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oo0 well known by hie work withiu and without the Exchequer
Court to requîre any commnxdation here. Ri» work on the.
digests of eues» of tiie Supreme and Exchequer Courts, and as
reporter ef his own court speak for theinselves. 'W. expect
equal sucoms in hi» more extend.-d a:., bre.

THE SHYSTEP LAWYER.

The àihyeter la'wyer hais existedl so long, and hbu been so
generally referred to as "shyster/' that it le a matter of soin.
surprise to leau -that the word itself is of comparatively recent
origin. The. shyster ha» lived in ail ageS and countries, yet the
word ie of United States enigin, and even clamed by the lexi-
cographens as slang. The word, while not found ini the eider
dictionaries, now hau ita place in the English language in this
country te sucli an extent that it ean no longer be regarded as
slang, but must be cIassed as a ler'timate, expressive word.

The origin of the word "shyster" is obscure and doubtful.
Soin. authenities state that it i8 made from the word "shy,">
nieaning eiy, sharp; but as that ineanig of "shy" dees not
obtain in the United States, Webster 's suggestion that the. word
ie from the. Germen word meaning exereinent, is more likely cor-
rect, and certanly more aptly and fully deeribes the reptile
that lives among us. The shyster le indeed the. excrernent, the.
filthineus, of the legal profession. Sportamen are familiar with
a long, lanky, cnane-like bird, popularly known and nanied for
its nasty habite a» "shyspook." It doubties ocupies the saine
p1i.ee aniong birds a» the. jaekall among brut,%s, the shyster
an,.Ag lawyers.

The. Century Dietionary rather awkardly defines "shyster"
as "one who does business without professional honour, user!
chtie 11v of Zawyert."

The word appeans in the late law dictionaries, and is defined
in two reported ca»s, in both of whieh it was held te b. libellon
per se.

BaiZey v. K<&i#*neoo Pub. Co., 40 Mich. 251, 256, wa» de-


