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2 GABRIEL LALEMANT

Huron country, where he succeeded John de Brébeuf
as superior. During his seven years’ occupancy of
that office he built Fort Ste. Marie, the foundations
of which are still visible on the shore of Georgian Bay,
systematized the work of evangelization among the
Hurons, and extended the influence of the mission-
aries far and wide. In 1645 he returned to Quebec
to superintend all the Jesuit missions in New France,
fulfilling that duty from 1645 to 1650, and again from
1659 to 1665. We have from his pen the Huron Re-
lations from 1639 to 1643 and the more elaborate Re-
lations of New France from 1646 to 1649 and from
1660 to 1664.

It was reserved, however, for Gabriel Lalemant,
the nephew of Charles and Jerome, to give still greater
luster to the name of this excellent family by the
heroic death he suffered at the hands of the savage
Iroquois in March, 1649. After having spent barely
three years in this portion of the Master’s vineyard,
he received the highest reward that God can give a
servant here below, death for His sake. ‘‘Being made
perfect in a short space he fulfilled a long time: for
his soul pleased God; therefore He hastened to bring
him out of the midst of iniquities.” (Wis. iv, 13. 14.)

Gabriel was a native of Paris, where his father, a
lawyer, held an office of some importance in Parlia-
ment. He was born on October 10, 1610, and was the
youngest son in a family of six chil-
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pired to the foreign apostolate, and
early years

with that end in view consecrated his
life to God in the Society of Jesus. On March 14,
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