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^cave to fubniit a few leading fadls rcfpefting that

fettlcment, and this flagrant depredation by order

of theSpanifli court. Your Majefty, and the pub-

lic may give me full credit both for the ac-

curacy and authenticity of the following state-

ment :

1

In 1785 a plan was fubmitted to your Majcft\''s

mlniftry by Mr. Richard Cadman Etches, a mci-

chant of the city of London, for profecuting and

converting to national utility the difcoveries of

the late Captain Cook, and for the eftablifliing a

regular and reciprocal fyftem of commerce be-

tween Great Britain, the North-weft coaft of Ame-

rica, the Japanefc, Kureil, and Jeflb iflands, and

the coaft of Afia, Corea, and China ; the plan

was warmly applauded and patronifed by the mi-

niftry, by Sir Jofeph Banks, Sir John Dick, and

many other perfonages of rank and acknowledged

abilities, who rendered Mr. Etches every affiftance

in digcfting and maturing the principal outlines

of the undertaking. Accordingly two veflels, the

King George, Captain Nathaniel Portlock, and

the


