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INTRODUCTORY

OME thousands of copies of this
namber of THE COMMERCIAL
will be printed for general
distribusion, in addicion to the

namber required for regular sub-
scribers. A copy of the issue will
therefore fall into the hands of many
} rsons who are not regular readers
of the jonrnal. Some whc chanco to
receive this number may wish to
koow something about the journal.
Tie CoOMNERCIAL, a8 its name implies,
is primarily a paper for business men
and other pevsons who wish to keep
informed regarding the commercial
news and general development and
resources of Western Canada. Its
columns are filled with matter per-
taining to trade, commerce, manufac-
tures, finance, insurance, mining news,
market reports, etc. Its particular

field is Western Canada, including
the vast territory lying between Lake
Superior and the Pacific Coast. While
considerable space is given to general
commerecial matters, particalar atten-
tion is given to commercial progress
and development in Western Canada.
The journal is published weekly, at
Winnipeg, Canada, and will be mailed
to any address in Canada, the United
States or Great DBritain, for $2 per
annum, (8s. 4d.) in advance,

Persons, either at home or abroad,
who wish to learn something about the
vast region known as Western Canada,
will find Tae CoMMERCIAL a valuable
and interesting paper. Its aim is to
give only reliable information about
the country. A representative of the
paper visits every settled portion of
the country at least once & yvear. The
great provinee of British Columbia is
given special attention. Each week a
budget of British Columbia matter is
given, prepared by our special re-
porters on the ground there. Thus
THE COMMERCIAL is kept in touch with
all parts of the country, and in this
way the journal has earned an en-
viable reputation for reliable infor.
mation concerning Western Canada.
Tbis paper has long been looked upon
as an authority on matters concerning
that portion of Canada west of the
great lakes of the St. Lawrence.

A great interast is now being taken
in mining matters in this country.
Western Canada possesses several
mineral districts which are now evi-
dently on the verge of an era of great
activity. The rich discoveries in gold,
silver and other metals, made during
the past yeat, have drawn much at-

tention to our mineral wealth, and
foreign as well as home capital is now
flowing in for th. development of
these natural resources. The first
wave of activity in mineral develop-
ment has already been experienced,
and during the next few years West.
ern Canada bids fair to be the centre
of the greatest mining activity any-
where in the world. In order to keep
the readers of THE COMMERCIAL posted
in legitimate mining matters, the stafl
of the journal has recently been in-
creased. Those who wish to learn
about our mineral resources and de-
velopment, will find Tre COMMERCIAL
a reliable medinm of information.

THE CoMMERCIAL is now in its
fifteenth year of publication. At the
time this paper was established, the
development of the country had just
nicely started. Railways were just
gaining a foothold in the country, and
the Great West was only beginning to
awaken to a new life. Sincethat time
great changes have taken place, and
we may safely hope for even greater
progress in the near futare,

To those who are not acquainted
with Tue CoMyERcIAL, We would say
that this journal has no political in-
terests to serve. Its polities will be
the welfare of Western Canada.
Political questions will be discussed
only in their relation to commerce and
the material interests of the country.
The aim of TeE CoMMERCIAL has been
to keep entirely free ftomthe influences
of party, creed or cligue, and the im-
partial manner in which this policy
has been carried ous, is frequently
attested by letters from and statements
of our regular readers,
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