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LIFE OP BISHOP rilELAN. 9

for holy things. Cliikh'cn and parents were thus taught to love Cod
and liow to serve llim. Having first attended to the spiritual retpiirc-

incnts of the people committed to his charge, until he formed them to

virtue, or, at least, until he brought about a ha}>py change in their

morals, he now inidertouk to oncourago their intellectual culture by
means, wliieli, at the same time, would provide them with Catliolio

hiformation. Thus, durhig the years 11S20 and ISoO, wo tind him
repeatedly encouraging C.itholic literature in ^Montreal. He was*

aware that a good sound Catholic education would alone protect tho

rislnt: ucncration and make them useful members of societv, so wu
find liis name constantly connected with the schools. Hocunicnts still

exist to prove to us that ho devoted much of his time in superintend-

ing t!io schools, and by liis presence giving encouragement to both

jnaster and child. I'rom the beginning he seems to have had a par-

ticular ze;il ibr the instruction and formation of youth, and notwith-

jEtanding the other nunierous duties ho had to })eri'nrm, we (ind his

lamo associated with tho conducting of tho sclu)ols in 18111, 'ij2, 'iW,

Old 'o4. The 151st .Alay. ISlj;}, we lind him procuring Catliolic books

•to be de)V)sited at the 1! "collet schools. The same he did in 18iJ7

and ISol); and in tho year 1F40, wo find him encouraging schools at

^the Kccdllot Institution for Irish children. 2sow, when wo coii.^ider

rather JMielan's labors in connexion with the scliools, and tlio other ,

..duties whiel), owing to the unhappy events of the time, had to be dis-

i^harged, and that under trying circumstances, wo feel embarrassed

'Ijiow to account ibr the sncces.-lul management of every matter com-

iiuilteil to him, and for the great jiulgnicnt and presence ot' mind
'fc.\hil)iled under tins ordeal. .1 am alluding to the cholera of 18r,2 and

l^'.'A, when he had to do mnro than ordinary duty, ibr ho w.is tlun

he only Irish ])ri('st in .Moi-.treal. It was on this paiuj'iil occasion that

he truly showed himself the Pri(\-t ol' (iod and the p(op!e; and his

Undaiuited courage, accompanied by a zeal for tho spiritual wclliiro of

liie si(!L and dying, made such a great inijarssion on the minds of his

I'ongregtition, that they ever ai'ter had unlimited coulideiice in iiini.

a\;;ain, during the troubles of tho aboHivo Insurrection <if iS.'jT-'.'iH,

nilo wo lind Father riiehni liic jiriest of order, and tluro are living

Vitness{ s to-day t',» tislil'y to the great iiilhn nee which ho txerei;nl

Cer tlie ('allio'ie Irish in and around .Alontrral, Suhstipu ntly,

ibu'ing the distnrbanco whicharose among the Irish on tho Lachino

'Canal, we Iciirn wliat contro; he had o\er their minds, liir on that

iu'cision his niddm apjiearance amongst them, with a 11 w words frtnu

Ms lips, snllieed to (|uell that wild commotion, when passion had risen

^o its hi-hesl, whilst an unncd f(;rce would then liavo proved but very

p,iK'ir<'i'tual.

The year IS;!,") witnossed alt th.'st nudiee could suggest, or that (i

slandering jmss nuild pmdnce, to tarnish the character of that saintly

JM'iest, and bring into disnpnte the eonduel of the inmates of tliat

l'!!ar!!:dile Institution, the Ilr.lil Diin; but tJod pinteeinl ilu? inno-

tent aud bullied tho dibits of tho aich-cnouiy, who, no doubt, wrought


