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Rland. This has Ixh-u lakt-n t<> pioNc that some
hvinf,' oif^'anism is the ctttTtivf rau>o. but another
theory is more probable, as we shall >ee later.

In the earlier stages, parenchymatous f^oitre can
usually Ik? cured, either by feedint; on thyroid extrat i

or by means of potassium iodide. Marine* ha>
pointed out that in America tliere was formerly
a serious connnercial loss in some districts from
cretin lambs, and that sheep and dogs with goitre

were numerous
; the .sul)stitution of an io(lift'rou>

salt for pure rock-salt has been comj^letely successful

in preventing all the>e manifestations.

<halmers Watson, and more recently IMmunrls.
have .)btained goitre in fowls by a meat diet. The
low iodine-content of the meat makes it necessar\-

for the thyroid to enlarge, so as \u take the greate>t

achantage of what iodine it can get.

There is alnindant e\idence that iodides, and
especially organic combinations of iodine such as

iodoform, have great power in enhancing the
activity of the thyi -id gland. We ha\e already
seen that the gland normally secretes iodine in the
blood-stream, combined with a globulin. Roos.
and more recently Hunt and Seidel, have shown
that the activity of the colloid varies directly with
the amount of iodine contained in it. When iodides
or iodoform are gi\en b\- mouth, they are taken up
by the thyroid and secreted in the blood-stream in

the form of iodothyrin, the normal acti\e principle

of the gland. The amount of iodine in the gland
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