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under the antient republics were much more numerous than theHoufe

of Commons will be^ after any addition it can be fuppofed to re-

ceive. The truth is, very few of the members of thcfc aflemblics

N c?n be imagined to have undcrftood the public bufmefs of which

they pretended to judge. They had neither time nor capacity fuf-

ficient for that purpofe. They were led by the oratory or influence

of fome individual, and they concluded their decifions to be right,

becaufc they were dictated by fome partizan, in whofe difcernment

and patriotifm they rcpofcd confidence. The people appeared to

poflcfs the power ; but the demagogues really coverned the ftate.

This mode of fettlement refembles cxadlly, though on a lefs fcale,

the admifTton of all the allies and colonies of Italy to the freedom

of Rome by the Julian law ; and all the tumultuary and deftrudive

confequences of the latter mcafure may be in part expected from

the former. The admiiTion of the allies and colonics appeared rea-

fonable in itfelf, and feemed to improve the conftitution of Rome

;

in fa£t, however, it deftroyed that conftitution. It appeared to in-

troduce univerfal liberty, founded on the mod reafonable and libe-

ral principles *, but it produced only anarchy and confufion. It

appeared to provide full fecurity for all the intcrefts of all the allies

and colonies of Italy ; while it provided fecurity only for the inter-

efts of fadlion. It appeared to exalt the authority of reafon and

juftice in the government of Rome; but it baniflicd forever both

reafon and juftice from her affemblies. It appeared to eftablifh

j>cace and tranquillity in the ftate ; but it gendered only convulfions,

affaf-


