a gossipy frivolous sheet, that aims at nothing better thap
to give back a dim reflection of the surface of things, We
require more individuality than a looking-glass, (Racon
notwithstanding), if we wish to penetrate the surface.

But it is not onlyin the retailing of college gossip, that
worship of the particular becomes the most debasing
idolatry.  Articles of the truly newspaper style, whether
copied from, or occasioned by publications, either on this
side or that side of the world, should never find g place
within the columns of the JoURNAL, Fop it might be
possible (if afflicted with strabismus for instance) to cjp-
cumuavigate the globe, nor ever see the shining of asingle
universal truth,

The Journar, should afford opportunity for the ex-
preasion of college opinion. It ghould tempt students of

literary taste to exercise their talents, and it should he |

the means of training these to a higher perfection. How
is this to be done ? First of all the Jourway, must appeal
to the Alumni. They must contribute of their intellee-
tual wealth if the JOURNAL is to occupy its true position.
According to the proportion of subscribers alone (and our
subscribers are also our contributors) the Alumni are to
the students as five to two. Of our subscribers then, all
over the country, from California to Turkey in Asia, we ur-
gently request some practieal recognition of this principle,
Moreover such efforts of outsiders, who are oceupying,
many of them, distinguished positions in the world, must
re-act favorably upon the literary energy of the under-
graduates. A student of veal ability does not
measure himself except with the best,

At the same time we should not entirely neglect the
necessities of some ; and we should still retain a little
Just a little of the gossip-froth. But let us remember
that us with the waves of the sen, (unless we are broken on
the shore), it is only the deepest and the broadest which
has a right to carry any foam.
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A university jg worthy the support of ay intelligent

People just so far as it gives its students hroader
and truer views of the true nature of men and things.
The mere scattered threads of knowledge of particular
subjects may be obtained, with a little variation of the

present status of our high schools, from other sources in

wrong.
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Just as the outbreaks in question are a guarantee that
the universities in Russia are giving the youths who
throng their walls true thoughts oy liberty and the rights
of man, so, from the utterances of our students, men will
pronounce judgment upon the succesg or failure of our
universities ; and, not only will the voices of the present
but, far more important the less fallible vojces of the,
future, condemn or acquit. The men of the bresent, -
from interest, enthusiasm, passion, or tog close partici-
pation in the affairs in question, may be distorted iy view
or biassed in judgment; but the men thay shall arise, —theip

i ears unconfused by the clang of strife, theiy eyesight un.

impeded by the clouds of battle, their pulses unstirred,
shall pronounce, with philosophic calm, a judgment which
the world will not hastily lay aside,

This being so, it is fit and broper that we shoyl
our hats to this principle, hoth i, the m
work, and in its execution. If we
far less, moral cowardice manife
students. We will reach dowy ¢
B0 as to grasp the principle of trut
and, having gained this, we wil]
and in storm, in the mium-ity o
men frown and when they smile, So will we get a right
view of the scope and nature of the mission we were &
ated to perform; and having a defip;
footsteps will lose much of their tortuosity, ang our ac-
tions speak to men with an emphasig utterly lacking i

the corks calling themselves men, b()bbing about us on ¢l
sea of life.

doff
apping out of oy
do 80, there will he less,
sted in the lives of our
0 the bottom of things
h which lieg below them; -
stand by it iy sunshine
T in the majority, when

* *
*

The execution of Riel, with its g
again calls up the subject of capit;
ness and unfitness, its justice op injustice, Setting aside
altogether the persona' question of Rje)'y merits or (e.
merits, capital punishment in ang of itself, is, like the toll
gate, only on a larger scale, o mere relic of bygone ang
barbaric age. Asa question of moralg, it i iniquitdyg ;
as a metaphysical problem, it ig unphilosophie, Its abo-’
lition is a mere question of time, Evex‘ything comes to
him who knows how to wait for it. The right of may, to
self-preservation is a true Principle. It is grounded o
justice and the eternal fithess of things_ The right of
man to protect himself by removing from hig Society g
person whose influence is Pernicious, ig unquestionable »
but his right to cut such a berson off frop, life, or fron;
the only life with which we have an intimate, sensible
acquaintance, is not only questionable, but, as g matter
of fact, is no right at all, —unless we are ready to confegs
that might aloneisright. The society from whiel, we shut,
offthe criminal in imprisoning him, we have ourselves fory,.
ed—Dbrought into existence; ag far as we are concerned
created. The life from which mey cut off the may wh(;
has been executed, they have not created; and, until the
can give evidence of l;aving made thig world, their pj h);
to cut any man off from it, whatever his &
amounts exactly to—nothing a4 all,

ttendant circumstances,
al bunishment, —jtg g,

crimes,
If it is wrong for



