
I have only to wifli, that His Majefty and His Miniftry had lelfure

from the important Affairs of the Nation, and of Europe^ to confider

their Merit, and then I affurc my felf, inftead of depriving them of

their prefent Privileges, they would continue them forever j and,

if there were room for it, add as many more.

The id Charge in

the Bill agohiji tht

CharierGovernrni nts,

that they have exer-

cisV arbitraryPower^

anfwer'd.

The other Charge in the Bill is, That they

have exercised arbitrary Powet. If this be

aim'd at the Proprietary Governments,

which however I don't accufe, I have no-

thing to fay, but am fure that the Charter

Governments ftand clear of it. The Thing

fpeaks loudly for it felf. For in the Govern-

ments where there areCharters, and thofe Charters entire, all Officers

Civil and Military are elcdled by the People, and that annually j

than which Conftitution nothing under Heaven can be a ftronger

Barrier againft arbitrary Rule. For fliould it be allow'd, that the

People, corrupted or deceiv'dy might inftead of wife Magidrates chufe

Tyrants and Oppreffors to Lord over them one Year j yet it can't

be imagin'd, that after they have felt the Smart of it, they will

do fo the next. Nor can there be a greatei Obligation on the Rulers

themfelves to adminifter Juftice, than that their Election depends on

it the next Year. Hence the frequent Choice of Magiftrates has

been ever a main Pillar, upon which all who have aim'd at Freedom

in their Schemes of Government, have depended.

As theReafon is inconteftible, fo the Fadl is apparent, that thefe

Governmenf.i, far from retrenching the Liberty of the Subjedt, have

improv'd it in fome important Articles, which the Circumftances of

Things in Great Britain perhaps don't require, or won't eafily admit.

To inftance in a few ; There has been froxn the beginning an

Office erefted by Law in every County, where all Conveyances of

Land are enter'd at large, after thv Grantors have firft acknowledg'd

them before a Juftice of Peace ; by which means much Fraud is pre-

vented, no Perfon being able to fell his Eftate twice, or take up more

Money upon it than it's worth. Provifion has likewife been made

for the Security of the Life and Property of the Subjeft in the Matter

of Juries, who arc not return'd by the Sheriffof the County, but are

chofen


