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SURVIVORS TELL OF SINKING OF EMPRESS OF IRELAND-
I

-1

1ii RELATIVES BESIEGED OFFICERS 
TO GAIN NEWS OF SURVIVORS 

SAD SCENES AT S. A. CITADEL,

WRECKED NEAR FATAL SPOT 5■ 1 ,

HAMILTON HOMES 
AMONG BEREAVED

SALVATION ARMY 
STILL HAS HOPEB '

H i
I; ’ : :lk W

Sixty-One Members in List of 
Those on the 

Empress.

Deepest Sorrow Prevails — 
Long List of Hamil

tonians.
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\ (Continued From Page 1.)!

a bench on the east of the counter on 
which sat four young women. All 
were married, and all had husbands on 
board the Ill-fated Empress. Two of 
them were carrying babies. They had. 
riled the clerks from three o’clock iry 
the afternobn until eleven at nighf 
with questions, none of which could 
be satisfactorily answered. All of 
them had read the list of survivors, 
but altho their husbands’ names did 
not’ appear thereon, they still waited 
in the hope "that there had been some*
mistaket" —te. —

One of the women told The World** 
that she was positive that her 
husband must be safe. “I can’t rea-.' 
lise,” she said, "that anything has>i 
happened to hlm. I have ween here 
since early this afternocn, and I am 

that I shall see his name In the 
list of saved.”

Woman Collapsed.
A few moments later .more named; 

were added to the JtBt and the younj 
woman, carrying her child, forced he 
way thru the thronj?7 Once again hew 
hopes were shattered, but this tlmm 
the renewed disappointment prove#* 
too much and she would have col
lapsed but for the friendly offices of 
those who stoed arotmd her*.

Occasionally the awful sué pense of 
the waiters was allayed by a personal | 
telegram. Mrs. McAmmond, wife of 
Capt. McAmmond, received a wire asy, 
suring her of the safety of her bus* 
band. Word alao cams to the friend* 
of H. R. O’Hara that the whole fam- 
ily had been saved-. This was later 
contradicted. Mr O'Hara being given 
as amongst the lost. Mr, Gfeo. Wylie, 
1228 West King street, told one of the 
officials that his brother Jim had juet% 
wired him of his safety.

An anxious enquirer was A. Vislck. 
the automobile expert, who sought! 
news of a friend, Rev. J. Wallett, or{ 
Westcllffe-on-Sea. England. He was j 
not In the list of survivors. Charles j 
F. Holt, ex-president of Toronto Trades 
Council, sent his little daughter, Edith, 
on the Empress of Ireland for her 
health, but no news of her is yet’ to* I 
hand.

eating with other Salvationists and 
the families of theoee on the wrecked 
ship.

x vI -I! MOSTLY FROM TORONTOOVER THIRTY PEOPLE > Pitiable Scenes.
As a result the Army/ citadel hum

med all day with a crowd of excited 
information seekers, women pre
dominating. Here again, pitiable 
scenes took place. Many of the en
quirers had come from Earl«*t urt, 
bringing with them their little, ones, 
and in the absence of authentic news 
refused to be comforted. As fast as 
the officers received the tidings, bul
letins were published and placed on 
a board on Albert street. Tim! and 
again relatives of the S.A. delegates 
pushed their way thru the throng to 
scan the list of names, in the hope that 
the one they sought might be there. 
Too often they were disappointed. At 
six o'clock the last official bulletin 
was affixed in position. It bore just 
ninety-one names, and those who had 
stood there for the best part of the day, 
realising that they had lost those dear 
to them, turned away, overcome with 
emotion. **

Many, however, refused to give up 
hope entirely and divided their time 
between the citadel and the C. P. K. 
offices. /

With the closing of the stores and 
the suspension of •business, came a re
newal of the activity In the steamship 
headquarters. Intelligence was begin
ning to filter In over the busy wires, 
and the first official list of the sur
vivors was 
was an instant rush when a Clerk, in 
response to a clamorous interrogator, 
produced the list.
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Lipt of Survivors is Being 
Completed by Montreal > 

Headquarters.

-■IJ Many Foreignersy I ncludied — 
Report Was Not Believed 

at Fi^rst.
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r,By Hubert R. Evans.

MONTREAL, May 29.—A sad. 
strange i sight was that at Salvation 
Army headquarters here tonight. In 
a hall brightly bedecked to be the 
scene of -a triumphant send-off to 
some hundred army delegates 
London gathering, five'hundred uni
formed officers and privates gathered; 
there was music,\gs planned originally: 
there were speeches too, but the mu
sic wàs solemn and sad and the speech
es were made to be prayers. It was a 
memorial meeting for the dead army 
foil-

Were It not for the sweet trust in 
the Almighty, the gathering would 
have been piteous, but while many 
eyes were wet with tears, the five 
hundred voices unquavering to the old 
strains and words of “Nearer My God 
to The#,” “Oh God, Our Help in Ages 
Past,” and “Crossing the Bar.” “Oh, 
God our help in ages past, our help 
in years to come, our shelter from the 
stormy blast, and our eternal home.”

These were the words they sang. “We 
can always hope,” said a member, in 
explaining the change in the purpose 
of the meeting, “but we cannot but 
fear the worst. No word of our com
rades has come."

I Special to The Toronto World.
HAMILTON, May 29—Telegraphic 

news of the sinking of U> 
liner Empress of Ireland plunged many 
Hamilton homes Into . the deepest 
gloom today, for over .thirty local peo
ple sailed on the Ill-fated boat.
- The majority of these were Salva
tion Army delegates to the big con
ference in London. Eng. Many for
eigners are Included in the passenger 
list from this city. Several Hamil
tonians took passage on the steamship 
for a visit to their native home in the 
old country.

The astounding announcement of 
the steamer's loss was at first not 
given credence here, because about 
two months ago a rumor that the 
Empress of Ireland had collided with 
art iceberg and sank, with heavy loss 
of life, was widely circulated in this 

" city.
Teleglapfc and newspaper offices 

were besieged all day long with que
ries about the disaster from friends 
and relatives of the following Hamil
ton passengers, who sailed on t* ill- 
fated ship:

Harry Yates. 6 Rosemont avenue.
Mrs. Harry Yates, f 6 Rosemont ave-
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Collier Helve Ida, Which Was Struck my the —Empress of Britain, in July, 1912, Close to ihe Scene-of the Recent
Tragedy.f

£ Hi I/

knife and determined to uee it to fight 
his way to safety. Our own boats had 
been lowered, but before they could 
render any assistance a way of escape 
had been discovered by the desperate 
crew.

"Our bow were still firmly embedded 
in the Helvetia's side, so by dint of 
clinging to the rigging and anchor 
chains the crew of the sinking ship 
climbed to safety. As the list of hefr 
thirty-seven seamen dropped to our 
deck the engines were reversed and 
we drew away. Almost Instantly and 
with hardly a sound the unfortunate 
ship keeled over and sank. ‘

Hairbreadth Escape.
“For a few awful moments the lives 

of a th 
in the
Helvetia, a stfie Empress of Ireland 
struck the Storstad doubtless we would 
have shared the same fate. As It was 
no lives were lost, but how clos< we 

to death that afternoon I never

SIMILAR DISASTER 
VIVIDLY RECALLED

WRECK PLUNGES 
LONE JN IN GLOOM1 e known locally. There

I 1 
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tv f Hunger /or News. /
The name he asked for was not there 

shook hta head. His questioner 
away, but his place was quickly

I
and 
turn
taken by a score of others. One by 
one the official satisfied their hunger 
for news. In one or two cases the 
seekers went away with Joy-Illumined 
features, but in the majority the Infor
mation only plunged them Into deeper 
gloom. .

One centre of pitying Interest was

edTitanic Disaster Recalled by 
Similarity of Despatches 
and Magnitude of Loss.

Rev. Father Burke Witnessed 
—Sinking of Steamer 

Helvetia.
SALVATION ARMY 

ABANDONS HOPE
nue.

Mrs. Price, adjutant Salvation Artny.
John Reilly, 14 West Macaulay st.

• Adam Guszcza, no address obtained.
Paueli Ilieff, no address obtained.
Mrs. George Spurgeon, 103 Blast Fer

rie street.
Miss Kathleen Spurgeon, 103 East 

Ferrie street.
James T. Taylor, 403 North Bay st.
Mis» Florence Taylor, 403 North Bay 

street.
S. A. Bandmaster Woodard, 110 Pe

ter street.
Mrs. Woodard, 110 Peter street-
Miss May Woodard, 110 Peter sL
J. J. Cayley of The Right House.
Mrs. Nonely, housekeeper to R. B. 

Ferrie, South James street; This 
name appeared on the passenger list 
as “Mrs. Voneley," but little doubt is 
held that it is any but Mrs. Noneley.

Mrs. S. Burgees. Dundas.
Miss C. Hope, Dundas.
Charles Boardman, no address ob

tained.
Mrs. Boardman. no address obtained.
William Prince, 34 South Catharine 

street- ■
Mrs. Prince, 34 South Catharine 

street-
Gilbert Prince;, 34 South CHtharieto 

street. ■*’
Steven Slyepaveo, no address ob

tained.
F. J. Rutherford, formerly of The 

Right House, now of Montreal.
Mary E. Hill, 193 East Simcoe st*/
Larian Kravtz, third-class passen

ger.
^assen-

Grigor Kutzi, third—class passenger 
Nlkoll Antonuk, third-class

Zaleva Marczin, third-class 
ger. f

Valenti Cz"Xisok, third-class
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GRIEF IN LIVERPOOL HAIRBREADTH ESCAPE■ I: Rearing No Word of Com

rades, Montreal Friends 
Hold Sad Service.

WAS GOING TO MEET MOTHERqusand men and women hung 
balance. Had we struck then Most of the Crew Were'Bom 

and Bred in ’fhat 
Seaport.

Empress of Britain Missed Sis
ter Shipps Fate by a 

Second,
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isBy Hubert R. Evans.
MONTREAL, May 29.—Sixty-one 

members of the Salvation Army, 
mostly commissioned officers, was 
taken as the official count of the 
company that boarded the Empress 
of Ireland for the great London 
gathering. Of the 61 most were from 
Toronto. At midnight the list of sur
vivors had not been completed at 
Army headquarters here.

Major Moore and ms wife, also a 
major, with their daughter, came 
from Toronto to» Montreal tonight, 
and it was, they say, by a mere whim 
of chance that they, too, were no 
aboard the vessel when she founder
ed. They were detailed to accom
pany the party, but at the last min
ute a change of plans delayed their 
sailing until tomorrow morning. An
other Army officer, Miss Rena Mai
sey, whose sister, Adjutant Ina Mai
sey, Toronto, is reported to have sail
ed on the Empress, was saved from 
probable death by her sister’s sick
ness in Ottawa. This sister has been 
ill for a long time, and on Wednes
day an operation was performed. 
Rena Maisey was called from prepar
ation for the trip tq^the bedside.

Had a Premonition.
Major (Mrs.). Moore tells of a

were 
realized till now. >

“As one who has experienced a 
catastrophe very similar to that which 
’resulted so fatally to the Empress 
of Ireland, I wish to express my sym
pathy. not only in my own name, but 
also in the name of the Catholic 
Church, for the friends of the victims of 
this terrible disaster."

Canadian Associated Press Cable.
LONDON. May 29.—Only once be-

forfe_ln history ______
day of gloom and apprehension in the 
shipping circles of Great Britain. 
That was the day of the Titanic dis
aster, almost two years ago to the 
day. A certain incident connected 
with the receipt of the news df the 
foundering of the mighty White Star 
liner has had a melancholy repetition 
today, with but slight variation. On 
the day of the Titanic disaster there 
tame several messages in the early 
hours to say that everybody was 
saved and the ship itself making for 
port, only to be followed by the bit
ter revelation of the ghastly truth.

Lack of News Caused Gloom.
Today’s'earliest messages concern

ing the Empress of Ireland, the news
papers proclaimed well before mid
day. Fresh editions of the evening 
papers, which appeared hourly, 
brdught no gleam of the bitter tld-

An Instance of how speedily disaster 
may come upon those who go down to 
the sea In ships is told by the Rev. 
Father Burke, president of the Catholic 
Church Extension Society, who was on 
board the Empress of Britain when 
she ran down and s*ak the collier 
Helvetia in the.'Gulf pf- St. Lawrence 
nearly two years ago.

"How vividly I remember it,’ he said, 
"and with what little warning the 
cident happened. It was about 3 in 
the afternoon, and I was on deck with 
several of the othér passengers.

:
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!Heavy Fog.
"A heavy fog lay on the water, and 

at regular Intervals the siren screamed 
its warning with dreary- monotony.

“Suddenly the great fog horn barked 
twice. • There was a heavy shock, fol
lowed by a tremendous crash and the 
sound of straining frames, ripping 
plates and the grind of steel against 
steet. My companions and I ran for
ward thru the fog in the direction of 
the sounds, and at that mckncnt the 
great gray certain of mist lifted and 
the,_sun shone out, showing us the ex
tent of the disaster.

“We had hit the Helvetia fairly 
amidships and our bow had sunk deep ' 
Into tier sides, crushing the steel plates 
and opening a great ragged hole into 
which the water poured. From where 
we stood we could look down on the 
decks of the doomed ship.’ Some at
tempt was made to lower her boats, 
but the crew seemed without order and 
panic-stricken.

<~si» ! *Ii î
Ietafl Klimchuk, third-class % ' wger.

-
George Meecher, S.A. Bandsman, is among Those Lost. His Mother Returned 

to England Two Weeks Ago, and Was Awaiting His Arrival.
passen-1 j

: , *
ger.

passen-I
Mil
« jjh TRIBUTE PAID 

TO S. A. OFFICERS
which he was president, conducted the 
service.
came one of great Inspirational force I 
as his life and examp'.q-were deseCrib-

Under the Influence of such events ' 
we can but trust that the God who’ 
maketh all things for good will sane- ;( 
tify that bereavement and the present 
calamity so that the ajournera will be : 
comforted by divine consolation.

Rev. Dr. Gordon pf Winnipeg pre
sided. Controller McCarthy was pres
ent to represent |he city council.

After the meeting the brotherheo* 
delegation entrained for Niagara Falls. r

King’s Cafe, 14 King Street Beet,""'.' 

are prepared to servo ihe public of 
Toronto with the most modern dell-1 
cades of the season.

■passenger- The memorial service be-
Mico Yathott,. third-class passenger. 
Krancho Valhott, third-class pas

senger.>13
i MOTHER WAS WAITING

TO GREET HER SON L”trange avel Blon Commissioner Rees,
_______ -«fthe great Army leader in Toronto,

had against making the fatal trip. 
Tho cheerful at the official farewell, 
in a private council he said he 
“would so like to stay at home.” He 
had been to England once this year. 
“Why does the general want me to 
go again?” be asked of his comrades.

"Yet I have been ordered to go. I 
must not refuse.” His parting was 
optimistic, outwardly at -least. 

Praying for Survival.
Mrs. Rees has for years been suf

fering from heart trouble, and at 
Montreal headquarters the fear is 
that even did she survive the actual 
accident the subsequent shock would 

It was con
jectured she may have been among 
the twenty odd who died when 
brought ashore, but the hopeful 
Army folk still pray for her 
vival.

Mrs. Col. Sydney Maidment, at 
Darting from her children in Toronto, 
w-'pt. “I want to stay here, but the 
general says: ‘Come.’ ”

The trust in Providence of the 
Army folk here is sublime. Until the 
official lists of survivors and missing 
are issued they are praying and hop
ing for the best. Efforts are inces
sant to have the list completed before 
morning.

ings until between 6 and 6 o’clock, 
when the presses were well-nigh clos
ed for the afternoon. There was one 
hastily - fudged despatch actually 
translated in many offices as infor
mation that all the passengers were 
saved. This news was thrown upon 
the streets frantically, only to be fol
lowed by still later editions which 
confessed that the former messages 
were unwarranted. The only poor 
satisfaction about this incident is 
that there seems to have been a gen
uine mistake in reading the cable
grams, which for the most part have 
been of the shortest character, com
ing along right thru in mere driblets.

Scenes at C.P.R. Offices.
The same scenes around the Cana

dian Pacific offices in Cockepur 
street, which began on the receipt of 
the first news, have continued till 
midnight. The big crowd around the 
windows has Increased rather than 
lessened. All Whitsuntide holidays 
for the Canadian Pacific staff in Lon
don and Liverpool have been cancel
ed. Both offices will remain open 
thru the week-end. >

Distressing Incidents.
At Liverpool pierhead, where the 

offices of the company are on the 
ground floor of a huge sky-scraper, 
distressing incidents have occurred 
hourly.

A woman who entered the com- 
, pany’s Liverpool offices to make a 

claim in respect to the death of her 
husband, which occurred Monday, 

on V' e was not aware of the disaster. She
By a staff Reporter ) Z7-ol West King St. heard the commissioner discussing

OTTAWA, Ont., May 29.—The All- Special Today: the matter with a clerk, and ex-
Red Line Railway has disappeared. Fried soft shell crabs on toast claimed: “What steamer did you say 
The promoters asked for a charter sauce Tartar, roast your.g turkey! had sunk?” "The Empress of Ire- 
tf”™ a seaport in Labrador, thru Nor- cranberry jelly. Afternoon tea serv- laud,” answered the commissioner, 
thorn Quebec and Ontario, across the ed in restaurant from 4 to 6.30 p.m. The woman immediately fainted.
T! H D nortJ?, as Hudson dally. Music every evening. Crew Mostly Liverpool Mep.
Bay and via the Peace River country .—-------------------------------------- tv..  
to the Pacific coast. The capital was   " t ♦ ..Tiff *.15
to be $100,000,000, and under the rules HAMILTON HOTELS. TU^ie Tus.tir did 4he
of the house, an incorporation fee of —-------- ------ —------ -—___ —----------^ Titanic disaster, since it is now as-
over ten thousand dollars was actually UDTCI n \t » > certain ed that nearly the whole crey
paid in. The railway commission cut *ivJ 1 ILL KU I AL were Liverpool born and bred men.

— the bill so as to make the western Every room furnished with new beds. <">ne of the most pathetic figures en- 
termlnal of the road at Winnipeg, and ! new carpets and thoroughly redecorated QUlring for the latest news at the 
in, this shape It passed the house. Canadian Pacific offices tonight was
' The senate made an amendment ‘ i3 on andEuD^?A°^Lrir!n d?ANAMr* Wild- niece of Capt. Kendal,

which the government refused to ac-------»"« «^American P.an,.. *1 seventeen years ago, she said, she
cept “P?1* ^*roTUIV? tJiat 11 tacit y E" ■ ■■ ■ Ji lost uer i a tuer, wùo wenMlown with
admitted that the Labrador coast was PULL AN the Britannic. Her husband.who was

aiuT in''the 'commons, u^n th'e BUY. all QRade. OF °onXV in Æ t^0 Now

waste paper æ
discharged from the order paper and 11 "■ ®Tans- wbo joined the Empress of
the clerk was directed to return the ADELAIDE 7*0. office: 4M Adelaide w. Ireland only three months ago, has 
Incorporation fee* to the promoters. ,____________ L._______________ Ml a‘° PBpshed.
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Brotherhood Secretary Refers 
Touchingly to Marine 

Disaster. <

1

.Geo. Meecher Leaved Wife and 
Child—Member of Territorial 

Staff Band.
Kenneth A. McIntyre, 46 McFar

land Avenue, Was Saved. He Is a 
Nephew of Mr. McIntyre of the Mc- 
Grégof and McIntyre Structural Steel 
Works.- One of the Few Ban demen to 
Survive.

■ 1

Rush for Safety.
“Up from the etoke hold rushed the 

Chinese stokers, streaked *ith dust 
and sweat, each man armed with a

George Meecher. 30 St. Clair Gar
dens. Earlsoourt, a printer by trade 
anad an extra bandsman in the Salva
tion Army Start Band, who sailed on 
the Empress of Ireland, is amongst 
those reported drowned. He leaves a 
wife and daughter, Winnie, aged 10 
years.

Mr. Meecher was 33 years of age 
and came to Canada with his mother 
and family from Folks tone. Kent, a few 

' 'xears ago.
"His mother returned to England two 

-weeks ago. sailing on the Royal Ed
ward of the C.N.R. line

PERSONAL EXPERIENCE:

!/ r
I ’! I Wm. Ward Recalls Passing 

' Ill-Fated Spot a Few 
Days Ago.

I A MEMBER OF S. A. BAND /

*r

"Two thoughts fill our minds,” said 
International Brotherhood Secretary 
William Ward of London. Eng., at the 
Metropolitan Church last night. "Our 
minds dwell on the fact that when we 
stepped off the train In Toronto this 
morning the first thing that met our 
eye* was the newspapers telling of the 
sad disaster which had befallen the 
Empress Of Ireland. We remembered 
that It was but two days ago that we 
saw the splendid steamship as we 
passed Quebec. We alao remembered 
that a few nights ago w# passed near 
or perhaps ever the very spot where 
she new lies. We passed in safety 
wrapped In slumber, where so many 
of her passengers were the victims of 
ttis collision. And we wondered what 
the world Would have been saying 
about ua if our fate had been reversed.

“We remembered, too, that when the 
present bead of the Salvation Army 
was appointed to hie present office the 
Brotherhood National 
session and that he sent us an assur
ance that he was with the brother- 

in all its aims and efforts. And 
our hearts go out in sympathy to 

him and all those associated with him 
In this hour of their deep bereavement.:

“Our thoughts are also filled with the 
remembrance that only a few weeks 
ago a meeting which was to have been 
addressed by our national president. 
Rev. Silvester Home, was transformed 
into a memorial service.”

•OLEMN SERVICE.
Great was the solemnity of the 

memorial service In toe City Temple. 
The Congregational union, of which 
Sylvester Howe had been president; 
the Council of the Free Churches, of

i be too much for her.:> Ill
mmi&y-yyy :- m„ , to Bristol, and

intended to meet her aoiv-on his arrival 
on the Empress. ^55 
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-ALL RED LINE BILL 
GIVEN DISCHARGE
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■ m\ Commons Refused to Accept 
Compromising Amendment 

of Senate.
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i Sir Douglas Cameron, Caught by tbs 
Camera While Delivering Hie M*J- 
sage at the Opening of the GonnaugnP 

which he was to be the next president. Home <or~ Nurses, at Weston tiaa- - 
and the National Brotherhood, of itarium. - ,|K. T. Aldridge, Was Lost.. He is Mourned by Wife and Three CbHdrej|,
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