
m88î O0MOI 5S D
thatthe Minister ofAgrioulture wilL betmost sosiost*at
theexperiment should be mads in thoeairth-Westa ason@
a. possible. Nothing would du more to encourge immi,
gration there than toashow the. results of ouch efort. mad
by the, Government,, as similar expermenta m4e by the,
Canadian Pacifie Railway which shoed, tbtha in, what.waw
Sonsidered a desert tract there could be- sccessfulfarming
in the North-West. I think, then, itL is thie duty of this
Goverument especially to make a very eady efforttairemovet
thia diffleulty. There are many peopla who:go into that
country who know nothing about the varietis oft soil, the
soil and climate, and the Government might very w ell li a
year or two be able to issue information to.the, people by a
syatam of bullatins-which I underatand is in operalion in
many of the American- experimental farms-gimng
valuable, information to the people generally as to the
success of any particular experiment they may have
made. I am satisOed thene ia no proposai that woul4
meet the wishes of the farming community of Canada more
thoroughly than to pay some little attention t tthe great
difficulties always surrounding their particular business,
and those who have often to labor under very great disad.
vantage. I am sure hon. gentlemen should sympathise
with the movement and should congratulate the MXiister
on undertaking such a work. It is not th first time hehas
*mbarked in enterprises of very great advantage t the
country.. When the hon. gentleman had the honor of filling
the position of Commissioner of Agriculture in Ontario, ho
brought in more than ona measure of very groat import-
ance to the farmers. He it was who first proposed the
model farm, which is now such a success in the Province,
and I au glad te say it is a saucces in very many directions
indeed, and it has done very much to inform the people, not
only as to the quality of stock, but as thestate of perfection
that can be attained in other branches of agriculture. I
trust that theI louse will aid the Minister in every way to
carry ont this enterprise, and that he will get the credit
that he honestly deserves for undertaking it;

Mr. MoNEILL. The hon. member for BothwelU (M
Milis) thinka there is no need for establishi»g tihesa egtperi..
mental farms in the North-West, because, he says, the
farmer there conducts his farming operations after his own
methods, and h. thinks that is the best mode for us to deal
with this question-to let each farmer farm as he thiîks
best. I entirely differ from that view of the question. I
think that just the very object which the Minister of Agri -
culture has in view is the object of couuteracting that divor-
sity of method-the object of assisting th fArmers--of pro-
venting their being obliged to experiment for themselves,
and of having some system of experiment conducted, to
which the farmer can refer and refer to with security, as
being something that ho can depend upon. I think, from
what has fallen from two hou. members, in the course of
this short debate, we see the great necessity for th estab,
lishment of some asystem of tboroughly reliable experiments
in the North-Westa My hon. friend from York (Mr. Wal-
lace) told us it was very important that wheat should
be eut before it was fully matured. An hon. member
on the other side gots up immediately afterwards
and says no greater mistake could be nmade. Now,
you see at once the importance of having some anthority
to refer to on this subject. For my own part having some
little experience in farming, I agree witb my hon. friend
behind me (Mr. Wallace). I think from what I h ave
gathered, that a great mistake imade even in the Provincei
of Ontario by our farmers leaving their wheat too long on1
the ground. I believe that if wheat is eut when most 
farmers would conider it Is green, it will be found to4
produce a much botter milling wheat than if it is left until1
they would conaider it thoroughly ripe and a great deal ofà
the grin has turnd into bran,
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Bir. MbýNEILL. I think theb hon. gentleman expresses
fîirly what he said, but he said also that he considered that
wheat might make better milling wheat if it was cet on.the
green side, but if it was out so green as not to be so ood
fr sed it would not be equally good for milling. Nbw, t
doubt i the hon. gentleman ever made an experiment of
that kind.

Xr. WATSON. Yes,, I have.
Mr. MoNEILL. But how much too green was it eut?

that is exactly- what we want to know, because there is no
question of more vital importance to the farmers of this
conntry than the question of at what stage their wheat, oata,
peas, and. other grain, should be cut. If these experimentai
farmswenre properly to elucidate that one question alone,
th.ey wouili be of immense value to the farming interets eof
the coun*my. Buit there are very many other matters, as has
already been stated,. as t& which these farme, would be most
valuable. Nothing is more important in connection with
the North-West than that we should discover some kind of-
what whieh will mature rapidly. The seasons there am
short, and if we can produce seed grain which will mature
a week or-se more rapidly, which will require to be a week
or s lesa time in the ground than the wheat used at present,
it may make all the difference in a season between a great
succese in farming and a failure. So, tee, we require infbema.
tion with regard to other seed, with regard to the forest trees
which will grow best there, and with regard to fruit trees. The
hon. meiber for Bothwell (Kr. Mills) so far as I could foliow
him, if he pushad his argument to its logical conclusion, would
do: away with the Minister of Agriculture altogether. I do
notsee that, takiag his view ofthe oas, we require a Miniter
of Agrieultare at all; we shold simply leave the matter
to theP Povinoes. It seems to me that whenever anything
la proposed by the Government of the country, d.aling wath
the general interests of the people of this country, whether
it be a question with referesee te agri.alture snch as we ave
dealing with now, or a question with reference to the pre-
servation of our fisheries such as we were doaling with this
afternoen, or whether it be a question with refierene to the
adelteration of food, the hon. member for Bothwell comes
with a wet blanket and endeavors to smother the whole
tbing and say that we had better lesve it alone, or leave it
to somebody else, Now, it seema to me that what we have
to do bere is to.> legislate for the bene4t of the people, and it
ie time enoug fer us to hold our hands when the legal
tribunals of the empire decide that we have gone too far.
It is best to be on bthe afe aide, and in this esse the safe aide
is to legislate for the benefit of the people. It is a very
good direction in which to go too far, to legislast for the
benefit of the country.

)4r. CHARLTON. I think the hon. member for Bruce
(Mr. McNeill), bas misunderstood the pusition of the hon.
gentleman for Bothwell (Kr. Mills), with wegrd to this
proposal to establish au exporiment4l farm. I did pot
understand the hon. gentleman for Bothwoll to oppose 4e
proposal. He pointed out to the Goverument what I think
was perfectly proper, that if it were praeticsble it woqld be
botter to establish these farms by the Local Government,
and have local supervision, on the ground that the experi.
monts would be more efficient, but I did not unjerst"pd
him te oppose the principle of the establishment of these
farme. i think the agriculturists are entitled to every
conideration from this louse and the oountry. They pay
the great bulk of the taxes, and these taxes, I am sorry to
ssy, are often exponded for worse purposes than the
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