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liuve bk»eu ilispcllcJ, and ilio iiooc?.sriitv of u -Normul School, Qs au
essential part of an elUcieut pttblio •s^'stem of education, is naw
among the things that evidently demand no proof ; for all educa*

tiomsts admit the necessity of providing for our public schools

traindd teachcra, that in, instructors trained and skilled in tho art

of teaching. Tie would have this thought kept distinctly in view,

that this Institution is for tearhiim the art of t'lnchimi. In tho

j)ast it was found necessary to dovtito .'t part of the work of the

school to ordinary instructions, and training in the art of teaching

lias as yet been but a part of the course of instruction ju'ovideil

tor. But now, as we have many excellent schools for ordinary

literary instruction, and such being lai'gely 'sustained by the Gov-
i^rntnont, the Normal School should, and it is hoped will, gradually

.issunio its proper position in our educational system, and aim to

1)0, as originally designed, in reality a training institution. In

England, in the United States, and in the best educated nations

of Eur<:)pe, such institutions are regarded as indispensalole to sue-

(^essful public education, and no ellbrts are spared wliieh can inako

them efficient. Fine, capacious buildings are erected, well traine<l

instructors are secured, books and apparatus are, liberally pro-

\ ided, nor are any appliances wanting that in any way are likelj-

10 impart a healthful and vigorous tone, and widening inlluenco

to the great work of training for the duties of liiv, those into whose
hands are so .-oon to pass the destinies of life.

The Normal School, he wished it to be understood, is strictly a

Provincial Institution, and while located in the beautiful town c»f

IVuro, it did not belong to this town, or lo Colchester, though it

might, and certainly did, largly benelit this county, yet the Insti-

tution was as much tlie Institution of Yarmouth or of (Jape

Breton as of '.'olchester ; and he felt assured it alrradv had
t^xtendcd a most valuaWe moral and intellectual influence to ever%

remote section of the Province. There is no difliculty in I'efei-ring

to the education which has beeii so amply and so wisely provided
by the government of the Province, much of the intelligence and
thrift which so characterize our Nova Scotiau farmers, and which
surround theiv liomes with tlio evidence of refined tasto and mental
culture; laaking those honve.J so beautiful with the attracti%xness of

incrything that can please. Education has, to a largo extent,

made our people what they now are, intelligent, industrious, suc-

cessful in enter])i'ise, energetic in their work, frugal in their liabits,

!4nd \ irtuous. This has, to a large extent been tho history of all

educational work, especially when carried forward under the high

sanction of religion, am! associated with religious institutions, as it


