10 INTRODUCTION

niable that Bacon, Hobbes, and Locke are the fath-
ers of that brilliant school of French materialists
which made the eighteenth century, in spite of all
battles on land and see won over Frenchmen by
Germans and Englishmen, a pre-eminently French
century, even before that crowning French Revol-
ution, the results of which we outsiders, in Eng-
land as well as in Germany, are still trying to ac-
climatize,

There is no denying it. About the middle of this
century, what struck every cultivated foreigner who
set up his residence in LngLuul was, w lmt he was
then bound to consider the lchgmus bigotry and
stupidity of the English respectable middle-class.
We, at that time, were all materialists, or, at least,
very advanced freethinkers, and to us it appeared
inconceivable that almost all educated people in
England should believe in all sorts of impossible
miracles, and that even geologists like Buckland and
Mantell should contort the facts of their science 50
as not to clash too much with the myths of the book
of Genesis; while, in order to find people who dared
to use their own intellectual faculties with regard to
religious matters, you had to go amongst the un-
educated, the “great unwashed,”’ as the\ were then
called, the working people, espcua]ly the Owenite
Socialists.

But England has been “civilized” since then. The
exhibition of 1851 sounded the knell of English
insular exclusiveness. England became gradually
internationalized, in diet, in manners, in ideas: so
much so that I begin to wish that some English
manners and customs had made as much headway
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