to the continued confidence of the people in the
present Administration, but they know full well,
every man of them, that such lm.utmg is simply
souml and nothing else.  Why, there is not a sup-
porter of the Government who would dare to lay
the policy of his party—that hazy. misty, undula-
ting, fluctuating, shifting mass of contradiction,
which constitutes the pnlu,v of the Conservative
party—-before the people, unless the people had heen
in advance wgrged, as gagred they were in the last
Ll(&.tlﬂll—--\!'... u*wvrctl shackled and manacled—

gagged, shackled and manacled by ininitous laws !

—uagged, shackled and manacled by aws which

hav(- mutilated the boandaries of counties so as to |

wamp the voice of the people therein, by laws

\\hu h left the pxqmmtwn of the lists of voters in
wovernmment, by laws which left

the hands of the ¢
the printing of the lists in the hands of the Gov-
ernment, by laws which have allowed the Govern-
nu nt to appoint the revising ofticers of those lists,
by laws which allowed the Govermnent to appoint
most unblusbing partizans to that office, by lawr
which allowed them top crpet atethe most disgrace-
ful frands in favour of the Government from whom |
they have received their appointments.  The hon.
gentlemen speak of the continned contidence of the
country in the Government.  That confidence to
which they refer is only expressed by the aids of
such iniquitous measures as thase to which 1 refer,

supplemented by other iniquitons modes of ln‘ﬂvm«r
constituencies, worse than ever known in any
country, and that is what they call receiving the
continued confidence of the people. but they have
never received the continued confidence of  the
people of the country. If the hon. gentleman i
sincere in his belief that he had at the Tate elections
the continued contidence of the people of the;
country, let him repeal these iniguitous Acts,—
let him repeal the Gerrymander  Act, let him
repeal the  Franchise Act, and then  dissolve
Parliament, and we will meet im face to face
hefore the country on even ground, and then. I
venture to say, his majority of to-day will be wiped
out and not even enough will be left to form a
corporal’s guard. Thena again, Lask, why was there
a dissolution?  The power of dissolution is one
which should at all times be sparingly exercised,
and  should unl\' he exercised for cause. The
duration of Parliament is tived by l.m, and, while
the power to dissolve Parlinment is certainly left
to the Crown, it is not left to the whim or the
caprice of the Crown, but has to be exercised on the
advice of the Ministers, and those Ministers are
responsible to the penplc of this country. The
reasous which are given to His Excellency. advising
himi to dissolve l’.uh.unent, slumld be communi-
cated at once to Parliament.  That is the spirit of
the Constitution ; that is the spirit of the British
Constitution for which hon. gentlemen opposite
profess so much admiration, and to which they
profess so much devotion, hut they never hesitate
to stab it if, by stabbing it, they can gain a party
advantage. But 1 ask, of all the reasons which
were lll'wed upon the Governor General 1o induce
him to dissolve Par limnent, did we ever hear any
reason given to Parliament, did we ever hear any
reason cmmug from the lips of n Minister of the
Crown? Never, to this day. It is true that we
have had some reference made to it in the Minis-
terial press. For instance, in the month of February
last, the Montreal Gazette, one of the leading organs
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of the Administration. had this despatch, which
was evidently inspired from Ottawi :
* Ottawa. February 2nd.—The Sixth Pavlinment of

Canaea is at an end.  Acting on the wdviee of his respon-
sible Ministers, His Excelleney the Governor General

s heen pleased to dissolve thv' Honse of Commons
amd is=ne his writs fora new Parlinment,  Nominations
will take place on Thursday, February 26, polling «n

Thursday, March i The writs are to be dated February
1, .mu m.ulv returnitble on April 25

‘I view ntthrtnu'"mn«fnm-mt‘tm statement the ques-
tion will naturally be asked, what arve the reasonz which
has induced the Government to appeal to the conntry at
Cthe present time ? It is understond that the Dominion

;(nn\cumu-ut had. through Her Majesty's Governmes

s iade certain proposals to Il"- Unired States tor newgo! 1.|-
tions looking to an extension ot her commeres with that
country.  The proposals have been -nlrmlgtl-«! to the
P President for hix congideration, and the Cantdian Govern-
ment isof the opinion that it the pegoritions areto resals
ina rreaty, which must be ratified by the Parlisment ot
PCanmda. it is expedient that the Government should be
able 10 deal with a Parlimnent fresh tfrom the people
rather than with a moribund House,

We have some reason to helicve, though every-
i thing stated here is not true, that the hulk of the
i ~mtcuwm is true, and that the advice tendered to
 His Excellenc y to dissolve Parlinment was because
the Government desived to obtain power in order
to obtain a renewal of the Reciprocity Treaty of
1854, We have also been favoured with a commu-
nication which consists of the correspondence he-
tween His Excelleney the Governor General and
“the Tmperial authorities, and we find there a docu-
ment Jdated the 13th December last, as follows ;-

i

“GoviErNMENT Horsg,
O1rawa, 14th Dee., 1890,

“ Ay Logp.~T have the honour to send to yonr lord-
hip to-day a telegraphic despateh m cipher of which the
following 1 the substance :

* With reference to my telegram of the 10th inst.. the
Government is desirons to propese a joint commission,
to dea) withont limitation and to prepare a treaty repro-
senting the tollowing =abjects:

* (1) Renewal of the Reciproeity Treaty of 18547

But even if the reason urged upon His I,x-.dlcncy
for dissolving the C\htmu arliiment was this,
we find umuuh.ntdv h.lt there was a change of
front, because, afew days afterwards. the hnn. gen-
tleman issued a manifesto to the people of ( .m.ul.x.
and in that manifesto there is not a4 word to he
found in regard to that reciprocity treaty. 1
have the manifesto her ¢, anel this is the first part
of it :—

S quthe Klectors of Canada :

“GrxTLEMEN,—The momenious questions now engaging
public attention having, in the opinion of the Ministry,
reached that stage when it is desirable that it upporii-
nity should he given to the ]wuplo ot L\]u’v«mg at the
polls their views thereon, the Governer tieneral ln~
been advised to terminate the existence of the present
Houze of C.,mmum andd to issue writs summoning a new
Parliament.”

Sir, you will see that not a word fram the first to
the lust, if you read that manifesto through. is
used about any conference with regand to ohtain-
ing a new reciprocity treaty, how Timited soever
it un«'ht be. \What was the reason given to His
L\u.,llcnu for dissolving Parliament * [t is stated
that it was to nem»u.uc a treaty, and yet, in the
manifestn, not a wmcl was said of the tx'oatv but
the whole argument to which the hon. tmntlcnmn
devoted hnn-mlf was one of favour nf the con-
tinuance of the National Policy. The reason for
this is clear and obvious. There are two principal
classes in the Dominion of Canada. There are
farmers on the one side and manufacturers on the
other. The hon. gentleman will pardon me for the




