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J-Vîhe .S-,ancturn I,ýýhilosopher.
The Editor says lie wants nie to unxind inyscIf more

regularly. Tliat is why 1 ai about to send ini the folloxv-
ing contribution whicb bias been sent nie in) response to îny
invitation. Any otlier ambitionis oiies wbo rnay wish to
Write mie xviii be welcomied.

10 SWINBURNL.

O -stronig-tiiottlied mnaster of tbe miglit of ruyunie,
O sweet mront lied singer of divinesh tlîings,
Oui- sonils are flaines wlîile tlîy loud anthem rings
Friîiiiîpbaut tbrougli the labyt in ls of tirnie.
Our souls wax xveary wbîile tlîy choral chime
l'le langorous verse witlî toi) rnuich sxveetrîess brings;
Beaiity is triluite to the inoîîth tlmat sings
Oif iajcsties ttîat rnake oui- lives sublimie.
l'by lip)s were toticled wvitlî Apollonian fire
That ted thy ardenut spirît's inystie power;
Singer Republican, whose youthful ire
Macle sceptred nîations and tlîeir iniions coxver.
Al ! sti l for us t hy harmnu ii es ollpo ur
The spiendor of the inusic of thy lyre

lin contributing the accompanyîng poemn I may remark
that 1 ]lave, of course, sent the mnanuiscript to flie gifted
inîspirer, Mr. Swinburnîe, and warri eagerly axvaiting bis
reply. 1 bave also beemu prevailed ripou to send copies to
the varions Amierican miagazines, tint witlî strict injnc-
tioîîs flot 10 publislî. For tlie acivice of flie younger anon-
your poetic coîîtributors 1 wish to make a few renîarks on
thie dedicatory soninet, as the miost delicate florin of conipli'
mient tlîat verse can coîuvey. 1 shall, thierefore, take îny
modest production, witlu apologies to Mr. Swinburne, to
explain the structure of the e laborious verse," and reveal
the formative processes of inspiratioîî. rou will observe,
tlien, the 1 ieculiar force of the opening lines. Tluey burst
upon the reader's mid wit the powver and beanty of a
cataract. To fice vigorons appeal of thiose O's, Masca-
mille's effusions xvere child's play, devoid of pathos and of
passion. A word iii passing oni the subjeet of O's. Foun
tains gnisli, nature is emnotional, orators and loyers hysteri'
cal in their utterance ; and why shîould the poet alonie be
bereft of luis QO? We recommend, therefore, that dedica-
tory sonnets with any pretensions ho the name begin hence.
forth with O. Tlîen, perceive tlie refluued music of the
alliteration in flue firsh twvo lines. Conld anything be more
delicate tluan tlie s and i sounids, not dwelt upon to excess?
Futherrnore, since the impression of a sonnet ho lie lastîing
munst be instantaneous as an Alpine liglîtruing flash, ob-
serve, also, the accuiinulative force of' the appropriate
epitliet Ilstmong-monthed " - 1 will not dwell upon it.
Notice the conjuniction, in the first uine, of the words

strong," "master," Il inight ; "in the seconîd, of "l sweet,"
singer," "divinest," and Ilsweet'moutlîed," serving as il

were as an antidote ho Ilstrongnîouthed." lit the mean-
while' the Iwo end words " rhymec" and Ilthings " have
already ho the quîck poetic ear suggested the ensuing
riuyme ; but suclu trifles as rlîyme neyer tronuble the miasters
of the art. A more serions question is the selection of
words. 1 flnd Iluat even iii my less inspired moments my
chief obstacle to absolute perfectness is that words and
epithets arise in my mind witlî sncb impetnous swiftness,
and in such overwhelming numbers. As an instance, yon
wîll notice the word leanthem," in hune tluree. Litle you
know what angnishi huat word lias cost me. One bitter,
feverislu nighit I tossed nipon my sleepless pilloxv debating
in my înind wliether "1anthem" or lepoean " were the more
appropriate word. Any Christian will bie axvame of tlic
ultimate reason Iliat led nie ho reject Ilpaean," altlîough it
is the favorite word with tlie master hiînself. I shahl
forsake line for line criticisnî, as my mind reseîuts a detailed
dissection, alhough it be t0 reveal unsuspected beauties,
and deal witlu candor upon the poen as a wlîole. I have
always lueld tlîat a bard can coîîvey mîore iii a hune than a

critic in A boo0k. We see at once the essential gerrn Of a
kindred genius. So iii tiîis poemn you xvili Iind not ai,
e1 itlict but will l)ear the test of scrutin y, and repay 3
diigencit rt-seat cl. They arc ail typical of the master'
mnanner. Sucb words as ''triîîmphlinî '' (Il. ), ,choral
cl) imc (Il 5), l anbgorous verse '' (l. 6), Il majesties '' (1. é),
teacli more than a multitude of critics' lbooks. Does nO()
lSinger Republican '' rcall tliue Old Man Eloquent "

And, finally, dear fellow poets duid tlîis is as important as
the openiing O, neyer conclude your dedicatory straifl
wiîluouî the mighty exclamiation mark, to clinch the liai"
mionions argument. Farewell.

THE FOOTBALL CONTEST.

CHAMPIONS 01, WESTERN ONTARIO.

Eveti in tlie football worlcl history repeats itseif. At
thec close of the fali season last year our Association repre'
sentatives were salute(l as champions of Ontario, and tioWl
by virtuie of their victory over thic Berlin Rangers 011
Saturday last tluey hlave again proven tbemiselves worthY
of that proud titie. Contrary to general expectations, the
protest entered by the Rangers at the flrst of thec finial fies
'vas snstained by flie commnittee and the match thrown out
oni the understanding that tlie second gante should decide
tlie cbampionship. Consequently the Varsity, iiistead Of
lîaving a lead of oîie goal, took tlie field on ant equal foot-
ing with thecir opponents, but by Ilueir play they clearlY
showed Ilîcîr superiority over a teamn whluih xvell deserve5
to biolitlie cluampionsluip of thc WVestern Association-
Last season it was insiiuuated by soute thlat le luck " hiad
won Varsity flrst place, but we siiicerely hope tlidt it is iio'e
beginiîing to dawn upon any such that tliere is sometbiig
very snI)staiutial underlying and guiding this so-called good
fortune.

Tbere was one feature of Saturday's game wbieh was
especially welcon-e to al those wlvho tal<e anl interest in the
filancial success of our League, iuarely the large attend'
ance. Fromr seven to ciglit litindred people occupied tile
grand stand, to say nothiiîg of the restless enthusiasts
whose intense interest in thic play lead them to assurie
anything but sucb a position. This is thic flrst of oui'
League matches at which anything approaching a respect-
able gate bias been realized, but xve hiope that it will nOt
bu tie last. Alîliough the Toronto League lias latelY
shownl its superiority over the Western Association ifl
point of play il is far front its equal front a financial point
of vie.

It weas about 3.15 when tbe teams lined uip. Berlili
hiaving won the toss elected ho kick with the wind,
whicb was blowing quite liard. With sucli an advantage
their forwards kept the bail in uncomfortable proximity 10
the Varsity goal until a characteristie rnsbi by the forwards
in bIne transferred the play to thec other end of the field-
A serimmage taking place iii front of goal, Thom pson shiot
and the goal-keeper threw ont, giving Duncan an easY
chance to score. For the reinaincier of haîf-timue thje play
was well down on the Varsitv goal, the wings of the

Ragr ivn b defence continuai work. FrequientlY
the Varsiîy forwards broke throughi the opposing clefence,
but on evcry occasion failed to score. MVlch to the sur-
prise of the spectators, the Rangers failed to score while
the wind xvas in their favor. The teamns crossed over, with
the score standing i to o in favor of Varsity.

With the wind in) their favor il wonld have been sur-
prising if the students did iiot increase their lead. Froitlic kick-off, rushes were made on the Berlin goal, but tile
backs were not to be beaten s0 easily. It was not until
Thompson became fired with bis old-lune enthnsiasni that
the Rangers' stronghold agaîîî felI. "Watty"' securing'
flhe bail from McLay, and passing Snyder and Ro at, Puttj
the leather tbrocigh for the second finie. That one sucu
mun should be made in a match was surprising, but imaginei
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