t would not the wonder have been still mare
-gmented, hiad the apecien been taken flum
“ang hose little curiosities of the Western
smisphere, called Homming-birds; with the
Jition, that its beak is pointed like a needly,
claws not thicker than a common pin; that s
4 ig about half an wnch deep, its egg abut
s size of a smcll pea; and that, nevertheloss,
is diminutive bird is adurocd with o plumas, o
the nichest hues, and covered witha down
st makes it resemble a velves Bawer: But -
ed, the structure of the smollest msect, or
inutest aninial, in the creation of God, carnes
ang with it the mast indisputable evidence of
Divine uriginal; natnely, thatit is beyond the
-sibility of art to imuate, or the utmost stretch
tmman ingenaity to comprehend!

Mortos 18 one distinguishing characteristic of

¢ Anitnal from the Vegetable Kingdom of na-
re, and this peculisrity will be found tv be ab
lutely necessary; for if the food or nutriment
animals is not brought to them as to plaats,
-means of roots or ather conductors, they inust
eds go in search of it; and how wisely are
mished with instruments for the purpose, some
the form of limbs, some of wings, sume of
ns, and some of the reptile tribe are enabled
move by the dispositien of the muscles and
res of their bodies; but what would this pow-
of mation and means of performiog if have
-gified, had these cteatures been left to grope
“the dark, without ability to distinguish the good
-m the bad;
-To thun their poison, and to choose their fuod.”
Might they not as well have remained to per
t at the spot which gave them bisth, ag to have
rayed only to get their framas shaltered by
ery intervening obstacle; or the vital spark
_inguished by mistaking the baneful plant for
o wholesome hertb., To remedy such evils,
_wever, Nalure, or rathecthe God of Nature,
or in this sease I wish slwaye to be undes-
ood), has not only provided them with senses,
-t has 'taken the utmoyt precavtion to gurrd

o@ externsl injury these wonderful pieres of

-quisite skill, as well asthat seal of all sensclion,
vm whence the ramifications of tho nerves take
«ir tise.
Without breatking,to put the wheel in motion
_the cistern, no animal could exist, and how
_mirably situated acd guarded also are the or-
wns of respirvation, and that myslerious morement
that faints not, neither is weary,” but by night
_d by day, asleep or awake, in motion or at rest,
-ats in unremitting pulsations, with greater re-
ularity than s watch, in the breast of some ani-
s for €0, in some 70, and in others upwards
- 100 years. I might also notice the admirg-
~ structure and wige disposition of the other
-us in the animal country, but this would be
~onvistest with my preseot limits and design;
must, however, observe on the whole, that
-ch will be found most conveniently sitoated
¢ its respective uses, and formed in the wisest
__ner for its various purposes;—that while
_hiogis nuntini to reader the structure com-
~ts, there is nothing superfivous or madein
.uis. The fecler’s of the Butterfly are no less
__..nlial to her well-being, thanthe
—o Elepbant; and the leg of the ¥ly caa no
__.w say 1o ils soing, thau the eye of the Hu-
==t Body to its kand, I have no need of thee.”
But if the right consideration of the structure
}d saimals as well as the wise provision made

rodoscts of
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for their ludgmont and subsisience, must con-
vince the most sceptical that all arc the doings of
a Deing infimite in power, and fearful in worhang,
and iusprse the religious plulosopgher with such
sentiments as Davip exprussed when contem
plating the formation ot the human frame, tnuyt
we nut also adopt such languuge as hie made use
of ou another occasion, and sy, when reflecting
on the manuner in which these . catures are re-
praduced, and the wonders of that pro creative
power by which a continued succesmon 18 hept
up, Thune eyes sato them rwhen they were made an
Vscerdd, and curiously wrought in the luwar places
of theearth  Whether they come mio the world
in the shepe of anituls completely forned or
through the medium of ¢ggs, sull the Lusiness
of gencrulion must remain & tmystery, aud be
reckoned amongst the pumber ol the dork things
of Gud!

‘Fue proviswn for kecping
creatures within duo hnuts, 18 no less remorka-
ble than thet for Lunging them mto bemg.—The
most formidable monsfers are thinly scaltered,
ur canfined to particulur sputs.  Long lived
animials arc observed to have few joung at o
tunc, while thosé of the greatest utiliy, or such
asare used for auunal toed, wbouud 10 every
climute, ang the short 1n duration are uncom-
monly prohfic!

The instinct displayed by many of the irra
tional creation for tho preservation of their,
vonrg, is also astomshing, and 1in some instances
has been referred to as example of the strong-
est proofs of affection.  * How often,” saye our
Savicur,  would [ have gathered the clildren
together as 3 hen gathercth her chickens under
her wings, and ye would not!”—but there are
some of this arder who stand not long 1n need of
parental protection and mstruchion, for the new-
ly calved Hippoputamus on the death of hus dam,
will, ot the sight of donger, betske bunsell to a
place of safety in lns natural element at the bot-
tom of the nver. Tlis might bring me to
speak more fully of thuse patticular nstncts by
which animals are disunguihed; but as I shall
have occaston o notice a few of these 1n cop-
sidering some pecubianities m the different orders
as 1 go along [ shall here drop my general sur-
vey, and preceed 1n next number to that of
Quadrupeds.

f et et mrend
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From the Cheep Mcgasing.
THE DISTINCTION OF AGES.

The seren first years of life, (maa's break of duy)
Gleamwms of short scnse, a dawn of thought display;
When fourteen springs bave bloom®d his downy cbeek,
Ho soft and blosbful meanings learn tospeah;

From {socnty-one proud manhood takes iladats,
Yet 1 not strength complets till fwenty eight,
Thence o his five-and-thirticth, life’s gay fire
Sparklies, burns loud, and fizmes in Sierce desirs;

At forty-1100 his eyes grave wisdow wear,

And the derk future dime him o’er with cars;

Oa to the mine-and-forticth, toils 1ncrease,

And busy hopes and fears dusturh his peace;

At 4fiy si3, cool 7easea reigns entirs,

Then life burns steady, and with temp’rats firs;

But eixty-1irce unbinds the body's stzength,

Ere tb* uawearied mund has run ber langth;

And when from secer'y Age surveys bar last,

Tir'd she sope abort—and wishes all were past.

Hall.
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THE ACCOMPLISHED YOUTH.
——eloo—
EXPERIENCE TO BE ANTICIPATED BY RMB-
FLECTION.

ITisto be observed, that the young and the
ignurant are alwnys the most violent in pursus
The kaowledge which ia turced upon them by
longer pcquauittance with the world, moderates
their impetuosity . Study, then, to anticipate,
Ly reflection, that knowledge which expenence
often purchases at tuo dear s price  Inure
vourselves to fiequent consuderativn of the emp-
uness of thase pleasures whith cacite so much
strife and cutnotion omong mankind.  Think
how much more of the tiue cuguyment s loet by
the vivlence of possion, than by the weant of those
things which give otcasien to that passion,
Persuade yoursclves that the favour of God and
the posgession of virtue, form the chuef happiness
(of the rational nature. Let a contented mingd
‘and a peaceful hife, Liuld the nuat“place wn your
Vestimution  ‘Lhese are the concdusins which
fthe wise and thkis g rort of machod huve al
'ways formed ‘Ko these conclusiung, after have
img run the taco of passion, you will probably
leeme gt *he lost By formung than beumes,
‘you will make a seasonable ercnpe fium that
tempestuous rpion, threugh which none can
pass without suffering misety, contzacung gult,
and undergoing seveie remorse.

Blair.

DAWN OF GENIUS.
-d*.—

Frrerssos —Thie etwent practic-] philosophee
and astronotncr, wos born in an Lumble station at
Kesth, a small village in Scotland, in the sear 1710,
He learned to sead by mierely listening 1o the msiruc-
tions whih lus father communicates 1o an cldes bro.
ther [ie was aflcrnards sent for about three monthe
to the grammar school at Keith; and this was all the
scholastic cducation be cver receissd. His taste for
mechenics appeated when he ‘was only about seven or
+eight years of age; by means of a terning lathe and &
‘mee. he coxstructed maclunes, that served to illus
itrate the properties of the lever, the whezl, and the
‘axle  Of these machines, and tho mode of thew
apphication, he made rough drawings with a pea,
and wiote a bnief descripion of them. Unable teo
subsist without some employment, he was placed with
a neighbouring farmer, and occupied for some years in
the care of hus sheep.  In this suvaticr be commenced
the study of astronomy, desoting 3 great part cf the
night to the confemplation of the hoavens, while be
amused himoelf 1a the day time with making models of
spinning wheels, and other machines which he had aa
opportunsiy of observing. By another farmer, in whose
service he was afierwaids engaged, he was much en-
coursged in lus sstrcnomical studies, and enabled by
the assistance that was afforded lumin his necessary
labour, to reserve a pait of the day for making fair
copies of the obssrvations which he roughly sketched
out in the might. In makiop there observations, he
Isy down on his back, with & blanket about bun, and
by means of a thread strung wih amsil beads, and
sretched at arm's Jenpth between hus ey and the
stars, ha marked their posmtions and distances. The
mastar who thus kiadly favoured his search afler know.
ledge, resommendad him 10 some peighbouring gentle-
wen, one of whem took hun into his house, whers he
was nstructed by the butler 1a decimal snthmetic,
slgebra, and 1he slements of geometry, Bewng afler.
wards deprived of the assistance of his preceptor, be
returned to his {ather’s hovse, and availing h:mself of
tha informatioa derived from Gordon's Geographical
Gramuar, hs constructed = gleba of wood, covered it
with paper, end delineated upsn 1t 2 Map of the World;
be alsc added the meridian ning, and hormon, which he
gradusted; and by mcaas of this instrament, whieh
L:aubosmbohad 8T8r 5043, be Came 1o selve aR

preblarns in Gordos. )




