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reconciled with the highest standards for public safety which is
in this firearms act and part III of the Criminal Code.

We must challenge ourselves as people who are wiling to do
the best for our country and our fellow Canadians. We have
acted responsibly in showing Canadians that in a number of
instances we have heard their concerns with respect to this
legislation and have acted on them. I am proud we are accom-
plishing that in the House.

I'am a bit disappointed with the Reform Party. It says it is the
party that will listen to the people, but it will not. When three of
its members will eventually support this legislation I will not
mock out of respect because I respect parties and people who
keep their word. Reformers said they would listen to the people
but they will not. They said they would allow free votes in their
party but they are not adhering to that. They ran on the issue of
safe streets but they have forgotten that promise. They said they
want to come to Parliament and address fiscal responsibilities
but they obviously do not know the difference between a bond
and a bullet.

® (1520)

Mr. Dick Harris (Prince George—Bulkley Valley, Ref.):
Mr. Speaker, it has been an experience in the House today
listening to Liberal members trying to defend this indefensible
gun control legislation, Bill C-68.

We in the Reform Party, the hon. member would be surprised
to know, understand the recognition of aboriginal rights con-
tained within the Constitution. We certainly can read although
he may doubt that sometimes.

Recognizing that in the Constitution hunting, fishing, trap-
ping and gathering rights are protected for aboriginal people, the
Constitution does not specifically refer to methods of hunting,
trapping or fishing. We are not talking about entrenched treaty
rights in the application of Bill C-68 to aboriginal people. We
are talking about the use of an implement to carry out their
hunting, fishing and trapping rights.

This same instrument is used by many non-natives in north-
ern hinterland areas. I assume these non-natives who hunt for
sustenance enjoy the same or similar hunting rights as aborigi-
nals. I find it questionable that the government in its amend-
ments to this bill has not recognized hunting for sustenance
activities of non-natives who live in remote northern areas.

I'ask the hon. minister of Indian affairs whether his govern-
ment specifically sees a difference between a remote residential
aboriginal hunting for sustenance and a non-aboriginal who
lives in a remote district of Canada and hunts for sustenance.
Why would one under the proposed legislation be required to
comply with all the regulations of Bill C-68 and yet a special
provision might be given to another?

Government Orders

Mr. Irwin Mr. Speaker, in broad terms we have populations of
aboriginals in Winnipeg, Toronto, Kenora and other areas as
high as 60,000 to 65,000. Within these areas aboriginal people
are more at risk to violence by all facts right now. It is in their
best interest to look at our policies of safe streets, knowing that
we are not attacking gatherers or hunters or tourism or farmers,
all things the Reform, I thought, stood for.

The hon. member says I would be surprised by some things
Reform does or says. Nothing surprises me when it comes from
the Reform.

There are provisions in the act having nothing to do with
being Indian or not. If you are under 18 and a gatherer there is an
exemption. You can use your gun if you are a gatherer of food.

® (1525)

The member talks about methodology, and I have said over
and over again this does not free any person on methodology.
Surely using the test of reasonableness under the treaties no
aboriginal person can go hunting with a Sherman tank. By any
test of reasonableness we can control and legislate on methodol-
ogy.

The Deputy Speaker: Before we resume debate I understand
the hon. Secretary of State for Financial Institutions wishes to
table a motion.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS

[English]
WAYS AND MEANS
NOTICE OF MOTION

Hon. Douglas Peters (Secretary of State (International
Financial Institutions), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, pursuant to Stand-
ing Order 83(1), I wish to table a notice of ways and means
motion to amend the Customs Act and the customs tariff and to
make related and consequential amendments to other acts.

I ask that an order of the day be designated for the consider-
ation of this motion.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS
[English]
FIREARMS ACT

The House resumed consideration of the motion that Bill
C-68, an act respecting firearms and other weapons be read the
third time and passed; and of the amendment.



