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direflly in the way of chat purfuit, is
the naval empire of Great-Britainy its
redultion is therefore the objelt, up-
on which the hero of the nineteenth
century muft firft employ his natural
and moral facultics, and all his fu-
pernatural talents. [Cobbe:t's Regiffer.)

THE CONTRAST, No. 2.

The fecond example, we draw from
Charles the fecond’s reign: fo litle
did England, at that time, regard the
Balance of Power, that in the year
1664, War with the Dutcly was en-
tered upon, by the inconfiderate ad-
vice, and at the iftigation of Parlia-
ment.  "This produced a clofe corres-
pondence with France, tending great-
lyto enlarge and ftrenthen that Mo-
narchy, and has fince coft England a
profulion of blood and treafure. It
was not long however, before the
eves of the nation began to dpen.
France was making rapid ftrides in
power, England debilitating her re-
fources, therefore in January 1668, a
ftrict alliance, and in the Month fol-
lowing a Treaty of Commetce was
concluded with the United Provinces.
Charles the XIth, of Sweden acceded
to the Treaty which henceforth was
called the ‘Iriple League, to fupport
the Peace made at Aix-la-Chapelle.t
It was ftiputated by a fecret article
that, in cafe His moft Chriftian Ma-
jety fhould refufe to accept of the
Peace with Spain, as concerted by
this ‘[reary, England and Holland
were bound to wage War againft
France both by Seaand Land, until
matiers were again brought back o
the condition they were in, at the Ra-
tikcation of the Pyrenean Treaty.

The views of the trivle league were
;

to reftore to furope that- Balance of
Power, which two . fuccefsful wars

carried on by France: againft Spain |

t Man..inf.l Reczuil des’ Principaux Traités,
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had moch endangered. To under-
ftand the motives which led to this
alliance, we will teke 2 brief and cur-
fory view of the changes which ool
plice in the selative fituation of thele
rwo Powers, and the circumftances
which preceded them. o

The fuperierity that  Sprin had
derived from her immenie wealth
and extenjive poffeflions, the Ty-.
rany and high hand with which fhe
exercifed that fuperiority prior to the
memorable Treaty of Munfter cou-
cluded in 168, hed raifed the jea-
iloufy 2and indignation of the eother
iEuropean Powers to fuch a degree, us

made them behold with pleafure, the
P many and imporrant concellicns drawn
Ifrom Spain in that Treaty; and de-
j monitrate, by public rejoicings, their
| fatisfaétion at the humiliatiug terms,
by which alene, the Catholic King
obtained Peace with the United Pro-
vinces, after a vigorous War of eighty
wwo. years.  'The Empire, France and
England, it is truc, each in their turns |
had contributed to their fuppor:.
This powerful combination produced.
the defired eife, for not one of the-
feventy nine artdcles of the Treaty
but was calculared dire¢tly for the
Beuefit of the United Provinces ; not
one, but carrics the evident mark
of a forced condescenfion on the part’

of Spain.

Still, under, apprehenfions; crcated
by the remaining Power, and - firen-
thened by the ambitious views of His
Catholic Majefty, Europe tacitly ac-
quiefced to the article of agreemenc -
between France and Spain figned and
fealed in the  Ifland of Pheafants, in-
the River of Bidafloa, on the confines.
of both Kingdoms, November the 7th-
1659, commonly call’d ‘the Pyrencan:
Treaty; altho’ by this Treaty, France

lation and Induftry, and acquired an .
important chain ‘of ftrong fortified
Pofls for her frontier, e o

increaled in territory, wealch, Popu--




