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I.

\Vheîevcr an), great enterprise is
to bc undertalcen, God chooses as
the instrument of its achievement
sonie man of sterling integrity, of
indornitable xviii, and tînbounded
enthiusiasm. So when there arose
tie question of quieker word tran-
sit between flic Old World and( flie
Newx, God laid bis baud on Cyrus
\W. Field, aîîd said, as Nathan of
old said unto David :" Thou art
die n"l to undertake this work.
As wc read his life, it would scemi
thiat the carly part of it -%vas but a
preparation for this great work.
Likýe thie greater majority of the
Meni wh)o have left their imipress
on ftlic Iistory of the world, Cyrus
W. Field came fromn humble cir-
cu!istances. I-lis father ivas flhc
Congregational minister in Stock-

bridg, ,Màass., whierc lie xvas born
iii 1819.

Gyrus livcd the simple life of a
M-assachilsctts village lad tili lus
sixtecnthi car. At this age lie
persuadeci his parents to, let lîim,
go out into the w'orld and seek luis
fortune. Ii lis pocket hie carr.ied
the modest sumii of ciglut dollars,
ail luis parents could afford to give
him, but behind tluat lie had the
capital of a strongy heart, filled NNith
goo(i principle, and a mother's
prayers to follow himi xhitherso-
ever lie should go.

His first situation xx'as iii A. T.
Stewart's store in NMew York, at
the si'nall salary of fifty dollars a
year, to be doubled for the second
year. Here lie spcedily becanie a
favourîte, and it xvas mueli to the
regret of bis employers and fellow-
clerks tlîat lie severed luis connec-
tion with the firm iu 1838 to go5- to
serve as a book-keeper for luis
brother, Matthew. Five years after
leaving home, in 1840. lie becamne
junior partner in the firmn of
E. Root & Go., paper manufac-
turers, and in tue same vear, at the
earlv age of twenty-one, lie tookc
to hlirnself another and a better
partner in the person of Miss Mary
B. Stone.

His first business venture is flot
amiong flic successes of bis life, for
it wzis only six mouthis after hie
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