Discussion paper on export markets

Minister for International Trade James
Kelleher has released a new federal govern-
ment discussion paper on trade, How to
Secure and Enhance Canadian Access to
Export Markets.

interests are and how they are affected:
what specific market access problems hinder
Canadian producers and how the government
can best assist in overcoming them”.
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$ per cent $ per cent $
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1980 48.2 63.3 48.6 70.2 -0.4
1981 555 66.2 54.5 68.6 +1.0
1982 51 1 68.2 479 | 705 +9.8
1983 66.3 72.9 54 .1 116 +12.2
1984 (Jan-Sept.) 63.2 75.6 51.6 718 +11.6
Source: Statistics Canada
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With respect to multilateral trade nego-

tiations, the paper is designed to obtain
input from the provinces and the private
sector to prepare for the next round of multi-
lateral trade negotiations under the Generdl
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT).
Mr. Kelleher stated that Canada remain$
committed to the GATT but also wishes
to examine possible bilateral arrangements
with the United States which could com*

plement and reinforce efforts being sought |

through multilateral trade negotiations.

Largest market ;
“Canadians need to explore urgently and with
the greatest care how best to secure and

enhance access to the United States, our |

single biggest market which represents threé”
quarters of our exports,” said Mr. Kelleher:

The discussion paper sets out four pos*
sible options for Canada-US trade relations:

e We could continue as we have in the past; |

e Canada and the United States could initiaté
negotiations toward either sectoral or non
tariff arrangements; :
e Canada and the United States could in"
tiate negotiations aimed to achieve a com-
prehensive bilateral trade arrangement; OF
e Canada and the United States could estab”
lish a framework agreement.

“The choice for Canada is not between !

multilateral and bilateral approaches to trade,
but how both avenues can be pursued in
mutually reinforcing manner,” Mr. Kelleher
said. “The objectives of our government
are to secure and improve access for Can&
dian exporters, promote increased con
petitiveness in our domestic market and
ensure a positive climate for investment
and access to technology,” he added.
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Record trade surplus

Statistics Canada reports that Canada ¥
ported a record $20.8 billion more in good®
than it imported in 1984. This is up from the
1983 surplus of $17.7 billion and $3 pillion
higher than the record set in 1982. Mer
chandise exports totalled $112.5 billion:
compared with $91.7 billion in imports.
Chief contributors to the surplus wer®
forest products, with a positive trade palanc®
of $14.7 bilion, and energy-related Pro’
ducts, with a positive balance of $8.7 billion:
Trade surpluses were also shown &Y
industrial goods and materials ($4.8 D"
lion), agricultural products ($5.1 pillion):
and automotive products ($3.7 billion)-
The US remains Canada’s most importa”
trading partner with purchases of $85.9 b
lion or 76.3 per cent of Canadian expoft‘3
and imports of $66 billion or 72 per cent
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