CONVENTION FOR THE PROTECTION OF CULTURAL PROPERTY
IN THE EVENT OF ARMED CONFLICT.

Done at the Hague, on 14 May 1954

The High Contracting Parties,

Recognizing that cultural property has suffered grave damage during recent armed conflicts and
that, by reason of the developments in the technique of warfare, it is in increasing
danger of destruction;

Being convinced that damage to cultural property belonging to any people whatsoc;ver means
damage to the cultural heritage of all mankind, since each people makes its contribution to the
culture of the world;

Considering that the preservation of the cultural heritage is of great importance for all peoples of
the world and that it is important that this heritage should receive intemational
protection;

Guided by the principles conceming the protection of cultural property during armed conflict, as
established in the Conventions of The Hague of 1899 and of 1907 and in the Washington Pact of
15 April, 1935;

Being of the opinion that such protection cannot be effective unless both national and
intemational measures have been taken to organize it in time of peace;

Being determined to take all possible steps to protect cultural property;

Have agreed upon the following provisions:

CHAPTER I: GENERAL PROVISIONS REGARDING PROTECTION
Article 1
DEFINITION OF CULTURAL PROPERTY

For the purposes of the present Convention, the term “cultural property” shall cover, irespective
of origin or ownership:

(a) movable or immovable property of great importance to the cultural heritage of every
people, such as monuments of architecture, art or history, whether religious or secular;
archaeological sites; groups of buildings which, as a whole, are of historical or artistic
interest; works of art; manuscripts, books and other objects of artistic, historical

or archaeological interest; as well as scientific collections and important collections of
books or archives or of reproductions of the property defined above;

(b) buildings whose main and effective purpose is to preserve or exhibit the movable
cultural property defined in sub-paragraph (a) such as museums, large libraries and
depositories of archives, and refuges intended to shelter, in the event of armed conflict,
the movable cultural property defined in subparagraph (a);

(c) centres containing a large amount of cultural property as defined in subparagraphs (a)
and (b), to be known as "centres containing monuments".

Article 2
PROTECTION OF CULTURAL PROPERTY

For the purposes of the present Convention, the protection of cultural property shall comprise the
safeguarding of and respect for such property.



