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4.S HiVH, all IVoin cai'drssm'ss. ( 'nrolo.ssly noL,'l<'r't('i| stoves,

stove |)i|)t's iiiul Itoiicis causfd 124 tiics. ( 'aiidlos jind

lamps iniiitiiiL,' clothiiij^ and lu-ddin«j; caiisod 7<S liics. (las

I'seapin^S :^S. Oas lijL^lits. can lies and lamps iL,n»itinL(

window curtains and ;L,'()ods in .shop windows caused 5.U,

only 2 ol' whieh wnv. aecl<lent!d and .S2 were from careless-

ness. Kerosene lamps upsettinij, tailini;' or explitdiny-, Dl

accidiMital and JiH fiom carelessness. Matelies car(>'essly

handled or lelt in danLCerous places caused DcS tires. Sparks
from chimneys, steamships and locomotive.s, (i.'). I'oiitires,

27. ('iL;iirs and pipes, 127, all Irom carelessnes.s. Children

playinif with matches, iSl.

Telegraph and telephone wires are found to he a nuisance

to the tin; de[)artm(mt, as they often inqnide their opi!ra-

tions and cause infinite trouhje iuid considerable delay in

clevatinfj their laihlers when time is of tlie utmost im-

portance.

On eiupiiriuLf into the state of the wattT suj)ply lor Hie

purposes 1 was informed that there are larj^e districts wlun-e

the water will not flow h)r the greater part of the day and
that the department fi'e(piently lab,)urs under ijjreat disad-

vantfio'e in this respect. In no part of the city is the

normal pressure of the water i^ood or sutHcient for Hri> )Mir-

poses, so tliat enii^ines have always to be called out and used

from the beginninjj^ of a lire to the end. The best

pressure obtainable dir(^ctly from the niiiins is said to

ranuje from 20 to 2.") H^s on the srpuire inch, while the

lowest is zero. It will be showMi, luireafter, that other

cities suffer in the same way, and that in Halifax even
with tlie abunLlant water supply which we possess, we
are steadily and rapidly rpproachinc^ the same unsatisfac-

tory state of affair.s owini>' to the ahs(;nce of any control

whatever over water pi[)es and littiuizs in private premi.ses

and establishments.

In most American and nearly all European cities waste

of water is regarded in the light of a crime and is punish-

able as such, while in this liighly favored City (jf Halifax a

citizen may with impunity lavislily waste $1000 worth oi

water—or more if he has the facilities for doing so—and
if, by cliance, detected he can escape by the payment of one

dollar, which, by the way, can seldom be collected. It is

true we have an ordinance forbidding the water to be

wasted and empowering the Boai^l of Works to place

meters wherever may be thouijfht advisable, but this law is

largely inoperative and does not confer the power to charge

for the water consumed. While this state of things

exists it is useless to complain of the low pressure in certain
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