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public (^ye ironi undue oppression. lict'c^rc the al>oliti<>n of

the slave trade this was probably the noblest triunij)!! obtained

in the cause of sutl'ering humanity.

An interesting episod«> in the life of Vincent at this time

dese'ves notice. On one occasion he observed among the

convicts a vounc; man driven abiiost to madness bv the

reflection that his family, during his captivity, would be

deprived of the means of sul>sistenc(\ Vincent was so

afte';ted by the sight of this man's misery, that, being unable

otherwise to relieve him, he managed to take his place,

bore the chain and worked in the galley service unnoticed

and unknown, till after the lapse of some months he was

discovereil. lie bore through life the honorable marks of the

chain. J»y the advice of M. de 1^'rulle, afterward Cardinal,

Vincent, in IfilT, left the house of the Count de Joigny, and

undertook a mission at (jhatillon, now in tlu^ Department of

Ain. While there, the town was A'isited by pestilence and

famine. With the clergy of the locality he was incessantly

employed in procuring subsistence for the living, and comfort

for the dying. Emulating th(ur exami)le, the ladies of

Chatillon built tents, carried the sick to them, and pro-

vided food and medicine ; ladies of the highest rank shared

this dangerous and laborious work. On one occasion while

Vincent was going into his pulpit, a lady asked him to recom-

mend to his people a poor family, tive miles from Chatillon,

sick and utterly destitute. He complied with zeal and elo-

quence. Numbers, carrying bread, wine and provisions, visited

the poor family. Vincent also went, and seeing the al>un-

dance of the supplies, said, "This is a good deed, but not w^ell

regulated. This family has too much, and some part of the

supply will prove useless. AVhat is not consumed at once will

be spoiled and wasted, and the poor pt^ople will then be as

badly oti' as before." He had the spirit of order and arrange-

ment, and accordingly devised a scheme by which not only

that particular family, but every other in the neighljorhood

similarly afflicted, might be eti'ectually relieved. Instances of


