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NOTES ON SCHOOL READERS.

By THE EDITOR.

TUE Di DEATî 0F NEL.SON. N. B. Reader Ili,
p. 23. N. S. Reader IV, p. 302.

The Life of. Nelson, (rom which this cxtract is
taken, i. one of the best biographies in the English
language. It bas. been called "an immortal
monumnent raised to valour by genius." The
author, Robert Soutbey, (1774-1843), wrote a

great deal both in prose and verse, and was Poet
Laureate fromn 1813 until his deatb. But bis prose
far exoels hi. verse. The Life is bis best known
work. lIn the preface he says that he made it
short, as he meant it to be a manual for the young
sailor thatlie might " treasure up the example in
'his memory and in his beart." It is a book that
diould be known flot only by sailors, but by every
Englial speaking boy and girl, and the teacher
ahould dohler best to make the selection serve as
»nitroduction to tWis story of the hero's life.

Au outline of the events leading up to the Battie
of Trafalgar, sucli as may be got from the bistory
teit book, should be learned ini preparation for the

Captain Hardy. He was "the closest of al
Nelsous frienda." Captain of the Van guard,
Nels iag-ship, ini 1798, lie was made Captain-
-4 the,,Viamoy i 1803. He livedto be aVice
Adan!4 ansd a -berooet (Sir Thomas Hardy), and
dWin xi1839.

"Admirai Collingwood was second, in command
et Trafalgar. The British fleet bore down upon
the eaemy inu two -Ulnes, Nelson, in the Viclory,
Ieading one, and Collingwood, ln the Royal Srni-
.>#gu, the other. Colingwood'si ship was the
faste, saler sud was first engaged in figbt., Nelson
,saïid "See how that noble feliow Collingwood
caes bhie ship into action." While Collingwood,
peiiaps'at the same moment, exclaimed to bis
4b"ta"' Whit would Nelson flot give to be here?"
lié uçceeded to the command upon Nelson's
d"th.. " It had been part of Nelson's prayer.".
The prayer that he wrote down,.and off ered just
before the battle:

-.May the Gret God, whom I worship, grant to my country
aad foýr the bencfit of Europe ini general a great and glorious
'victOry; May Uo miecoiiduct in any one tarnish it; and
may humanity after vlctory be the predominant feature in
the']riti* gfeet. For myoeif, 1 commit my life to Him who
made me, and may His bleWung light upon my endeavours
for ueviuug my country faithfuily. To Him I resiga myseif

and( the just catie which hi cntrusýtvd to iitue dnd. Amen.
Ailenl. Amnen.

Trafalgar. means, "the Cape (if laurels."
Begin the less.-on with 'a little discussion about

the qualities, that. make tas love or admire a mani.
What makes a hero? Then rcad with the aim of
findiùg out the qualities shown by Nelson in the
hour of his death. Somne of thern Southey names;*
as, Nelson's humanity: others, as bis unselfishness,
are lef t for the reader to nani e. The passage in
wbich he tells us why bis fellow-countrymeti loved
Nelson (given in the N. S. reader) should be
rnemorized:

" England bas had many herce, but never one who so
entirely possessed the love of his fellow-countrymen as Nelson.
Ail men knew that bis heart was as humane as it was fearleu;
that there was flot in bis nature the alightest atloy of ellla-
ness or cupidity; but that, with perfect and entire devotias,
he served his country witb al bis heart and with all hi. sou
and with ail hie strength; and therefore, they loved him «a
truly and as fervently as he Ioved England."

What characteristic is shown in the speech,
",Not while 1 ive, Hardy?". (Compare Parkmaa'
account of the death of Wolfe).'. By bIe not
concealing bis "badges of honour", from the enemny?
He is said to have answered to those who pointe4
out the danger of wearing theni, 'Ilia hoour 1
gained them, in honour 1 will die with thcm.9'

With the words, "Thank God, I have donc my
duty," compare the dying words of Wolfe, and
those. of Sir Richard Grenville, " 'Here die 1,
Richard Grenville, with a joyful and a quiet niïnd;
for that 1 have ended my life as a good-soldier
ought to do, who hasfought for hie, country and
his queen, for his honour and religion."-

How does.a ship show that she bas, surrendered?
"Nelson went into the Battie of the Nule with six
colours flying; s0 that even if five were shot away
it should flot be imagined hie had struck." What
different meanings may " The sbip struck " convey?
What speech of Nelson's shows that hie had
reckoned on victory?

"He desired that he mlght be buried'beside'bis
parents, unless it should please the King to order
otherwise." What King? It did so please the
King, and Nelson lies in the crypt of St. Paul's
Cathedral, eXactly under the centre of the dome.
Near hlm lie the Duke of Wellington and Admirai
Collingwood.

Read from, Tennyson's Ode on the Death of the
Duke of Wellington, the stanza beginning "Mighty
seaman, this ishe."p


