
And yct, when tbey arrived at the Hall of Terpsichore,
tiiese unspeakabie varlets, their cliarioteers, vcxed their
souls with importunate claniours for renmneration.
Truly the Philistinies were upon tlîem and tbey %vere iii
the bands of the spoiler.

Needless to say tbcy stood and delivercd ;that was the
only deliverance tbat appeared possible.

Sînaîl consolation bias it that the Doctor, exhuming a
fossil joke, stigmatized the patb we hiad just traversed as
tlie VIA DOLLAROSA.

Yet soon wvas it fouind that tbiere was balm in Gilead
and presentiy were tlieir own trials forgottcn in the comn-
placent satisfaction of liiaring of the woes whichi lad visited
sorte of tbecir iii fated conupaliions.

These latter, (ail gentlemien fortnnateiy,) in cbiidiike re-
fiance uponi the cal)aiilities of tiî town lioteis, lia(l broîîgbt
ail thieir evening l)arapiicrnliia in valises to dress for the
bail in Elithiopolis itself; and throughout tble voyage, biad
flot aitogetiier refrained froi turning up the nose of con]-
tenipt at tiiose less particular, thougli more provident ones
xvbo lvtd arrayed titeiseives in tieir purpie and fine linen
before starting.

Bnt no\v poetic justice meted ont to these galiants their
reconîpense and reward. A coid reception awaited themn
at the hotels, aiready filled twice over ;aîid iniserabile
dictu ! They were relegated to tbe commercial travellers'
sample room, as a dressing apartinent. And flot only so,
but a sickening report spread among those at the bail, that
to some of the lordliest of tbem ail, even this accommoda-
tion wvas denied ;and that a corner of the kitchen,
curtained off by blankets bung on a ciothes-liorse, formed
the scene of their uneasy and apprehensive toilet

But may the memory of ail sucb scenes perish and be
forgotten, and the place thereof know it no more ferever.
In process of time the, little baud was re-united in the
tastefnliy decorated ball-room, wbiere a motley scene was
presented. As lias already been mentioned, this was a
Calico Bail ; and consequently tbe wildest varieties in
costumes were exbibited. The ordinary evening attire
bruslîed. the jersey and knicker-bockers of the gondolier,
and the neat morning costume of many of the ladies con-
trasted not unfavorably xvitb the elaborate ball-dress. Not-
witbstanding the beat of the nigbit, the room was cool ;the
floor left notbing to l)e desired, andi the music was by no
means bad.

Indeed tbe doctor, after tbec maddenîing delirium of a
galop with Minnelialia, was heard quoting from L' Allegro
something about-", 2ýuclt strains as wvou/d have won the' ear
of Pluto," and so, on-to wbich the more criticai Minnehaba
made answer that whiie tbat might possibly be, yet bier re-
searcbes bad neyer given ber grounds to believe that Pluto
was a good jndge of music.

Thie ladies were considerably more numerous than tlie
gentlemen, and consequently, in addition to other decor-
ations, the walls were (Iresseti witb bunches of waii-flowers,
and as was to be expected fromt tbe nature of the bail, tbe
elect rubbed shôulders with those wbose niames iever ap-
pear in Saturday Night.

To tbose whoni age or infirmity prevented from, joining
in personally in wbat the late lamented A Ward calis tbe
Ilmessy dance," the style of saltation adopted by many,
must bave presented an unfailing source of interest. Men
and women alike "1played sncb fatastic tricks before higli
heaven "as rnight well make the angeis either weep or
laugb. Especialiy did that interesting relic of the ancient
Scythian sports, which goes by the name of tbe polka, in
their bands, or rather under their feet, becomne a lively re-
production of wbat we may suppose it to bave been in the
primitive ages of unsopbisticated en thnusiasmi-.

The glorious and immortal waitz, too, degenerated with
tbem, into the embryotic stage of its growth wbich the
professor says was undoubtcdly indicated by Hlorace in the

farniiar hes, - Gaudet invisarn Perpulisse fossa>'

Ter' fede tercgm."1

But sncli vagaries did but add to tbe zest of those wlio,
on a perf et floor, andtin time witb ?goo(l music, were real-
izing the poetry of motion ;an enjoyinent to whiciî, in viewv
of thle speedy approaehi of supper-time, xvere now added
tbec sustaining pleastires of hope. We are ail fainiliar witb
the cîîttiug glie of Mr Micawber ; wlio, on bis spouse as-
snrlîîg bii tbat tieir soit Wilkins, Il meant \vell ''; re-
sponded tlîat lie liad no doubt tbat lie meanit particnlarly
well, but t1iat lie bad tiever knlown liiîn to carry out bis
mean i ng i any direction w biatsoecver.

It wonild be liarsh to, apply tbis remnark to those wbo
1)rox'ided stîpper at titis baIl. 'l'le initentions of its cOu'-
coctors dotibtless (11( thiei bonor, ani to soie extent they
were fulfilled. Thli supper was certain ly linuntiful, aîîd
xvaq iargely taken advaîitage of, Iiidced it Nvas rnmiiored
tîtat Lalage ltad buen scen to go to stipper tiree tinies, on
each occasioni wxitli a dilferent gentlemn. X'et the general
effect xvas itot gond. One wvas forcibly reminded of the
beanti fnl and feeling words of tue bard,-

-There culrions tart and Iieavy tain,
Lay in dlyspeptic syrnphoniy.''

Incleed, to judge front tbe groans of' sleeping victimis
on tue way home, xve miiglit not inaptly continue to quote
froîn the saine poet:

', ew, fe\v digýest, xvhere many eat,
The nightmare shall wind up their feet,
Each biscuit box beneath the seat
Shall seeau a yaxvnîng sepuichre."

Yet it cannot be tlenied tbat tbis supper was a vast iint-
provement on a collation served at a bahl in tbe saine town
some years before ; wlben, as the borrid legend runs, the
fowl and game at supper were snpplemented witb the deli-
cate addition of potatoes.

After supper dancing was pursued with redoubled fury.
Tbe floor ivas now a littie clearer, and tbe glowing,-in-
deed one mniglit ahmnost say--perspiring heutrs were chased
by feet flying in most approved fashion. Tbe last dance
on tlie programme, a galop, wvas one not to, be forgotten.
Tbere was the tîsual rush of previousiy quiescent couples
to dance the last dance ;the music began at a moderate
rate, then gradnally increased iii speed tili it became fast
and furions and finaily stopped short in tbe midst of an
absolntely frantic whiri.

Tbiere was a genierai gasp, alike of sorrow and relief,
and everywbere tue dancers, qnite hors de comnba-t, subsided
into a state of exhanstion as lîmip as tbeir own coliars.

Then followed the usual crnsbi at the door, the cus'
tomary nîN&e in dressing rooms, tbe graduai coilecting of
one's personai. effects, the reunion of the maie and feinale
eleinents of tbe party, and the arrangement of tbese ele-
ments into appropriate comliiiations ; and 50011

" The lights were fled, the garlands dead,"

and ail but tlie carctaker departed.
The piigrint band whose wanderings are the stîbject of

tbis narration soon found tbeînselves again in thecir ark of
refuge, the Argo, where tiîey proceeded to, survey eachi
otber

13vy the .struggliuîg neooiibeain's inisty leght,
Auud the lantern dinily btiring.''

Dire were tbe ravages which a few hours biad inflicted
on these revellers. The Epicure especiaily, who brougbt
np tbe rear, witb bis head surnk into bis coliar, bis bair
dishevelled, bis moustache drooping, and bis eye-glass
.wry, excited general commiseration.

'If thon be'st be-but oh! hsow fallen ! iîow changed 1"
was tlie apostrophe in wbich Sbe-wiio. 1nîn[st.be-obeyed
voiced the general sentinment of tlie ('oiny, mny O
whom, lty the xvav, were 110w ietaking tient to tue call,
to snatcb if possible ait liour of tronbied sliniber. NO
II floNvery beds of case " awaited thein, but pitilessly liard
seats, against flhe discomfort of wiîic h itoses of tbe
slumberers soon set up a ferociotîs h)rotest.

But filc more roînaîîtic of the p)arty agaiu resorted t9
stem or stern, wbcnce tbey miglit gaze on the quiet waterl


