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bour. Rie said: I may offer a few reasons
why the government propose to create
this particular department. In a general
way, I concur with the remarks made by
my hion. friends on both aides, as to the
undesirability of increasing the nuniber cf
ministers,' and 1 have aiso my own par-
ticular vicws as to 'what might -be donce
and which 1 cxplained on a former occa-
sion. But with respect to this paiticular
measure, I would call the attention of the
Hlouse to the fact. that within the lest very
moderate number of ycars the wholc in-
dustrial situation, and more especially on
this continent, has undergone many and
very important changes. Within a compara-
tively short nunkcr of ycara, three things
have occurred in the neighbouring repub-
lic, and te a lesser extent in Canada, none
of which, 1 may eay, I regard rwith great
favour. There has been too great a con-
gestion, I think, in the various towns and
cities in the United States and in certain
parts of Canada. Agriculture has been
rather at a discount, and a great nuxnber
of our people have betaken themseives
rather to the taïk of distribution than to
the task of production. Now, I believe that,
particularly in a country like Canada, the
agriculturai element je the backbonc of ita
prosperity, and that anything which tends
in any way te divert men from the soi and
bring them into the cities, particularly
where they are flot going to engage in pro-
ductive occupations, but rather oct as mid-
diemen, is net best. for Canada. That is
one thing; another ie the f oct that there
bas been a terrible accumulation cf
huge fortunes in individual bands. That
r hold te be a threat of the very worst
kind te civilization, and I have regarded
with increasing apprehension the tremend-
oes accumulations that have tsken place,
notahly in the United States, in a much
smaller degree with ourselves, and which I
think are more likeiy to endanger the pros-
perity of both the United States and of
other countries wherc the saine atate cf
things prevail, thon aimost any other cause
1 know. Frem that has arisen the state
cf things which, I think every hon. gentle-
man here who bas studied the motter will
agree with me in saying, requires the
earnest and serious consideration cf the
legisiatures cf every country where it

arises; I mean the very marked division
which now existe between labour and capi-
tal. It is hsrdly toc much to say that
these two forces, both of which are eminent-
iy ncessary to the proeperity cf a coun-
try, and which ought te work together in
harmeny, are, one might say, almost ai-
rayed i hostile camps againet each othe.
We have sean i ther countries, 'and to
sonie citent in our own, what tremendous
mischiefs arise from a colision betwecn
organlzed labour and Res employers. The
coat of a great strike, such, for. example,
as that which occurred a fcw years ago in
connection with the cool fields in Uic
United States, almost equals the cost of a
great war. For the purpose mainiy cf doing
what coni be donc by the goverument te rec-
oncile what I may eay are these hostile
factions, at any rate te .provide means
whereby a better understanding may be or-
rived at between these parties, thc govern-
ment have thought it expedient te create a
department which should be very specially
charged with the duty cf looking alter Uic
intereses cf labour, and incidentally of
cverything connected with labour, and in
particular would be charged with the
duty for which an Act bas been specially
previded, cf esablishing and maintaining
courts cf arbitration, voluntary or other-
wise, whereby and through which these dis-
putes may be averted. I need net eay that
the ceet cf a Department cf Labour, organi-
zed as it is proposed te be, is a most insigni-
ficant thing compared with the coet. cf .any
considerable strike. The smallest etrike
oueost would involve a greater loss te the
community that probably the Department
cf Labeur would in several years. I may
sîso observe that in other ceuntries simi-
bar departments and 'Ministers cf Labour
have 'been created, and I Uiink that on the
whole the result bas been very eatisfactery.
and that the experience cf what is known
as the Lemieux: Act has, on Uic 'whole, been
very satisfactery in Canada. For ail these
reasons, the goverument bas deemed it
wise te ask parliament to permit Uiem te
create a new dcpartment which shahl be
specially charged with Uic adjustment cf
the differences that I have alluded te, that
have arisen and are arising ail over this
continent, though more especially in the
republie te the south cf us, between ergan-


