
That the highest interests of Canada demand a removal of this
obstacle to our country's progress by the adoption of a sound fiscal

policy, which, while not doing injustice to any class, will promote
domestic «nd foreign trade, and hasten the return of prosperity to our
people.

That to that end. the tariff should be reduced to the needs of honest,
economical and efficient government;

That it should be so adjusted as to make free, or to bear as lightly
as possible upon, the necessaries of life, and should be so arranged as
to promote freer trade with the whole world, more particularly with
Great Britain and the Ignited States.

We believe that the results of *he protective system have griev-
ously disappointed thousands ot persons who honestly supported it,

and that the country, in the light of experience, is now prepared to
declare for a sound fiscal policy.

The issue between the two political parties on this question is no\r
clearly defined.

The Government themselves admit the failure of their fiscal policy
and now profess their willingness to make some changes ; but they
say that such changes must be based only on the principle of pro-
tection.

We denounce the principle of protection as radically unsound and
unjust to the masses of the people, and we declare our conviction
that any tariff changes based on that principle must fail to aflford any
substantial relief from the burdens unuer which the country labors.

This issue we unhesitatingly accept, and upon it we await with
the fullest confidence the verdict of the electors of Canada.

2.—ENLARGED MARKETS -RECIPROCITY.

That having regard to the prosperity of Canada and the United
States as adjoining countries, with many mutual interests, It is de-
sirable that there should be the most friendly relations, and broad
and liberal trade intercourse between them ;

That the interests alike of the Dominion and of the Empire would
be materially advanced by the establishing of such relations

;

That the period of the old reciprocity treaty was one of marked
prosperity to the British North American colonies

;

That the pretext under which the Government appealed to the
country in 1891 respecting negotiation for a treaty with the United
States was misleading and dishonest, and intended to deceive the
electorate

;

That no sincere effort has been made by them to obtain a treaty,
but that, on the contrary, it is manifest that the present Government,
controlled as they are by monopolies and combines, are not desirous
of securing such a treaty ;

That the first step towards obtaining the end in view, is to place
a party in power who are sincerely desirous of promoting a treaty on
terms honorable to both countries ;


