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basis of, social life. Witbout this "playing fair"

society, nations, could flot exist..
Thus the aim of ahl the instrumentalities of the

Kindergarten is the development 'of 'the social

nature of the child.

The need of the school sys-temn for the Kinder-

garten is just this need of- the child for social

development. The great problemn of the primary

teacher is, not the teaching of reading and writing,

but the adjpistment of the child to thie social order

of the scbool room. Her difficulties are social

ratier than mental. The child is môre interested,

in "the other childrè'n than in his books, anýd yet if

this is bis first experience of any kind of school life,

lie does not know how' to- get along with his pýay-

mates. The primary teacher lias1 not the best

means at ha'nFto give her pupils this training, but

the Kindergarten bas,; for it is a playý-school, and

that does not mean an idle school but a very busy

school; for " play is the serious business of child-
hood."

But most prof oundly does the indergarten

begin training the child to become a memnber of the

community. Every indergarten is a little comn-

munity in which the children are living in play the

ideal elements in the life of the larger community

which surrounds them. The uplifting of the

community must begin.with the training of. the

individual wbo is to do' the uplifting. And- the

foundation of'tbis traiïning must be laid in child-

hood. If -in the .ittle child there grows the feeling

of synipathy with the home, some day lie will do

bis share towards uplifting the home. If lie is in

sympatby witb the workman, some day he wil

belp to uplift the workman. If he is in sympathy

witb the law because be obeysit, some day he wil

help in making right laws. If somne day he is to lx

a citizen, not merely of bis oWn country but of the
world, if he is to belp bring about right relation-

ships between nations, then the seeds of sympathy

and love for humnanil;y muet be planted -in the-hearts

ôif.the children.
However widely Kindergartners may differ or

points of use of materials, on forms and sizes oi

gifts, or forms of. games, they are at one on thii

fundamental point of the importance of- soci

developmnent.* It is the one aim underlying thi

wbole Kindergartefi system, which ' has as its idéa

end the developMnt of a strong character,

complete persoiiality.
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