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order that the matter might be looked mnto
from a practical stg4ndpoint, with a yiew to
determiningchiefly what the best port was,
and with a view to ascertaining the merits of
the contract in every way. That done the
contract was gone on with. That done the
covenant of the Conservative party was
implemented, and that mileage, and as well
a further considerable mileage, was construc-
ted, I think, totaling 332 miles. As well the
grade was laid for the balance, or for almost
ail the balance; I believe I arn right in saying
that the entire balance of mileage was con-
structed, as far as the laying down and the
grade was concerned.

Then the war came, and by unanimous
consent-for I do flot think there was any
objection; I believe western Canada knowing,
or believing-, at least, that it was serious for
that part of the country, quite acquiesced-
it was determined that the project coudd flot
be gone on with at ail during the continuance
of the struggle. The war lasted until the
close of 1918. But the burden of the confliet
was heavier financially when the war was over
than during its continuance. The burdens
incident to taking care of the returned men,
and aIl the other problems that followed in
the wakce of the war, made it impossible to
pursue the projeet further for some time.

During the period that succeeded the war,
pressure was brought to bear upon the govern-
ment of that time to devote moneys to the
construcetion of the road. The government did
flot sec its way to accede to such pressure.
Parenthetically let me say that the determi-
nation of the building or the taking up of
rails and ail else is a matter for this
government and this parliament. It is a
ihatter solely for our decision; it is not ix
matter for the decision of the directors of the
National Railways at all. It lias been a
government project frbmn the beginning, it is
a capital undertaking, consequently it is an
undcrtakin- for which this government and
this parliamýent are responsible, and in respect
of which neither can shelter itself behind the
Board of Directors of the National Railways.

I said that the late government did not
feel that it could justify acceding to the
pressure to continue the building of the road
during its terni of office. We were subjected
to considerable abuse for taking that course..The then member for Nelson (Mr. J. A. Camp-
bell), I recail was most insistent-and not
only most insistent but I amn sure hon. muer-
bers who have spoken in a totally different
vein in this debate will agree most unreason-
able-in bis attitude toward the late adminis-
tration on this subjeet. During those years,
because of the fact that we had to rehabilitate
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the Canadian National system, we had to
oivertalte years and years of deferred better-
ments and years and years of deferred equip-
ment, we had to build brandi limes without
the completion of which almost indescribable
hardship would have existed-during those
periods when moncy by the hundreds of
millions had to be applied to make -our rail-
way system that we now own the system that
it is to-day, a, system that wc are proud of,
pressure was determined and unrelcnting upon
the late goverament, at the samne time, to
complete the Hudson Bay railway. The situa-
tion is rather different to-day. I ar nfot saying
that even yet the time lias corne-I observe
this resolution docs flot say that even yet
the time lias coine--when the capital moneys
nccessar-y to immediately complete this rail-
way, should be provided.: The situation-
is howevcr wholly different to, what it was
some threc years ago. Now the moneys
that are necessary for our Cana-dian National
Railways.-because of the position they have
been brought to, because of the patronage
they are receiving on account of the service
they are able to give-those moneys are mucli
less-less by scores of millions than they
were in those other times; and now this House
is evidently of the opinion, if this resolution is
to express its view, that the time is even not
yct at hand when further capital should bic
expendcd on extending this route.

1 have given a history of the subject up to
the present time. We find ourselves now with-
in about eighty miles of the completion of
the laying down of the rails to Port Nelson.
We find ourselves fairly well agreed that the
riglit port bas been sclected as the terminus
at Hudson hay. Very much doubt existed
as to that, but I fancy from the tone of
thîs debate, that it is gcnerally conceded that
Nelson is the correct port. We find, as well,
that even though the money necessary-esome
four or five millions-to finish the construc-
tion and complete the terminais at Hudson
bay has been cxpended, even after that is
done, to put the harbour in shape as originally
contemplated will take some nine millions
more. That totals about fourteen or flfteen
million dollars, and in addition the building
of a terminal elevator will be essential in
order to provîde facilities for the export of
wheat. These are flot small figures; they are
large.

And here let me make this observation: It
would seem to me, and it bias seemed to me
for some time, that it ought to be possible
with completion of the rairway mîleage to
provide-perhaps not on the scale originally
contemplated but on some less pretentioue


