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inaterial and presented it ini a vivid
manner wlîich proved himi master of
bis subject and prevented the interest
of his audience froîtu lagging for a
single moment. To do justice to sucli
a lecture in this smnall space is entirely
impossible, and the miost we can hope
to accomplish is to give but a, brief
sketch of the argument as lias been
atteînpted in the sequel.

Socîology is a new positive philoso-
phy systeinatizing the facts of humian
life and bringing ail the sciences into

play in flic solution of the great social
liroblenis of mnankind. It miay thus be
called a science of hunian life in ail its
varions phases and in this respect is
truc philosophy, for the task of Philo-
sophy is tuot miereiy to theorize 'in a
sphiere entirely exclncied fromn prac-
tical experience, but, as the modern
developmlent of philosophy intlicates.
its supremie pu-ps consists ni eleva-
ting the life of mîari by the pn actical
apiplication of its theories.

This relation of theory and prac-
tice, inost important iii its bcaring o11
life, requires a thoronigh1 tnderstand-
ing of mian's entire constitution, plly-
sical an(l intellectual, that is, it re-
quires a philosophy of bis passions.
will, and reason. a mental and moral
philosophiv as well as a sî stcmnatîc
knowledge of the varions sciences.
Thns no science can be called political
or social which does not unite the the-
oretical andi the practical in dealmng
with man's relations to one another.
And this conception of the tinitv or
organic onencss of the world of living
beings is as deeply rooted ini the xvrit-
ings of Goethe and Hlegel as in those
of Darwin and Spencer. Sociologv,
convinced of tlic trutli that the real
life of man is one iii wbich lie is iii

filî possession of bis highest nature,

ainis at moral regeneration by point-
i11e- ont tlie relation of tlic world of
tlionglit to the îvorltl of 1 )ractical ex-
perîence.

Several characteristics speciallv
mark thue nature and growth of this
ne\V science of sociology. k1 ) h lias
to some extent bcen developed fromi
the theories of snicb pliliosophiers as
lPlato, More, H4obbes, Rousseau, [le-
--el, (oite, Spencer, conccriig bu-
mnan society. k(2) [t is also ni part the
creation of biology or rather of specu-
lative biology. k3) In its latest de-
velopmnent it seemis likely to be re-
garded as a psychological science as
illustrated in the case of ["onillée,
Tard (ie Greef, Durkheim, Giddings,
Baldwin and others. The social
niind, feeling, etc., are flic resuit of
centuries of social reforms, so that
thiev have becoîne a part of mnan's
mental fabric and lie is unlconscions
that the coînmoncst institutions, ideas,
habits and customis which lie accepts
as a miere mnatter of fact have been
welded init( huinanl nature 1w a longy

process of selection, of dialectic. 'flic
training of the mmid is for this reason
a very important factor iii the pnrifi-
cation of society. Ini this cause soci-
ology and ps'chlu)ogy have joined iii

thieir researches 'to (levelol) the mind
of the iîî(lividnal. ( 1 ) Tlîc conncc-
tion of scientific reformn with psychol-
ogv\, ethics, peclagogy, and general
philosophv is also most apparent.
Sociology in its moral treatinent of
al)normnal men ains nlot so much at

î)uiislient as at regeneration, and to
bce sncecessfull it requires a souind
philosophiy of huinan life.

On these and( other grouinds philo-
sophcrs have ini our modern times
heen called ilpon to vindicate their
science by applying it to thc introdnc-


