

9^ators, i^ifh $, vigb^ iift ea^b nation to arm, both upon
he lakes and upon their shores, is calculated tt» ;$%.

te a ooniefjt fi)r nAVal Ascendancy in pace as w)e)l as

» war. TMe power which occupies these lufces

iihould, as a necessiii^y result, have the military o^'CUo

f,jpation of both shores. In furtherance of this olvject,

tihe British government is prepared to propose a boun-
'^ dary. But as this might be misconstrued as an in-

tenftoa to extend their possessions to the southward
of the lakes (which is by no means the object they
*iave in view) they are disposed to leave the territo-

ial limits undisturlied, and as incident to then, the
)|free commercial navigation of the lakes, provided that

fthe American government will stipulate not to main-
tain, or construct, any fortifications upon, or within,

fa limited distance of the shores, or maintain, or con-
|struct, any armed vessel upon the lakes in question,
or in the rivers which empty themselves into the
5ame.- ; -f-^--

/••.•

If this can be adjusted, there will then remain for
discussion the arrangement of Jie nortlmirestern
boundary between lake Superior and the Mississippi,
the free navigation of that river, and such a variation
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