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Indians laid drunk, and were crying. I cast my eyes into the towns and

cities of the East, and there I beheld buffalo robes hanging at almost every

door for traffic ; and I saw also the curling smokes of a thousand SlilU—ind

I said, « Oh insatiable man, is thy avarice such ! wouldst thou tear the /kid

from the back of the last animal of this noble race, and rob thyfetlow-man

of his meat, and for it give him poison / '

" • * • •

• ••••••
Many are the rudenesses and wilds in Nature's works, which are destined

to fall before the deadly axe and desolating hands of cultivalmg man ; and

80 amongst her ranks of living, of beast and human, we often find noble

stamps, or beautiful colours, to which our admiration clings ; and even in

the overwhelming march of civilized improvements and refinements do we

love to chciish their existence, and lend our efforts to preserve them in

their primilivt. rudeness. Such of Nature's works are always worthy of our

preservation and protection ; and the further we become separated (and the

face of the country) from that pristine wildness and beauty, the more plea-

sure does the mind of enlightened man feel in recurring to those scenes,

when he can have them preserved for his eyes and his mind to dwell upon.

Of such " rudenesses and wilds," Nature has no where presented more

beautiful and lovely scenes, than those of the vast prairies of the West

;

and of man and beast, no nobler specimens than those who inhabit them^
the Indian and the buffalo—^ji)int and original tenants of the soil, and fu-

gitives together from the approach of civilized man ; they have fled to the

great plains of the West, and there, under an equal doom, they have taken

up their last abode, where their race will expire, and their bones will bleach

together.

It may be that power is right, and voracity a virtue ; and that these

people, and these noble animals, are righteously doomed to an issue that

will not be averted, it. can be easily proved—we have a civilized science

that can easily do it, or anything else that may be recjuired to cover the

iniquities of civilized man in catering for his unholy appetites. It can be

proved that the weak and ignorant have no rights—that there can be no

virtue in darkness—that God's gifts have no meaning or merit until they are

appropriated by civilized man—by him brought into the light, and converted

to his use and luxury. We have a mode of reasoning (I forget what it is

called) by which all this can be proved, and even more. The word and the

system are entirely of civilized origin ; and latitude is admirably given to

them in proportion to the increase of civilized wants, which often require a

judge to overrule the laws of nature. I say that we can prove such things

;

but an Indian cannot. It is a mode of reasoning unknown to him in his

nature's simplicity, but admirably adapted to subserve the interests of the

enlightened world, who are always their own judges, when dealing with the

savage : and who, in the present refined age, have many appetites that can

only be lawfully indulged, by proving God's laws defective.


