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THE PRESIDENT ON RECIPROC-
Y.

Several subjeots of speclal interest

dlams were discussed by Pres-

v C

ident Roosevelt dn his message to the
Unfted

States congress, recently
As an Amenlcan power, the
doctrine s @ matter which
concerns Canada very considerably.
We are aleo very materially interest-
el in ¢he proposed Isthmus canal. The
question upon which most Canadians
ure best laformed and most generally
Ierested, however, 1s that of reciproc-
Ky. The president spoke very plain-
Iy upon this subject and made #t
quite clear where the Unked States,
ar at least the governing pary In that
country stands In regard to reciproeity
and the tarift question generally. This
wiil be very Interesting reading <o
Canatfans dn view of the movement in
the United States in favor of reci-
pocity with this  country. Whitle
dnstitutions In  several
ading United Scates cities have been
moving n favor of reciprocky with
this country, the rerarks of the pres-
Ment would Indicate that the reciproc-
ity siment does not permeate of-
flolal or governing cfrcles, at least to
the same extent as it does the com-
merclal Interests referred to.

Regarding the <ariff, the president
®id very plainly that the protective
wilcy would remain In full effect as
the “national policy” of the country.
“The first requisite to our prosperity.
#11d."ls the continuity and stabd!ity
this economde policy.” This makes
! clear enough where the governing
party stands in regard to protection.
The statement ocoasionally made that
wird-protecidve theonles are on  the
n the republic is mot borne out

line of argument adopted by
* prestdent at any rate,

As [om reciprocity, says the presi-
dent, " must be treated as the hand-
of protection.”  Again he
“Our fiest duty s to see that
the rotection granted by the tariff in
every case where It s needed Is main-
fainel and that reciprocity be sought
for = far as K can safely be done
Without dnjury to our home indus-
tries. The dutles, he urges, “must
never be reduced below the point that
Wil cover the difference between the
labor cost here and abroad.”

Aler prociaiming the virtues of
Pt ton In this fashiom, the presi-
dent jeoceeds to discuss the necessity
for nlarging the markets abroad for
Unite] States manufactures, in order
that the present ‘“level ot prosperity
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may be retained.” This s to be ac-
complished by reciprocky arrange-
ments where possible, and to “secure
“hese markets,” he says, “we can util-
Ize existing duties in any case where
they are no longer needed for the pur-
Pose of protection, or In any case
Where the article fs not produced here
and the duty is mo longer necessary
for revenue, as giving us something to
offer dn exchange for what we qa,
This shows how reclprocity 15 ¢o be
‘reated as the handmaiden of ro-
tection.  The United States wiy pur-
chase such commodities as cannot be
produced ak home from those coun-
wries which take thelr manufactures,
The high tariff on sych commodities
48 must be imponted, will be useq (o
extwact preferences from other coun.
tries.  This is the president’s fdea ot
redlprociy. It is pot g give-and-
take ancangement at a)
“mounts {0 saying:

W It you will give
Us certain preferences, If not, we
must tax or exclude Your goods,

It 48 evident from this statement of
‘the case that there is not much pros-
pect of freer trade relationship pe-
tween this country and the Republic,
It Canadians took the same view of
reclprocity, the first thing we would
hutuvally do would be to dncreage
our danifft o correspond with that of
the United Staces, our tanif belng
oW very much more favorable to
that country than the United States
tarift Is ¢o us. The two  countries
Would then be on an equal footing a
to veclprovty of tariffs. Then we
Would say to the Unied States: Here
s a list of commoditles which we
cannct produce at home. We will
Purchase these commodities from you
I you will repeal your duttes on Can.
@dlan manufactures
implements vehioles, ma
manufactices of [ron and steel, etc.,
ete.  This sounds somewhat eidicu.
lous, but It 1s the view of reciprocity,
a8 presented by the president’s mes-
sage.

This shows the improbabliity of
anything being accomplished dn the
Way of more favorable trade inter-
©Course with ¢he United States. It also
shows the disadvantageous position
Which this country would vecupy in
any effonrt to negotlate a veolprocity
arrangement with the United States,
Owing to the fact that our tariff vn
commodities Imported from the Unit-
1 States 18 much lower than the
Unised States taniff on such commod-
ities as we have to offer for expoet
to that country.

—_—

THE COAL OIL QUESTION.

The recent trouble with the quality
of coal oll sold In the West has again
drawn attentfon to ¢he coal ol ques-
thon, For many years the questlon
of coal oll has been one of Importance
in Canada,  Several distinet agita-
tions have developed in connection
with ¢hils commodity, covering separ-
ate phases of the matter. Coal oll
prices, coal ofl dnspection, coal oll
freight rates, coal oll dulies, etc.,
ete, have been debated over and over
agalin, In several political contests
coal oil has been a factor for consid-
erable discussion. 8o far as the
presemt trouble 18 oconcerned, it Is
probable ¢hat it has ocourred through
@ blunder In some quarter. Tt 1s not
at all probable that the Standard Ol
Company would knowingly supply
the stuff that has been sold here for
coal ofl. Tt would not be good busi-
ness policy ¢o do so. Even great
monopolistic corporations do mot Ms-
regard orddnary business principles
o carrylng on their enterprises. On

the other hand such corporations are
generally conducted In an  up-to-date
business manner. The probability |s,
that some tanks of oll were, acoldent-
ally or through neglect on the part
of employees, adulterated by the in-
troduction of some other commodity.
The company should of course hasten
to make right the losses which have
been caused by the delivery of this
bad vl to customers, and we have
the statemend of the local manager
that this will be done.

Tt 43 not the question of bad oll,
however, that we wish to bring ont
at the moment. This s only am in-
cldent whereon to base an argument
‘The question is ¢he great coal ofl mon-
vpoly, which reaches practically all
around the world. Now, if the coal
ofl business 1s to be a monopoly, why
should 1t not be a government mon-
opoly, or In other words, a people's
monopoly, owned by amd for all the
people? It Is claimed that we have
In  Canada undeveloped territories
which promise to prove very valuable
as producers of petroleum.  Would 1t
not be in the interests of the peaple
that these landa should be kept out of
the hands of speculators, and retain-
ed for the people. The histary of the
Past shows that a few shrewd cap-
itallsts or political favorkes have fre-
auently stepped In and absorbed vast
natureal wealth which belonged right-
Iy not to the few, Lut to all the pen-
ple.  These favored ones have made
the people, In this land, alleged to be
ruled by the people, pay dearly for
ahe privilege of using and consuming
thelr own property.  Oil 18 only one
commodiiv dn the Mst which 18 a na-
tunal source of wealth In this great
country.  If the oil business Is to he
a4 monopoly, we say agaln, why
should not ¢he government caery on
ithe business for the people, and efther
supply the ofl at cost. or use the prof-
fts dn reducing taxation  The oll, as
& natural source of wealth, helongs
first to ¢he people, and on this grouna
pacticularly there 1s force In  ¢he
argument that oll lands should be re-
servad for the benefit of the people.

The Standard Ol Company Iast
wear pald the enormous sum of $38,-
000000 In dividends .  This ameunt
would fust ahout pay all the ex-
menses of carrying on our mavernmeant
for the yvear. Canada, It Is claimed
has  preater  undeveloned  natural
wealth tham anv other country in the

world.  Tn theary therefrwe our pea-
Dle are very wealthv. In  prastice
the wea'th roes tn the few, It we

had retained our of] terwtories  andq
ather praat resanurees and Asveloned
them for the naante—the niehtful own-

ers—what would have haen ¢he ra.
#It?  The anestion s ¢on e ta an-
swer. At any rate. we would mnt

likely have taxes to pay.

MISLEANING TRADE STATISTICS

The publication of annual trade
statistics for Cannda aeain ealls at-
tentfon to the ahsurdity of nttempt-

Ing to show the Import and evnort
trade of the country hy provinees
Many of these feures are nitedy

misleading when they are taven ns
representing the actual trade of the
different provinces. Many misleading
newspaper and other articles are has-
ed on these trade stntietics. Only this
week a leading dally paper came to
hand containing an article which pro-
fessed to show the evport and fmport
trade of the provinces, and the con-
sumption per capita of the peopls of
the different provinces. The article
was of course based on government
blue book fgures, and as such was
utterly worthless and mislending. it
is only necessary to refer to Manitoba

839

to show that the figures are mislead-
Ing. 8o far as they may b- taken as
Indicating the trade of *1 ' provin e
A large portion of the guods exportea,
as well as the goods imported fnto
Manitoba are credited to other pro-
vinces, owing to the fact that the
B00ds are entered at a port in the
other provinces. Manltoba, being an
Inland province, makes the poorest
showing, owing to ne fact that her
trade, as just stated, fs credited to
POrts In the other provinces, through
which our export und Import trade
passes. For fnstance, for the fiscal
year ended June 30, 1900, Manitoba {s
credited with exports of only $3,565,
675. This, of course, (s absurd, so far
as it Is taken to represent the actual
€xports of the province. Those who
are familiar with the trade of the pro-
vince know that our wheat exports
for that year were alone about four
times greater than the entire exports
credited to the province In the Do-
minion blue book. Yet newspapers
take up these statistics and comment
upon them as indicating the relative
trade of the different provinces,

Exorbitant Freights.

Vietorla, B. €., Dee, 11.—Two writs
were to-day served on the Victoria
representative of the Rritish Yukon
company, otherwise the White Pasg
and Yukon route, each claiming $20,.
000 from the company on the grounds
rallway had
not baen approveq by the Dominion
Eovernment as required by the Do-
mwinlon Railway act.

There are the actions which it was
sald a few days ago  would e
brought. The claimants are the Uppar
Yukon Consolldated company anq
John Clearthue. were larze
shippers to points in the  Yukmn,
They aek the return of frelght ratag
and passonger pald the com-

whom the company exacts

any un-
Just or extortionate toll rate w
charse =hall in  adaitian to (he

amount = unfustly exanted

be en.
titled *o recover from the

comnany

as damaces an amount due tn thraw

times the amount so unjustly ex.
acted."

Thoca 1re Bt tast coens, and 1 rhys

erneseful aptlane In

volving milliane of Anllare will he

Tenresentartives of which are In (.
thwa at present In cannectton - with
the rafusal af the Daminion gnyer.
nent to Apprave the tariff suhmitteq
bV the comnany Higeine and Elljart
are aciing for hath claimante Ay
&tated the other dav. they will ron.
tend that the ratee were exorbitent
averacing abont M cents X
And that thoes takine artiane Ineur.
red sarlous loex throueh the eompany
Allowing  gecret rebates to com-
petitors,
—

Lake Superior Coal Stocks.

W thae the seqeon of navieation
s proctically cleaed st upner Lake
Buperfor parts coa) dealere are sizing
un the eitnation with reemrd to west.
ern stacke of Pennsvivania coal. It
s fonund that she amount of mal on
Tand in conslderahly short of the es.
timated reonirementa,  adthoneh  re.
oaints At the docks have heen larrer
than In other year's. The
thon of ¢he weet (s inereasing  and
neceeearily dte fuel raquirementa are
dnomeqeine alen  Tha mild weather
Which hae chorasterivad the winter o
for hoe fmnmaved the sitnation mn-
#APTANY And A fow mare weeke of
It Wil mave un far the shartaee in
the onenine of the winter,
The reamn why mere coal wi

earried westward this year fa that
ore hoate were 80 rished with et
bound work that It M4 net nav them
0 wolt st Rnffalo Mr moal carpoes

dlspatch of ore,

———

A vest nocket ealendar, piving the
Aave of the manth far the vear 1009,
has been recatved from I. L. Melkle
& Co,, Port Arthur.




