
vote. The Director-General, who is elected by the Conference, is the
chief executive officer of the Organization. The Council of FAO is
also elected by the Conference. Since the seventh session it has had
24 members and an independent chairman, chosen for their personal
qualifications and in order to give a balanced representation of the
different agricultural economies of the world. The Council nieets
twice a year and frames policy and directs the work of the Organiza-
tion between meetings of the Conference. There are various special
committees and panels of experts to advise on technical and admi-
nistrative matters. There are at present 71 nations members of FAO.

The seventh session of the Conference, which met in Rome
November 23 - December 11, 1953, elected Dr. P. V. Cardon of the
United States as Director-General to succeed Mr. Norris E. Dodd,
also of the United States. Professor Josué De Castro of Brazil was,
re-elected as independent chairman of the Council, and Dr. G. S. H.
Barton, formerly Canadian Deputy Mînister of Agriculture, was
re-elected for a further three-year term as member. Canada was
re-elected to the Committee on Commodity Problems.

For the firet time since 1939, aggregate world agricultural
production in 1952-53 caught up with the growth in world population. 2

This development was a resuit of favourable weather conditions ini
znost countries, aided to a considerable extent by expansion in
production and technological improvements in some areas. Although
production in 1952-53 was 23 per cent higher than before the war,
the rate of progress has been very uneven among the different regions
of the world. Nearly one-haif of the increase since 1934-38 occurred
in North America which contains only seven -Der cent of the world
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