
26

liives, it would be well to watch closely before sliootin<i; the birds, as they are too

valuable to be wantonly destroyed, and in all cases an examination of the stoniacli

contents should be made, and the infonnation i^ained should be reported.

There is scarcely a farui in the country that has not one or more pairs ol'

Pluebe birds nestino- in or about the buildinj^s, and I fancy there are not many
bridii^es of any size under which a nest may not V)e found ; and so 1 hope it may
continue, for the rha'be is a most useful and friendly little bird. It has all the

^ood traits of the family without being too ai(<rressive, and no suspicion ot any
act which is in the least injurious attaches to it. If the birds and their nests

are left unmolested, they will return year after year to their old home, and as

none of our feathered friends are more valuable than they, we should give them
every encouragement to do so.

I have particularly mentioned the Kinj^ bird and Phcebe because the}' may
be retfarded as typical of the whole family to which they belong, and l)eing

familiar in their habits, they are likely to be well known to everyone. All the

other species are more or less birds of the woods and orchards, but each one of

them in its own chxsen locality is rendering us good servic<> the whole summer
through.
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SPARROWS, FINCHES. Etc.

This is a very large family represented in Ontario by thirty-four species.

Want of space prohibits my calling attention to the food habits of each of these

s])ecies in detail. It will, however, be sufficient for the purpose of this paper to

refer particularly only to those which in some manner are specially beneticial

or injurious to the crops usually cultivated for profit. Ail these birds are insect

eaters in the summer months, and their ycning while in the nest are fed entirely

on insects ; but in the autumn, winter and early spring, the mature birds subsist

principally on the seeds of wihl })lants and forest trees.

The Rose-breasted (irosbeak is one of the largest and most beautiful of the

family, and is of more than usual interest because it is one of the vei-y few birds

that will eat the (!!oloi'ado potato beetle and its larvie, and also the larva! of the

Tussock moth, this last being a hairy caterpillar, very destructive to almo.st all

shade and oirhard trees. A specimen of this bird in my possession eats both
thest! insects readily. Unfortunately, these Grosbeaks are of a retiring disposition,

and usually ivsoi-t to the seclusion of the woods, but it is one of the few species

that seems to be increasing in Ontario, and if unmolested it may possible become
more familiar in its habits If so, its services in lessening the nuinbei" of Tussock
moths would be of great value. None of the native members of this family aiv

addicted to euting the ordinary grain or fruit crops, Imt the Purple Finch (the

adult male of this species is crimson, not p(n'|)le) in the spring is .sometimes injur-

ious in orchards and gardens, where it destroys the buds of fruit trees. Tliey
will also devoui- great (|uantities of sunHowei's and other .see<ls. They are not,

however, generally sutHcientlv nuniei'oiis to cause much loss.

A member of this family about which there has been much controversy, is

the impoi'ted Eui'opean House Sj)an'ow. This bird was introduced into Ontario
al)out the year LH7.S Ity some gentlemen who notloubt wi're under the impression
that the sparrows would devote them.selves exclusively to killing and eating- the
cater|>illai-s tluit infest the shade trees in our towns. They eitlier forgot or did
not know that the sparrow belongs to a cla.ss of l)irds whose diet consists of


