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have been much better pleaséd if, before and the punishment for one day would, he
sending it to the Senate, the GOmmittee on thought, be sufficient to prevent a breach
Privileges and Elections had brought in of the laws.
their report and taken action upon it. This lion. Mr. à1ACPiIERSON sidi as the
Hlouse miglt safely adopt a bill which was honorable Secretary of State unsistec on
considered sufflicient for the vindication of proceeding with the mensure, he would gîve
the honor and character of members of the his reasone for objertung to the bill in iLs
other Chamber, without gong into details. pregent shape. If it had been made a con

Hon. Mr. H AVILAND could not agree dition precedent Ù taking advantage of
with the proposition that the iouse of the provisions of the measure, that gentle-
Commons were the sole vindicators of their mon bhould vacate thoîr seats, ho (Mr. Mac-
own honor. phersor' would have been willing to rolievo

lion. Mr. IHAYTHoR.UNE-They are the tbem from the penalties they hsd incurred.
best. There was, aiso, a very wide distinction to

Hon. Mr. ilAVILAND said they should be drawn between sore of the allegod
vindicate their honor by resolution and not cises and others. Those members of
by an Act ofFarliament requiring the sanc- the Ilouse of Commens Who hai
tion of the Senate, and on which they uninfentionaPy and unwitungly viola*ed
"the Senate) were bound to exorcise their the letter of the Act througi
independent judgment. lie could not sup. the action of a partnor or clerk, for
por:. the bill irr its present shape. selling a sn-ll quanfity of merchandise to
If it contained a clause declaring that no an officia of the Government, not knowing
member could avail himself of it unless be or suspecting at the time that the pur-
had resigned his seat, ur bis seat had been chaser was an officiai, or that the purchase
declared vacant by the loûse of Commons, was for the Government, occupied a very
he would support it, but to pass it without diflerent position from those Who know-
amendment would be to encourage the Com- niy ottended. Lt was alleged that gentle.
mittee on Frivileges and Elections not to men occupying the highest positions in the
exercise their functions in the various other Ilouje, and in the country, held con-
cases referred to them. lie would vote tracts with the Government, somo nt thern
against the measure. being themselves. it was alleged, Cabinet

lion. Mr. MILLER suggested, as a nuM Minusters. Thero was a vast d ffarencs be-
ber of gentlemen were absent Who would tween tbee, who, from the position they
like to fake part un this division, the bi held, were able to enrich themselves at Vhe
hould be alo-ed to stand tilt the next exponse h f tise country by many thusands

sîttîng, wîtl the underistanding if it should f' dolrs, apd the mon who had unknow-
then pass ils second roading no further oh- ingly violaed th letter of the Indepe
jectioîî wouk be oflered. lie pr-sumed dence of Parliament At. lie mintained
Lhe (iovernment did flot desire to anap a that the Senate should fot relieve those
judgment on suth an important question as who wero guilty knowingy and crruptly
ttTis. in any way whatever. If ut was true, as was

Hon. Mr. SUJTIb said lie could scahcely alfeged, thât hîgb officers wero Government
believe the honorable Senator was in earnest contractors, draws.g large sums of money
in making such a request. Every tnember ifroml the public treasury, under contracts
of tie House wat aware this debate was Com which they made with themselves, îhey
take place and should be in his place if he were guilty 0 Most scandalouscondut, and
debred to oppose it. 'The bill was brougit ho contended Parliament should fot reliee
down laVe iii the 8ehsion tecause it was only hem of the legal penalties which afached
wibîn a fe-w days that it vas fouud so many fs their conduct. As he did fot see that on
mombers were in f s . The 'ov- ibis tise lat day f ti e session the bi could
orrnient could uiot have franid a bill more oe usmended in such a way as to relieve the
restrictive in itî claracter. It left every innocent and leavetheguilty to punrshment,
honorable gentleman free to ascerfain he would be obliged to record his vote
beldore nfxe session whether ho had afoainst the bhk.
contravened the Indepndence of Parlia- Lion. Mr. MoILE sai, as the Govern-
ment Act or not. Publie opinion would lot ment bae an accidentai majority, he sup-
justîfy any tovernment in agarn bringing posed therc was o use in divding the
forward a measure Vo proteci gentlemen flouse.
who knowingLy ofuende e against the law. The b. was read a second time on a
Theur ogeat wre in no way protecteh by thws division.
bull. If, after the passage o this meaure, thon. Mer. SCO T moved the louse inte
they should sit fora ingl day in Parla- Committee On the bil.
ment, hey vould b able to the penalty, Ion Mr. BtWN aid io wrs very thli-


