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manager had bis xvay, so the boy wvent
to work running errands. Tfhe voca-
tional expert consoled himsclf with the
refleetion tilat this prelimrinairy work
was at Ieast an aceelerateti form of
fioor-walking. Finally, the probation-
ary period wvas over aui to the dolight
of the vocational expert, the young man
was told that on a certain date he could
begin to work as a full-fiedged floor-

walker. But here the story ends
abruptly. Going to work on the mnorn-
ing when his duties as floor-walker
were to begin, he dodged an automo-
bile ami, iii so doing, slipped and fell
in front of a street car, which cut off
both his feet. The accident wvas not
fatal-except to bis career as a lloor-
ivalker and to the hopes of the voca-
tional expert.
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A boy Who had finished the first year

higi ',(h11o0 was wsked to kceep the aec-
Colunts of a very simple hiousehold. Hec
failed utterly. leceonld do the usual
problems iii aritbinetie aint badl a srnat-
terin g of algebra and geornetry, but
whcn lie came face to face with the
rnost simple and practical piece of ma-
themiaties hie would ever have to deai
with, lie wvas absolutely at sea.

This boy had finished an elementary
sehool course without having any in-
struction in simple bookikeeping forms
or budget-making; also lie had planned
a high sehool eourse that would permit
him to graduate without a knowledge
of these fundamental business matters.
This is an examnplc of the Iaek of prac-
tieality often found in our sehools and
the sometinies wildness of the possibili-
tics for eleetive work.

In the elementary sehools every child
should have training in the keeping and
budgeting of aceounts. No ehuld should
be considered fit to graduate who is not
able to put into simple and correct form
the practical things of everyday per-
sonal and eommunity life.

lus first lessons should teacli him to
budget his own resources. From this
sbould develop an interest in civie fi-
nances and the ability to understand
thcm and to put themn into form. In
the high sehool additional training in
these problems should be given.

The writer believes thoroughly in the
provision of elective courses and in
early specializing. llowever, there are

some things that are fundamental; Eng-
lîsh is otie of them, practical business
mnethods should bc another. A boy
mi-iglit very wvcll graduate froin high
sehool witblout a, knowledgc of algebra
and geometry if these subleets bad no
place iii bis future life -%ork. H1e should
not graduate from either elementary or
higli sebool. unable to understand bis
0own andi the eommunity's tiebits and
eredits. The first is the sort of ignor-
ance that ]eads men to spend more than
they earn, the second permits sharpers
to get control of goverunental prob-
l ems.

This sort of work should make a con-
scions start not later titan the fifth
grade. In fa et, from the very begin-
nïng the number work of the child
should center around practical prob-
lems. A beginning should be made by
requiring, each wcek, the organization
in correct forin of an actual spending
aceounit. A balance on the side of sav-
ings should be encouraged. This should
lead to simple exercises iii budget-
making in relation to a spending 'ac-
counit. As part of an introduction to
work of this kind, one teacher for a
month plaeed upon the board fromn day
to daiy the expenditures of a real boy
whoin she knew and asked the class to
be his bookkeeper. She ealled this boy
John. John hail an .allovince of 25
cents per week. Each Monday the
members of the class brougbt the ac-
counts of this boy up to date and
struck a balance, ahl in proper forîn.


