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probably have an opportunity of cross-ques- ! the recent electioneering tour, stated to the
tioning the hon. gentleman shortly, because public—and I think stated quite correctly—
I propose at the earliest moment to find out; that the difference between them and those
fromm him what the receipts and expendi-: miserly Grits was that they were not afraid
tures of the first half of the month of April; to spend the public money for the benefit
may be. Perhaps he has them now. { of their friends. How does that comport
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-1 with ** the greatest possible economy in the
Mr. FOSTER. T do not carry them in my ! appropriatigns for the various branches of

Puln ‘ .
gg;l.:etl. ggtnfytcglneegna?t;hg?;n: ver on Mon ‘ the public service.” ;\1}(1 I think the hon.
| Minister of Public Works (Mr. Ouimet) wilk
Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Nor carry | bave to be heard from. The hon. gentle-
them in your head, I presume; and I can: man wheo, by the way. I am sorry to say I
umderstand why—because they might mur-! do not see in his place at the moment. has
der sleep under the present circumstances.: generally a tolerably extensive budget, and
Apart from that, here is a significant fact.: he has also various expensive relations who
which I also find in the statement of the: contribute to swell the expenditure from
hon. gentleman. The hon. gentleman, be it: time to time. Now, Sir, I do not ask much
yemen}bered. Was very strong some tlme 2g0; from the hon. gentleman: but I think,
in telling us that he was going to put a stop . under the circumstances. I have the right
to the increase of the net debt : yet thetotal: to ask for some information. If the state-
net debt on the 31st March. 1884, amounted ! pients that I have made be true, if it be
to $240,189,000. while on the 3lst March,! the fact that there is to-day at the ciose
1895, it amounted to $248.150.000. being as: of nine months an ascertained deficit of
nearly as possible an increase of $8.000.000 gver five million dollars. I think. Sir. that
in one year. The House will remember. Sir, ! githough we are not entitled to ask the hon.
as I said. that I am quite open to correction. : gentleman for details, we are entitled to
If 1 have. in any shape or way overstated: agk him whether he seriously proposes to
the facts, if I have in any shape or way mis- gljow this monustrous deficit to exist with-
understood the hon. gentleman's statement, ; out taking any steps to reduce it or to
I will be ready at once to make amendment. . gqualize expenditure and revenue by im-
The Speech informed us that His Excel-! posing additional taxation. Judging from
lency regrets that although the depression: ywhat he stated, I sheould imagine the hon.
has not resulted in any considerable de-; gentleman intends to do nothing. Judg-
crease in our foreign trade— 'ing from the tone of his speech, the hon.
yet owing to low prices and recent reductions in . géntleman lives in hope and desires us to
and removal of taxation, it has been followed by . live also. Now, 8ir, the hon. gentleman can
a serious decrease in revenue derived from Cus- surely tell us—his policy must have been
toms and Excise. In order to produce equil-. settled on this head long ago—whether it
ibrign; betwee}: rg;'lerége and expertldit%re for ;lﬁej is part of his intention to meet that deficit
coming year, it wi necessary to observe e ! a3 343 « 13 +3
greatest possible economy in the appropriations ;L;Ev tt;l;a;ggoil;lzlzt?f aﬁe‘lggatl?&f“f;go?gg
. . ' us whether he intends to add to the burden
Well, Sir, I listened attentively to the: gf the people by making any new and ad-
Speech, I listended attentively to the- gitional grants: and that is a thing that
speeches of the mover and seconder of this: {)e House ought to be seized of at the
Address, and I listened attentively to the: earliest possible moment, under existing
speech of the hon. Minister himself. Sir.' circumstances. The hon. gentleman might
the inference which I drew from these vari- }ikewise tell us, does he propose to effect any
ous speeches—and it is open to the Finance. pew loans ? Sir, I have taken the opportun-
Minister to correct me if I am wrong—is. jty of analysing the statements of the
this, that whether the deficit be five mil- amounts at the hon. gentleman's disposal ;
lions or whether the deficit be six milliens, | gnd, so far as I can see—and again I am
the hon. gentleman’s recipe is toe do nothing, ' gpen to correction—the hon. gentleman’s re-
the hon. gentleman proposes to fold his|cent loan, amounting to about $10,700.000—I
hands, the hon. gentleman hopes that by | think that is about the amount it realized—
and by things will improve. The hon. appears to have entirely disappeared. Sir, I
gentleman reminds one of the peasant in, find that up to the 1st of April, 1895, we
Aesop’s fable who sat down by the brink : had incurred a capital expenditure of $3,273,-
of a river waiting until ail the water should : 000 ; we had temporarily borrowed £500,000
flow away, when he expected to walk: sterling in England, which we have repaid;
across. . The hon. gentleman is without: we had the deficit of 1894 to provide for,
resource. All that the hon. gentleman can : $1,210,000 ; we have a deficit for the current
tell us is that he proposes to exercise|year to date of $5,016,000. Se that against
economy. = Well, Sir, the hon. gentleman '$10,700,000, the hon. gentleman either has
knows that it is one thing to propose:spent or will be called upon to provide
economy and another thing to practice it.| for sums amounting to $11,932,000, without
The hon. gentleman has colleagues, some : counting any additional expenditure which
very close to him who do not propose to!may be incurred upon capital account with-
practice economy ; colleagues who, during . in the next three months. Now, Sir, as to

3

for the various braunches of the public service.
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