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2. Each Member shall have one vote. If a Member abstains from voting
on a decision or recommendation, such abstention shall not invalidate the
decision or recommendation, which shall be applicable to the other Members
but not to the abstaining Member.

3. No decision shall be binding on any Member until it has complied with
the requirements of its own constitutional procedures. The other Members may
agree that such a decision shall apply provisionally to them.

Article 7

A Council composed of all the Members shall be the body from which all
acts of the Organisation derive. The Council may meet in sessions of Ministers
or of Permanent Representatives.

Article 8

The Council shall designate each year a Chairman, who shall preside at
its ministerial sessions, and two Vice-Chairmen. The Chairman may be desig-
nated to serve one additional consecutive term.

Article 9

The Council may establish an Executive Committee and such subsidiary
bodies as may be required for the achievement of the aims of the Organisation.

Article 10

1. A Secretary-General responsible to the Council shall be appointed by
the Council for a term of five years. He shall be assisted by one or more Deputy
Secretaries-General or Assistant Secretaries-General appointed by the Council
on the recommendation of the Secretary-General.

2. The Secretary-General shall serve as Chairman of the Council meeting
at sessions of Permanent Representatives. He shall assist the Council in all
appropriate ways and may submit proposals to the Council or to any other
body of the Organisation.

Article 11
1. The Secretary-General shall appoint such staff as the Organisation may

require in accordance with plans of organisation approved by the Council. Staff
regulations shall be subject to approval by the Council.

2. Having regard to the international character of the Organisation, the
Secretary-General, the Deputy or Assistant Secretaries-General and the staff
shall neither seek nor receive instructions from any of the Members or from
any Government or authority external to the Organisation.

Article 12
Upon such terms and conditions as the Council may determine, the Organ-
isation may:
(a) address communications to non-member States or organisations;

(b) establish and maintain relations with non-member States or organ-
isations; and

(c) invite non-member Governments or organisations to participate in
activities of the Organisation.



