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gcience of life when the child asks his first
question.

Mary S. Garnet, chairman of the De-
partment of Legislation of the Na-
tional Mothers’ Congress, in her annual
address, suggests a measure by which im-
portant work may be accomplished by
transferring the millions of dollars the
states now expend in maintaining orphan-
ages for dependent children into a fund for
the pensioning of worthy mothers. Is not
this a significant admission, after years of
experience, that mothers are better guardi-
ans of their children than the state?

The Menace of the Bathing Pool.

In the crusade for better sanitation the
swimming pool comes in for its share of
discussion.

¢ Ag ordinarily run, swimming pools are
little more than cesspools and clear them-
selves of bacteria largely on the septic tank
principles ’says H. F. J. Porter in The
Survey.

Investigations of public pools for a long
period of time at Hamburg, as well as more
recently of college pools at Purdue, Brown,
Chicago and Yale Universities and the New
York public swimming pools, show, he
points out, that the impurities produced by
bathers are bacterial and chemical foreign
matter.

Tests made at the Hamburg pools showed
water fresh from the tap contained 57
microbes per cubic centimeter; the same
volume after seventy-four persons had
bathed contained 1,800 ; after 494 persons,
64,400 microbes were found in the tank.
When tests were taken after 829 had bathed,
however, only 154,000 microbes were found,
illustrating the septic tank principle, that
after a certain point has been reached the
septic condition of the water either actu-
ally kills the microbes or else they devour
each other until the excess is destroyed and
an equilibrium representing the maximum
impurity that the water can sustain is
reached. The very expression of this con-
dition, which actually existed in all pools
studied is, it would seem, calculated to
arouse alarm as well as disgust.

In all pools some precautions can be
used. Previous bathing and the exclusion
of persons known to have contagious skin

LABORATORY. [The Public Health Journal.

affections are the first, and these are en-
forced in few even of the large college
pools. Frequent change of water is another
essential.

Where water is scarce other methods of
purification can partly take the place of
change, but there is none which can effee-
tively and permanently keep up with an
accumulation of bacteria due to many
bathers in the same water.

The quickest and cheapest method of
purification, which is used frequently for
purifying water supplies, and which is ajs-
plicable, it would seem, to some extent to
river bathing places as well as indoor pools,
is hypochloride of caleium, 1 part to 2,000,-
000 parts water, 20 pounds to 1,000,000 gal-
lons of water.
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