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MENTONE IN SPRING.

"Ov'reluctantly oee aves thus beau

40-tf lcbeautItul ail wlnter, but stil'
Ca( now, wvhen over the stone walli
Çlight glimpses of fruit trees in blos
and the vivid 'green of young leaves
lon1eg rows of plane trees in severa)

1>te street's, wlll soon bie Iu feu lent
ring shady promenades beneati, wher(

GSon be left te walk only the per-
~ t reIdents, for the English are rap.
l] aoving on.

sees the omnibuses laden with lug.
011 their way te the station. .ThE

à> large hoteis f llled ail wiuter wltli
ni' faghlonabie crowdo, are Closing.

1 ed deprived et its audience wll
"&ee to eh arm, or tihe reverse, accord-

t o the tastes (f Its hearers. Yes-
8eafi0f IR ever!

Ot lUy fer Its scenery and climate la
b<j'eattractive. The histerian, the

(n 4et a nd t ho artist rnay each flnd
Ointerest thoin. The eid towu,

ItrS liarrow, gloomy streets, le built
e1rt Prexaeontorv. on caci ride o f wiuich

thý ý large bays, namucLý( respc2tively,
Iý&8t ana Wvest Bay.

tht Ath Ougl ne precise date le, given fer
tOnnldation et Moatone, It is supposei]to oe, its

froi, th engin te the laudhng of pirates
ta, th(, Island of Lampedosa, near Mal-

%e' he eighth century. The Romans
t 6)n o 'ltablished a pest there. The

'O en lRentimiglla took possession
tOae aboat the tlîirteenth century,

%~ttorwa.rde ceded their rIglits te a
%tl noble. The next notewortiy

Dtlla11the hlstery of the town, was Its
koaýs Y Charles Grimaldi, Lord ef

h4'1Wh-, at the Uie of the French
Of the 01ot, was cenquered by tie troops

tlq 1ýPUblic, and is possessions, Men-ïtinea Ilonaco, and Roccabruna, were, then
1'etto France, iigaia ln 1815 te be

telud the 'Prince of Menace, and
311 1 1848 te rebel and throw off is
titt P'Ie3 tint timo, Mentone aWd Its
tuel vl tOw 0f Roccabrana have beionged

Ir s'lfl b6ats dewn somnewhat ging-
'lie~ ths Promenade by thie sea, and the

.5~ ruade; but how levely are the
.etWbieh severai run northward
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r.from the sôa. Their aides are terraced,
and planted prindipally 'alti the grapo.
vine and lemon, the latter frait very

s largely preoeainating here over every
otier. A tradition says that Eve, dIrivem

e frein the Gardon et Eden, carnied la' lier
-land a lemon. and s"eking tie mest beau-
tiful spot wherein te plant it,' chose, Mou-
toue. Ilore at any rrate It i5s een te
fleanisi in pr&us3Ion, fornIlng the principal
trade et the place, end sarcly a profitable
ene, as tiere arc three crops in the year.

s Cheosing' ths inorning my favorite
vailoy. that ef the Gerbio, for a streil,
1 wandered on, pasing fimet the Palais
Carnoeos, with whicli are coanected some
historie tacts. A graide bock says :"If
we may trust the mianaiscrlpt histery left
Ia 1575 by Fat her Peter Boyer et the
Order et St. Francis, a bloody battie toek
place in A. D. 70, la the 'plain ef the
Madene and Carnolee, between Othe and
Vitelluc, whe woro dlsputIng the empire
left vacant by the doath cf Galba. The
namne "Carneles," says thîs writer, la de-
rlvod frein "cans laeIslo," xvhlch moans
carnage."

The Palais Carnoeos was once a resi-
douce et the Princes of Menace, but it
uow belengs te the Saveresse famlly. I
peeped tbrough the IDld gateway, Up a

-long and uegleetedl avenue, at tie end of
1wich steed the faded, antlquated look-

lng Palais. Tien I centinaed my walk,
admiring soine beautiful roses. A great
treel cf white eues trailed long branches,
perfect wrentis of lbaves, flewers, and
buds, over the stoe wall: thon there were
large, soit, yellow onos, in whlch 1 would

*have liked te have buried mny face.
* Womcn passed nie frequently, carrying
on their heads w.Il romarkable skîli. bur-

* tens cf ail klnds, baskets fîlled wlth
clethem, bundles of sticks, and soe had

*thoir hands eccupied wlth knitting.,
My compassion was arousod fer a don-

*key, riddoa by a tali man. The clonkey
wa ry. shaggy. diminutive, and the

man,@ lonig legs alxnost *touclxod. the
ground, but the IlttIe animal 'tretted
along bravely.

My aext ebject of luterest was a pic-
turcsqae, old arch spannlng the rend, part
ef an aquoduct, tise water frein whlch
turned a large wheel la connection wlth
macinery for the manufacture ef olive
ehl. The odeur of the oil was heavy
and sickening, but the splashlng aad .fait-
ing cf the water was so pleasant and
masical. The outiues cf the arch, the
broken masses ef nlasenry, wlth Ilttie
tufts of feras and gren baves growing
eut ef the crevices, would ferm a tempt-
lng subject for the pencil of an artist.

On 1 wont, ou my right, reachiag higi
up, were, terraces of lemon trees, stili hear-
lug thoir golden fruit, such fine eues soe-
tîmes, large, fragrant and glossy. On
my lef t was a valley, aad ln bts green
depths l"A sound as of a runIng brook."1
The lemens were moon succecded by a groea
et olives, whlch I thougit te-day par-
tîcularly bonutiful, wîth thoî 'r dark trunks,
and the sushine on their greenish grey
toliage. coutrastlng hero and there with
a fig tree. The groand was dotted witi
scarlet popples. The birds here (Ie net
"eni nuruereus, but one hears chlrplng,

and now and then an Interruptod soag.
Tho village ef Gerble flnally came into0

view. 1 had followed its zigzag ascent
soîne weeks prcvieasly, aCCOMPanled .by a

*triene, and wlth the assistance of a tien--
key. It is situatei on a plateau, 1428
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*feet above thc seul, and eatains 500 la-
*habitants. It is -astrange and Interest-
* ng Place. Its old circlûoie fertifications
*are no»w deTi,ýiQz-a. Tie castie called

Lascaris, eccaied nearly tie whele site
of the village, which le detached and brok-
e n up by smait, stouy celirtynrds, conneet-
eti by narrow allmys iDr lance, (tiey are
flot werthy the naine cf streets> arched
ever. The glimuDses -we canglit of Inter-
lors tirengli the sinali dark windows, did
net couvey an idea o! ceitort. The place
w as mereever very -dlrty, witi that pe-
culiar odeur viichi seoins te distinguleli
old ceatinental tewns.

Gorbio aise, lias its histery of batties
and sieges, andi Is certaiuiy ativantageoiis-
lï siluaced for sueh catastrophes. In
1745 i-, was the ýcn of a desperate bat-
tie between the Frenei andi Auatro-Sar-
dinians. Tic inhabîtants attribate their
conversion te St. Barnabas, tieretore theïr
patron salnt.

Tie, anatial tto, as is customary with
the village fetes of this rogion, consiste
et relsgiouis ehserva.ýnceei, aiugle with
dancing anti crdinary amusements. We
remarked. the prctty dark eyes and rat mcd
facIes of the littie girls w-ho were playlng
about, and wondered if tic "beauty born
of murmuxring souati" andi the varylng
cbarm et their urroundings accounteti for
the delicacy of their expression.

Behinti the plateau ou whlch Gorbio
stande. rime the higlier mountain peaks,
pinky grey lu the auashino, dcepeniug te>
purpie when shadowei by a cloud; some
wit.i suieethly rouadeti summnits, othors
witb sorrateti edp-tem'. Aitogether a love-
ly scene.

one ef the most dellghtf ai heurs, now
tîxat the 'warmner weathor bas couic, in
whlchl te see Mentone te advautuge Is
jast* before, sunset. Tic sun on the Point
of siukinàg belhînd a mountain, sonds lits
rays tar easzward, bathes lu sauEhino the
miountains opposite. lîgits up wender-
fully the tlistant promontory of Bordi-
giera. and causes Les Rochers Rouges te
glow witi a rIcher elear. The sea, such
a britant bine lu the morrdlng, changes
te mamy setter and more neutral tinte.

Aleng the promena:de the pensant girls
boiter idly beside their long line of donkeys,
for which there Is aow hittle demanti. The
gay parties who used te ride thcm, up the
steop ascEnts, have gene te seek amulsement
elsewhere-so 1 hoqpe, Oh, Montebello, Vic-
toria, Garibaldi and the e thon lefs nenown-
eti et yoal' species, tint rest, or at lat
an on sien fcrin et labour will bie your lot
durlug summer moaths! Gene, alas, frein
their nccustomed places are the Invalide
mn thelr whoolcd chairs, young muen for the
meest part, lu whose white, ghastiY faceg
wo longoti te sec the suashine working a
change for the better.

Yes, the season le over'. But tiere la
eue place lu the viclnity, only t ive mlles
distant. where the seasen le never over-
the far-fameti Mente Carie. Year lu and
year eut, on ail the 365 days, exceptlng
Doit her Sunday uer holy festival respecteti
by tic rest cf the civihizeti world, its deers
are open; and the straii of cleeuilcal musie
frein a band,sald te be one of the best lu the
world,ý entlce faighiolbe crewds toe nter,
where around tables May be seen the vo-
tartes cf ch'anCe--meIl anti wemea te wîom
tie gTeen cloth Ie more attractive than
natures varions hues, and the of~e c
the golden toute more dclightful tb"uthe
auashine wlthout ou the Mffditerranean.

C. T. L.


